Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template 

  

	Author: Holly Byrd, Ed DeBerri, Joe Newton 

	Subject: Interdisciplinary 

	Grade Level: 8 

	Class Time Required: 2 days 

	Lesson Title: Awesome 8th grade Scavenger Hunt 


  

  

Essential Question:  How has our local area contributed to history, literature, science, math, art, and technology? 

	  

  


Brief Description of Lesson:  Students will go on a scavenger hunt around downtown Wilmington to discover important landmarks and interact at various locations through writing, speaking, acting, singing, listening, etc.  Each student will have a role as they photograph and/or video tape their interactions. 

	  


 Lesson Plan Objectives:  
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:            
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/ 

                

	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to… 

LA:The learner will use language to express individual perspectives through analysis of personal, social, cultural, and historical issues.  The learner will continue to refine critical thinking skills and create criteria to evaluate print and non-print materials.  Math: Number and Operations, Measurement, Geometry, Data Analysis and Probability.  The learner will understand and compute with real numbers. 
SS: The learner will identify key events and evaluate the impact of reform and expansion in North Carolina during the first half of the 19th century.  The learner will examine the Civil War and Reconstruction, and their impact on North Carolina.  The learner will evaluate the impact of political, economic, social, and technological changes on life in North Carolina from 1870 to 1930.  The learner will analyze the immediate and long-term effects of the Great Depression and World War II on North Carolina.  Science: The learner will design and conduct investigations to demonstrate an understanding of scientific inquiry.  The learner will demonstrate an understanding of technological design. Arts: The learner will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter and ideas to communicate intended meaning in artworks. The learner will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures. The learner will perceive connections between visual arts and other disciplines. The learner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. The learner will understand relationships between music, the other arts, and content areas outside the arts. 
  

  

	Teacher Designed Objectives:  Students will be able to discuss the role Wilmington has played in major historical events as well as contributions made by local individuals to the disciplines of math, literature, science, art, and social studies.  Students will develop a greater appreciation for their local area. 


  

Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print) 

	Primary Sources: 

Copy of the song "The Old North State" 

Copy of "The Gettysburg Address" 

Copy of Emma Lazarus’s "New Colossus" 

  

  

Secondary Sources: 

Provide walking maps of Downtown Wilmington to students. Also provide various flyer's that pertain to historic Downtown Wilmington to reinforce the goals and objectives. These can be obtained through the Wilmington Chamber of Commerce. 

  

  

	Technology: 

Digital cameras and camcorders for the scavenger hunt will be used. LCD projectors should be used within the classroom as students present their group results. 


  

  

 Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) 

This makes for a great, end of year, cumulative field trip for 8th N.C. History students. The day before the trip ask students to make a list, brainstorming, on what they know about historical Wilmington. Allow 10-15 minutes for this activity being prepared to encourage and help answer student's questions if they seem vague about a certain topic. After this, call on each student to provide at least two items off their list. Expand on their answers which should provide an entertaining , informative discussion. Depending on the size of the class this should take about 25 minutes. 

	  

Teacher led instruction 

 Teachers will have taught the students throughout the year about important events in American History. The day before the trip, after students have brainstormed,  project images from Google Earth of Downtown Wilmington.   After highlighting some of the facts about Wilmington, project a walking map of the area and note the route the students will be following. Also, make sure that each group understands the various roles within their group. Discuss this with the students the day before and on the bus, the day of the trip, while going downtown. 

(Also, students will need to learn the "Old North State" song some time prior to the trip as it is required for one of the tasks) 

	  

Guided Practice and Independent Practice 

Each teacher will have a chaperone and 12-15 students to lead around downtown to complete the tasks of the Scavenger Hunt.  Adults will mainly be guides as the students carry out the learning tasks. This will encourage cooperative learning as the roles defined for each group member require students to be dependent on each other to complete the hunt. 
  

  

	  

	Closure 

The day after the trip, groups will present their results as a presentation. This will allow the instructor to check whether each assigned mission was met with success. 

  


                                

  

Evaluation of Student Comprehension: 

  

On the day of the group presentations, the teacher should have a list of the required assignments/mission/activities that the hunt encompassed. During the presentations the teacher can simply check if the group accomplished each task.  

  

     

Assessment of the Lesson: 

Students can journal about what they learned and what they thought about the scavenger hunt experience. 

  

  

   

Supplemental Information for Teachers: 

  

Internet Resources: 

For each source provide… 

  

Web address:www.capefearguide.com (they also have a publication called Come & Play that can be found at various locations downtown) 

Author and Title: Wilmington NC and the Cape Fear Coast 
by Wilmington/Cape Fear Coast Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Brief synopsis of the source: Provides synopsis of attractions in the Wilmington area and includes a map. 

  

  

  

  

Attachments: 
List of Scavenger Hunt tasks 

  

The Awesome 8th Grade Video/Photo/Etc. Scavenger Hunt 

  

General Thoughts 

Divide homerooms in half; take one-half on Day One and the other half on Day Two (or re-arrange within teams) 

All 8th grade teachers go both days; at least one parent volunteer goes with each homeroom group 

Add $3 or $4 to bus and materials fee to pay for substitute teachers (combine students who are left into three or four classes [perhaps one combined class per team or three subs per day]; regular teachers to plan easy and fun activities for the students who are left behind) 
Each student should bring exactly $5.00 [teach budgeting] to buy a take-out lunch and other food in downtown Wilmington (charge extra $ for kids who can’t afford the $5) Teachers will be padded with some cash for overage, etc.  Student treasurer will be given cash for certain tasks (buying newspaper, postcards, etc.)  

Each student in the group will have a role (treasurer; videographer; photographer; scribe; historian; speaker; list-maker; mathematician; scientist; commemorative sign noter; etc.).  Each role will be in charge of different activities.  Teachers can reassign roles for different segments of the hunt. 

Timeline: 0840 leave school; 0920 arrive at New Hanover Main Library [3rd & Chestnut]; 0930 Hunt begins; 1115-1200 – buy take out lunch and eat on steps of Federal Building; 1200 Second Stage of Hunt; 1300 leave Library for school(stopping at 1898 Memorial Park; 1400 Return to school 
  

Scavenger Hunt Tasks 

  

5th St. 

Collect a piece of Spanish Moss 

  

Take photos and videos of the group by at least 5 different law office signs 

Take photos and videos of at least 5 different church steeples 

  

5th and Princess Sts. (20 N. 5th St.) 

Find the Newton & Newton sign on the door 

Take a pic and video of the group on the porch 

  

4th and Princess 

Buy a copy of the Star-News from the Vending machine (if this machine runs out of papers, buy at another site) 

  

Thalian Hall/3rd & Princess/City Hall 

Read Gettysburg Address on steps and take video/pic of group 

Find TH marker and write down 2 facts 

Read Emma Lazarus’s New Colossus at Statute of Liberty model 

Scientist figures out and explains how the Eternal Flame keeps burning 
List the organization that dedicated the Statute of Liberty model and when it was dedicated 

Look back at the courthouse clock and note the time 

Find out what year in which TH was constructed and note between which two wars it was constructed 

Note to which groups the flagpole is dedicated 

Note which US president addressed the citizens of Wilmington from TH/CH steps and on what date he delivered his address 

Note the number of steps from the Third St. sidewalk to the front door of City Hall 

Note which Federal Agency built City Hall, in which year, and name who was president in that year 

Note the type of insect habitat in pictured on the front of CH 

Note what hangs below the clock on the County Courthouse. 

Count and record the number of times the County Courthouse bell rings 

Note five upcoming events at TH 

List the names and the offices of the persons for whom the eight spaces are reserved at the CH parking lot 

Note the birthplace of Rev. Thomas Price 

  

Library 

List the three NH County Medal of Honor winners and two facts about each 

Estimate the number of books on all rows and both sides of Shelf 19; list the name and author of three books on this shelf 

Make a copy of a page in one of these books 

Go to the large map of Wilmington and list the five closest streets to the ILM runways 

Read and summarize the article on Marie Curie from the World Book Encyclopedia 

Each student pick up a tourist brochure on the way out 

  

2nd & Chestnut 

What social club is located here?  When was it founded?  Who was its first president? 

Take a photo/video in front of its doors 

  

Front and Chestnut 

Video the group singing the “Old North State Song” in front of the Old North State bank building 

  

Main Post Office 

Buy a postcard; address and write a note on it; have each student sign it; mail it to the principal of the school 

Note the mural in the main lobby: take a pic of it; note when it was painted and guess the time period it depicts; note the artist; identify at least five types of transportation in the painting 

Identify the plant portrayed in the sculpture in front of the building and note its artist 

List the names of all the newspapers in the racks in front of the Post Office 

  

Battleship 

Take at least three photos of the Battleship from at least three different locations in Wilmington 

  

Walk thru the alley intersecting Market St. bet. 2nd & 3rd 

  

Take a ride on the free trolley 

  

Throw a penny in the fountain at Kenan Plaza at 5th and Market 

  

Tell a ghost story at the apartment building at 5th and Market 

  

*  Go to the marker at the foot of Orange St along the Riverwalk and locate the historical marker.  What happened there? (this is part of the National Underground Railroad Network) 

  

  

Check to see if the Bellamy Manion or Burgwin-Wright home would allow the students to look for an item there and guess what it was used for without having to pay admission. 

  

