
Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Patricia Kenan-Herrmann

	Subject:  Transatlantic Slave Trade

	Grade Level:  9th Grade

	Class Time Required:  1 to 2 Periods

	Lesson Title:  How to Analyze Primary Sources


Essential Question:

	What is a primary source and how do we analyze primary sources?




Brief Description of Lesson:

	The teacher will give an introduction to two primary sources, which are accounts by Portuguese travelers to Africa in the 16th century.  In doing so, the teacher will outline the motivations for Portuguese expansion outward beginning in the 16th century and how European expansion into Africa relates to the formation of the transatlantic slave trade which began as early as the 16th century.  The teacher will then describe for students the differences between what constitutes a primary and secondary source while giving a variety of examples to help explain the main differences.  Examples of primary sources will include posters, maps, cartoons, newspapers, films, and journals.  Examples of secondary sources will include textbooks, biographies, and articles or books on past events.  Then the teacher will outline 7 main questions for students to answer when critically examining primary sources.  To provide an example, the teacher will use a short excerpt from a letter written by Christopher Columbus to the Spanish monarchy in 1492.  Students will read the letter and then the teacher will ask 7 questions to help them examine critically this primary source:   1) Who is the author?  2) What type of source is this?   3) What is the message of the source?  4) Who is the intended audience?  5) Why was this source created?  6) Is this source credible or accurate?   7) How is this source valuable to me?  

The teacher will then divide the students into 7 groups.  Each student will be given a worksheet with all seven questions, and Students will then read a description of a voyage from Lisbon to the Island of São Thomé by an anonymous Portuguese pilot in 1540, taken from the book Europeans in West Africa, 1540-1560, and “The Land of Prester John” written in 1540 by a Portuguese missionary Francisco Alvarez taken from African History: Text and Readings, Vol. 2: Eastern African History.   each group will be assigned one of the questions.  After 20 minutes, the groups will get together and answer the question they have been assigned as it relates to each reading, comparing the two readings.  After 15 minutes, each group will then present their question and answers to the rest of the class.  While each group presents their answers, the other students will write these answers on the worksheet to be turned into the teacher at the end of class.  

As each group answers the questions, they will compare the two primary sources.  Using the primary sources, the teacher will guide the class as a whole to outline the major motivations that impelled Portuguese expansion into Africa in the 16th century:   1) crusading zeal, 2) desire for gold, 3) Prester John, 4) search for spices, 5) search for slaves.  After outlining the major motivations for Portuguese expansion into Africa, the teacher will discuss how these sources demonstrate that transatlantic slavery was built on an already existing slave trading network in Africa.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	SCOS:  1.05 / 3.05—At the conclusion of  this lesson students will be able to distinguish between a primary and secondary source as well as provide examples of each.  In addition, students will be equipped with seven questions that they will use to critically examine primary sources.  Students will also be able to explain what impelled Portuguese expansion into Africa in the 16th century and how this connects to the formation of the transatlantic slave trade.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

Handout for the beginning of class:

Directions:  Respond to the following questions—at least three sentences required for each response

First Question:  What is the difference between a primary and a secondary source and give examples of each?

Second Question:  Who is the author?

Third Question:  What type of source is this?

Fourth Question:  What is the message of the source?

Fifth Question:  Who is the intended audience?

Sixth Question: Why was this source created?

Seventh Question: Is this source credible or accurate?

Eighth Question: How is this source valuable to me?

	Primary Sources:

Copies of a voyage from Lisbon to the Island of São Thomé by an anonymous Portuguese pilot and “The Land of Prester John” by Francisco Alvarez.  

Copies of Christopher Columbus’ letter to the Spanish monarchy in 1492.

Secondary Sources:

A map of 16th century Africa.  

Copies of the handouts for the students.  

	Technology: Document Camera 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Document camera projection of a short excerpt from a letter written by Christopher Columbus to the Spanish monarchy in 1492 for students to view and read.

	Teacher led instruction

The teacher will give an introduction to two primary sources, which are accounts by Portuguese travelers to Africa in the 16th century.  In doing so, the teacher will outline the motivations for Portuguese expansion outward beginning in the 16th century and how European expansion into Africa relates to the formation of the transatlantic slave trade which began as early as the 16th century.  The teacher will then describe for students the differences between what constitutes a primary and secondary source while giving a variety of examples to help explain the main differences.  

	Guided Practice  

To provide an example, the teacher will use a short excerpt from a letter written by Christopher Columbus to the Spanish monarchy in 1492.  Students will read the letter and then the teacher will ask 7 questions to help them examine critically this primary source:   1) Who is the author?  2) What type of source is this?   3) What is the message of the source?  4) Who is the intended audience?  5) Why was this source created?  6) Is this source credible or accurate?   7) How is this source valuable to me?  



	Independent Practice

The teacher will then divide the students into 7 groups.  Each student will be given a worksheet with all seven questions, and each group will be assigned one of the questions.  Individual and group responses to the seven questions provided by teacher and responding to their reading of a description of a voyage from Lisbon to the Island of São Thomé by an anonymous Portuguese pilot in 1540, taken from the book Europeans in West Africa, 1540-1560, and “The Land of Prester John” written in 1540 by a Portuguese missionary Francisco Alvarez taken from African History: Text and Readings, Vol. 2: Eastern African History.  Each group will be assigned one of the questions for which they will be responsible.  

	Closure

As each group answers the questions, they will compare the two primary sources.  Using the primary sources, the teacher will guide the class as a whole to outline the major motivations that impelled Portuguese expansion into Africa in the 16th century:   1) crusading zeal, 2) desire for gold, 3) Prester John, 4) search for spices, 5) search for slaves.  After outlining the major motivations for Portuguese expansion into Africa, the teacher will discuss how these sources demonstrate that transatlantic slavery was built on an already existing slave trading network in Africa.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

At the end of the lesson, the teacher will have the students turn in the handout,
which was handed to them at the beginning of class. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:


