Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Ed DeBerri

	Subject:  Integrated Language Arts and North Carolina Social Studies/U.S. History

	Grade Level:  8th

	Class Time Required:  one 80-minute class periods

	Lesson Title:  Paul Revere’s Ride


Essential Question:

	How did Henry Wadsworth Longfellow describe Paul Revere’s ride to warn John Hancock and John Adams of the British army’s march to Lexington and Concord?  According to Revere’s recollections, what were the true circumstances of the ride?  How are Longfellow and Revere’s description similar?  How different?  Given the differences, what is the role of literature in interpreting history?



Brief Description of Lesson:

	Teacher will have students read the one paragraph description of Paul Revere’s ride in their Social Studies textbook.  Teacher will then have the students read and listen to Longfellow’s poem about the ride.  Students will discuss and analyze the poem.  Students will then read Revere’s own description of the circumstances of his famous ride.   Finally, students will discuss the two works, comparing, contrasting, and analyzing.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson, students will:
1.  have read, listened to, discussed and analyzed Longfellow’s poem about Paul Revere’s ride;
2.  read, analyzed and discussed Paul Revere’s own recollections of his ride;  and 
3.  compared and contrasted the two accounts; 

4.  discussed the intersection of literature and history and the roles of each discipline.
This lesson will help the students achieve the following objectives in the NCSCOS for 8th grade:  Language Arts – 2.01, 2.02, 4.01, 5.01; Social Studies – 2.01, 2.04.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 1.  “Paul Revere’s Ride” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (printed and audio)
                            2.   Paul Revere’s recollections of his ride (see Supplemental Information below)
Secondary Sources:  none


	Technology:  Both primary sources are on the Internet.  See Supplemental Information below for the url addresses.  It would also be helpful to have a recording of the poem.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

        Anticipation Guide with statements about Paul Revere, literature, and history.

	Teacher led instruction
        Teacher will introduce both works.  Teacher will play an audio recording of “Paul Revere’s Ride” and monitor student following along on the printed version of the poem.  Teacher will introduce the student independent practice assignment.
        

	Guided Practice  

        a.  Teacher will facilitate a whole class discussion of the poem.
        b.  Teacher will facilitate a whole class reading and discussion of Revere’s recollections.

        

	Independent Practice

         a.  Students will write a four-paragraph essay, comparing and contrasting the poem and the recollections, and describing the intersection of literature and history.  Students will finish this essay for homework if they are not able to complete it in class.

	Closure
         a.  Teacher will have the students complete an exit slip in which they make one comment to or ask one question of Revere about his ride. 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1.  Teacher will read the exit slips and address any outstanding issues at the beginning of the next class.

2.  Teacher will review and grade the student essays. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…  
Web address:  http://poetry.eserver.org/paul-revere.html  (Longfellow poem)
http://www.historynet.com/paul-reveres-true-account-of-the-midnight-ride.htm (Revere’s letter)
Author and Title:  
Attachments:

