Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Joe Newton

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level: 6th (Plan can be adapted for 8th-12th selected S.S. courses).

	Class Time Required: 2 Periods (120 min.)

	Lesson Title: True or False: Is the Declaration of Independence a “Truly American” or “Truly British” document?


Essential Question:
	Was the Declaration of Independence uniquely American? Or was it a culmination of English / British governmental ideas that spurred a British / American Revolution?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	By studying different excerpts of the Magna Carta, The English Bill of Rights and The Declaration of Independence the class will explore how each document, in succession, was built upon its predecessor. This will bring an increased knowledge of how truly “English/British” the Declaration of Independence was in its foundations and goals.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…meet the following State Goal.
6th Grade NCDPI S.S. Competency Goal #13, 13.1

The learner will describe the historic economic and cultural connections among North Carolina, the United States, South America and Europe.

13.1- Identify historical movements such as colonization, revolution, emerging democracies, migrations, and immigration that link North Carolina and the Unites States to selected societies of South America and Europe and their influence on local, state, regional, national and international communities.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Magna Carta, The English Bill of Rights and The Declaration of Independence. 
Secondary Sources: Various Web-sites


	Technology: LCD Projector: Images/Paintings revolving around the 3 documents.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Ask students to raise their hands in answer to this question: Is the Declaration of Independence an American or British written document. The majority will answer American which will set the groundwork for the lesson.

	Teacher led instruction  

The teacher will provide for each student excerpts from the three documents. Also noted by the teacher will be the year the document was formulated and a “brief history of events” that led to the development of each document.  

	Guided Practice  

The teacher will establish that there is a correlation between the three documents and will at closure analyze the characteristic traits each three share, with student provided input.

	Independent Practice

Students, in pairs, will be asked to highlight similarities in content that each of the three documents share. Students will be provided chart paper and asked to create three columns. The columns will contain the similar thoughts/traits the documents share.

	Closure
At the end of the lesson a chart of similarities will be created by the teacher using information provided by the students. Students will understand that the Declaration of Independence is really “English/British” in thought.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

The students will provide the teacher with the necessary information for the creation of a chart that will exhibit the traits that the documents share. The pattern of thoughts between the three documents will develop allowing the students to understand that the Declaration of Independence was really British in mindset. A teacher generated test can also be created given the information gathered in the discussion and analysis of the documents. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…
Web address: www.homeofheroes.com 

Brief synopsis of the source: Do a search for Magna Carta, nice information on its impact on the Declaration of Independence. It would be good to project the content on a screen/whiteboard as part of the closure process.

Web address: www.archives.com 
Brief synopsis of the source: Search for a translation of each document and print for student use.
Attachments:
