Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Ed DeBerri

	Subject:  Integrated Language Arts and North Carolina Social Studies/U.S. History

	Grade Level:  8th

	Class Time Required:  80 minutes (in the computer lab)

	Lesson Title:  TrackStar Activity on “The Boston of Johnny Tremain”


Essential Question:

	What was the real Boston like from 1773 to 1775, the years in which the novel Johnny Tremain takes place?  In particular: What did the town of Boston look like?  Who were the Sons of Liberty?  What really happened at the two historical events in the novel – the Boston Tea Party and the Battles of Lexington and Concord?



Brief Description of Lesson:

	Students, who have already been introduced to and reading Johnny Tremain and who also are concurrently studying the causes of the American Revolution, will independently with teacher guidance, complete a four-part, teacher-developed, Internet-based activity on Boston in the years 1773 to 1775.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

1.  navigate through an Internet map of colonial Boston;
2.  analyze and offer a personal reflection on a statement in a letter written by John Adams;
3.  summarize an article on the Sons of Liberty; and

4.  read and answer questions about key events in a timeline of the Sons of Liberty.
This lesson will help the students achieve the following objectives in the NCSCOS for 8th grade:  Language Arts – 2.01, 2.02, 4.01, 5.01; Social Studies – 2.01, 2.04.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 1.  1775 map of Boston
                            2.   1773 letter of John Adams to Catharine Maculay
Secondary Sources:  1.  Internet article on the Sons of Liberty
                                 2.  Internet timeline on the Sons of Liberty


	Technology:  trackstar.4teachers.org  Track number: 394429  (this site contains all four sources)


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

        Teacher will lead a brief KWL exercise on “Boston,” “Sons of Liberty,” and “Johnny Tremain.”

	Teacher led instruction
        Teacher will review the procedures for using TrackStar, go over the questions with the students, and state his expectations for the quality of student work.
        

	Guided Practice  

        Teacher will assist the students navigate through the first track, the map of Boston.

	Independent Practice

         Students will independently complete the four tracks and answer the eight questions associated with these tracks.

	Closure
         Teacher will review answers with the students and will collect the answer sheets as the students exit the computer lab.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1.  Teacher will circulate throughout the computer lab during the lesson, monitoring student progress and answering questions.

2.  Teacher will collect the sheets of paper, as “Exit Slips,” on which the students have written the answers to the eight questions associated with this activity. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…  All of the Internet resources are contained on one site at:
Web address:  trackstar.4teachers.org  Track #: 394429
Author and Title:  Edward DeBerri, 8th Grade Language Arts/Social Studies Teacher, Topsail Middle School
Brief synopsis of the source:  The source is a Trackstar activity developed by Mr. DeBerri
Attachments:

