Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Christine Velazquez

	Subject: North Carolina History

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 1 60 minute class period

	Lesson Title: Constitution scavenger hunt


Essential Question:
	How is the Constitution the framework for our government and how our society is run?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Using the constitution and the hand out the students will find key elements of the Constitution.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
Competency Goal 2 Obj. 2.05
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
-understand key points of the Constitution.

-how the Constitution lays out the rules for our society
-familiarity with the writing style of the Constitution



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Constitution
Secondary Sources:



	Technology: None


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

What are some of your rights?  Which one is the most important to you?  Why?

	Teacher led instruction
Print out a few amendments or articles.  What do you think they mean?  Why would they be in the Constitution?  

	Guided Practice  

Teacher should briefly go through the Constitution with the students so they have some idea where to find the answers. 

	Independent Practice

Students need a copy of the Constitution.  In groups of two, they use the Constitution to find the answers to the questions on the activity sheet. 

	Closure
Students find news articles where the Constitution is being challenged or questioned.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Informal assessment:  Teacher walking around the room to make sure students are working
Formal assessment: Completed handout

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments: Constitution scavenger hunt activity sheet
