Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Patricia Kenan-Herrmann

	Subject:  Social Studies 

	Grade Level:  Eighth Grade

	Class Time Required:  Fifty Minutes 

	Lesson Title:  Women in History


Essential Question:
	What:  The Trail of Tears and how the women of the Cherokee Nation attempted to prevent disaster.
Why:    To recognize and acknowledge the universal motivations of men and women to protect their homes and their people.  To recognize and acknowledge women as activists.



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students read and discuss an overview of the Trail of Tears; posit questions about what the Cherokee people might have done to prevent the eventual outcome of removal; specifically focus on the women of the Cherokee Nation and their characteristic roles in the culture, historically and current to the time of the Removal; read the Cherokee Women’s Petition, in whole or in part, as time and fluency allows, and discuss their responses; analyze and relate the actions of the women to modern turmoil in regions of the world.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	SCOS:  1.01-1.03 / 3.04-3.07 / 6.01—At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to analyze important geographic, political, economic, and social aspects of life in the region prior to the Revolutionary Period, specifically the Cherokee Indian women and their resolve to intercede and prevent further selling of Cherokee land to the white settlers.  Further, the learner will be able to identify and describe American Indian women of the Cherokee Nation who sought to prevent the selling of Cherokee which would ultimate lead to The Cherokee Removal and the end of their lives and cultures as a people freely inhabiting the region.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:  The Cherokee Women’s Petition of May 2, 1817, reprinted from The Cherokee Removal:  A Brief History with Documents.  Theda Perdue and Michael D. Green, eds. Boston:  Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press, 1995).
The Trail of Tears, oil painting by Robert Lindneux, 1942 (Woolaroc Museum, Bardesville, Oklahoma).
Secondary Sources:  “Native Americans:  The Cherokee,” The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History—An Overview of the Period from the Gilder Lehrman History in a Box collection.


	Technology:  Document projector; Interwrite overlay feature; Interwrite interactive features; CD-ROM with computer and speakers.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Projection of The Trail of Tears oil painting with CD-ROM sound of Native American poetry from An American Sampler followed by Interwrite overlay of prior knowledge request:  “What do you know—or what do you suppose—life was like for Cherokee women prior to the Removal of the Cherokee from their lands in Georgia.

	Teacher led instruction
Let’s read together a brief history of the Cherokee leading up to the Cherokee removal, so that we can determine how accurately we perceive the sequence of events.  



	Guided Practice  
While we frequently hear about the great generals of war—any war—some historians feel we cannot learn the true impact and causes of war without examining the accounts of the general populations.   Often, modern historians examine the actions and writings of the women of a period in order to gain a more realistic view of life and events leading up to major historical tragedies.


	Independent Practice

Document projection of The Cherokee Women’s Petition of May 2, 1817, from “The Cherokee ladys[sic] now being present…to…for it would be impossible to remove us all.”  Request that students read the projected document and comment.
Using document overlay, each student will contribute one evaluation or revision of a stipulation, provision, request, or warning within The Cherokee Women’s Petition to analyze the document’s impact or lack thereof on the council. 

	Closure
Recalling the Cherokee women and their fear of the inevitable sellout of their entire culture through the sale of land to the whites, resume the projected oil painting of The Trail of Tears with CD-Rom sound of songs from An American Sampler.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Socratic assessment occurs immediately through the voluntary and/or required participation of each student.  A follow-up could be a writing assignment of a Paideia circle in which current events within a modern country or state might be compared to the apprehensions expressed by the Cherokee women.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, www.gilderlehrman.org
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, History in a Box Series:  “Native Americans:  The Cherokee”
For each source provide…

