Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Ed DeBerri

	Subject:  Integrated Language Arts and North Carolina Social Studies/U.S. History

	Grade Level:  8th

	Class Time Required:  three 80-minute class periods

	Lesson Title:  Introduction to the Declaration of Independence


Essential Question:

	Why was the Declaration of Independence written?  How was it written and edited?  What grievences did the American colonies have against Great Britain?  What philosophy of government did the colonies put forth in the Declaration?


Brief Description of Lesson:

	Students will: a) be assigned two sections of the Declaration of Independence to review, study, and draw and color pictures of; b) the class as a whole will read the Declaration with each student reading his/her assigned section; and c) view and then, in a teacher-facilitated, whole-class discussion, compare and contrast the interpretations of the drafting of the Declaration in the HBO mini-series John Adams and the musical 1776.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this three-part lesson, students will have a more comprehensive understanding of the drafting of the Declaration of Independence, including the grievances the American colonies had with Great Britain and the new philosophy of government they were espousing, through:
1.  reading and discussing the Declaration of Independence;
2.  producing drawings of two sections of the Declaration;  and 
3.  viewing and comparing and contrasting two artistic depictions of the drafting of the Declaration.
This lesson will help the students achieve the following objectives in the NCSCOS for 8th grade:  Language Arts – 2.01, 2.02, 4.01, 5.01; Social Studies – 2.01, 2.04.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 1.  The Declaration of Independence
Secondary Sources:  1.  relevant  episode of HBO mini-series John Adams
                                 2.  relevant excerpt from 1776
drawing material: colored pencils, markers, crayons; white drawing paper; colored construction paper; glue sticks


	Technology:  DVDs of John Adams and 1776


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

        Teacher will facilitate the students completing a “Post-It” exercise on the Declaration of Independence

	Teacher led instruction
        Teacher will introduce the Declaration of Independence, including the circumstances surrounding its drafting, the grievances the American colonies had against Great Britain, and the philosophy of government it advocates. 
        

	Guided Practice  

        a.  Teacher will facilitate the reading of the Declaration and assist the student readers to answer questions about vocabulary for their sections.
        b.  Teacher will facilitate the showing and the discussion of the two video exceprts.

        c.  Teacher will circulate through the room as students are doing their drawings to make comments, offer suggestions, and answer questions.

	Independent Practice

         a.  Students will practice reading their sections and look up any unfamiliar vocabulary words.
         b.  Students will complete their drawings of two pictures that, to them, represent the meaning of the sections.

	Closure
         a.  Teacher will have the students complete a 3-2-1 exit slip in which they write three things that they have learned about the Declaration, two things they appreciate about it, and one question they still have about the Declaration.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1.  Teacher will circulate throughout the classroom while students are drawing to monitor progress.
2.  The students will receive a class work grade for their drawings. 

3.  Teacher will read the exit slips to monitor understanding and to answer any outstanding questions. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…  All of the Internet resources are contained on one site at:
Web address:  http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/document/
Author and Title:  Edward DeBerri, 8th Grade Language Arts/Social Studies Teacher, Topsail Middle School
Brief synopsis of the source:  The source has extensive information on the Declaration of Independence, including copies of several of the drafts.
Attachments:

