Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Holly Byrd

	Subject:  Slavery in North Carolina

	Grade Level: 8

	Class Time Required:  1 period

	Lesson Title:  Through Their Eyes


Essential Question:
	What was slavery really like for those who experienced it and what happened to them after the war once slavery was abolished?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will read about and profile ex-slaves through their narratives.  Students will write narratives of their own or conduct interviews of family members who lived through a significant historic event.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


SS-3.04 Describe the development of the institution of slavery in the State and nation, and assess its impact on the economic, social, and political conditions.

SS-4.03 Assess North Carolina's role in the Civil War and analyze the social and economic impact of the war on the state.

LA-1.01 Narrate a personal account which: 

· creates a coherent, organizing structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context. 

· establishes a point of view and sharpens focus. 

· uses remembered feelings. 

· selects details that best illuminate the topic. 

· connects events to self/society.

LA-5.01 Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through a meaningful and comprehensive literacy program by discussing the effects of literary devices.
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
*understand that slave conditions varied widely across the state and nation

*share the story of at least one ex-slave from NC

*recognize that while some ex-slaves continued to work on the farm due to lack of other skills, others went on to contribute to society in great ways

*identify and interpret examples of dialect



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 

 Copies of Book: Slave Narratives: North Carolina by Applewood press (from the Federal Writer’s Project, 1936-1938)
If you want to include other states besides NC, you can use this website http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/voices/

Secondary Sources:



	Technology:  Internet, projector


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)  Having already been discussing slavery, tell students they will now get to read the true stories of some ex-slaves who would have been fairly young, perhaps their age, when they were enslaved.  


	Teacher led instruction:  Students are given a profile sheet to complete about one person they read about.  They will use these later to tell the class who they read about.  This way, students will get differing perspectives without having to read all the narratives.  It is ok if students choose the same person.

	Guided Practice: As students begin to read, they may not be able to determine all the information requested on the sheet.  Teacher will help them locate it or instruct them to write “unknown.” 

	Independent Practice

Students will be asked to write a narrative of something difficult they have been through or to interview someone they know (family member, neighbor, etc.) who has lived through an important historic event (war, military service, 9/11, etc.)  It can be along the lines of “Where were you when you heard….and how did you react?”

	Closure:  Students share with a partner and then with the class what they found out through the profiling activity.  Later students share their narrative or interview findings (written or recorded)


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Students are able to complete the profile sheet and share about the person they read about in small and large group discussion.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
Web address: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/voices/ 
Author and Title: Voices from the days of slavery by The Library of Congress: American Memory
Brief synopsis of the source:

If you do not have access to the book, you can use this website or search for slave narratives and print enough excerpts for the class to read and swap.  This site includes audio recordings of some of the interviews conducted by FWP workers.
Attachments:  Profile sheet questions (I posted these on the white board with the mimio and projector)
Slave Narratives: Ex-slave Profile Sheet
1) Name of ex-slave being interviewed:____________________________

2) Where in NC were they from?_______________________________

3)  Family: (parents, siblings)____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4) Who was their owner/master/"marse"/"massa"? __________________________________

5) List some hardships that they went through:

6)  What was their attitude toward the “Yankees”? (if applicable)
7)  How did they eventually become free and what did they do then?
8) Give examples of dialect used in the narrative and what you think it means:
