Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Joe Newton

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 2 Periods (180 min.)

	Lesson Title: The importance of Ft. Fisher and Wilmington N.C. during the Civil War.


Essential Question:
What do you really know about the importance that Ft. Fisher and Wilmington played for the Confederacy during the Civil War? 

Brief Description of Lesson:
This lesson was developed to enhance the student’s knowledge of local history. Given that many students have parents that are not native to our area, the intent is to introduce 8th graders to the importance that our local geographic area played in maintaining the Confederacy during the Civil War and the social impacts that resulted from this unique predicament.

Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	Goal #4: The learner will examine the causes, course, and character of the Civil War and
                Reconstruction and their impact on North Carolina and the nation.
                


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 
-Will use various maps from the time period to educate students to the Cape Fear River area

 and the protruding Frying Pan shoals which extend off the Cape causing a navigational
 hazard to larger ships, which resulted in the success of daring, fast, shallow drafted Blockade

 Runners.
-Period maps showing Railroad routes that stemmed from Wilmington into the heart of the

 Confederacy.
-Charts that show the increase in prices of consumer goods within Wilmington during the War

  years.
-Various sketches, paintings of blockade runners.

-UNCW’s Civil War primary sources documents collection. 

Secondary Sources:

Several books: Chris Fonvielle’s “The Wilmington Campaign”, James Sprunt’s “Chronicles of the Cape Fear”. 
Video/VHS-Grey Ghosts of the Confederacy

	Technology: LCD Projector, computer


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Ask students if they can state the relationship between Fort Fisher and Wilmington during the Civil War. As 8th graders, you will not get much of a response. At this point ask the students to take out a blank sheet of paper and write how they would feel if they thought the neighborhood/town/city they lived in was going through a constant fear of being invaded, to the point where they could hear bombs exploding, getting closer each night over a course of a few weeks.

	Teacher led instruction

After the jump-starter activity, ask students to share their stories. When done, present the maps of the Cape Fear Coast that include the shoals and discuss how Wilmington/Cape Fear area, was in a geographic spot that supported the success of Blockade Running and how this would enable Ft. Fisher to be a formidable foe for Union blockade ships. 

Discuss how this effected ships and earned the area the name “Cape Fear”. 
After this discussion, project the layout of Ft. Fisher, noting the range of it s guns and how the fort and the shoals provided a safe haven for those running the Union Blockade off the southern coastline. It should be noted that the background of the Union 

Blockade should be explained to the students and the purpose, to strangle a flow of goods into and out of southern ports.
Next, project a period map that shows the distance between Wilmington and Fort Fisher. Also show a map that illustrates the “spurs” that formed off the Wilmington and Weldon RR running into various Confederate states.

Present in a power-point, various facts that relate how Wilmington economically changed during this period. It should also be stated that this is indicative of southern states in general, during this time period. Display graphs that show the numerous increase in prices for goods, increases that ran into the 100’s of percent. During this presentation, project the number of Blockade Runners that came into Wilmington, also noting what happened when the “Kate” arrived and triggered an outbreak of Yellow fever, killing hundreds in Wilmington.
For the guided practice activity, students need to know the “map visuals distances” between Wilmington, Bahamas and Bermuda



	Guided Practice  

After the discussion form groups by using the “two card deck” method. Each student has a card; the teacher has a second deck with the same cards, example follows: teacher draws Ace of clubs, 2 of hearts, 10 of hearts, and 8 of diamonds. Students that have those cards now form a group and proceed to their groups. Distrub to each group a “geographic” map of Ft. Fisher and the the Cape Fear area.  Instruct students to plot their exit and entrance route to Wilmington, noting the actual layout of the union fleet, and how they could be avoided, slipping through the fleet.  Students can present their escape routes in front of the class.


	Independent Practice
Students will work in groups and diagnose the lower Cape Fear area as they plot their Blockade Running route.

	Closure
Ask groups to come to the front and present their “map” of escape using a mimio board to mark the route.  After the presentations, take note of the impact of blockade running in the area and it importance. Make it a point to highlight RR connections and their importance that transcended into survival for an agrarian south during the Civil War.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Students will be tested on their knowledge of local Civil War History in an informal, mode.

Students will be asked to present their ‘blockade-running routes” to Bermuda or the Bahamas and state why they chose that route.

Students will turn in completed outline maps and essays on what they think they learned.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…
Web address: www.google.com
