Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author:   Margaret Arrowood

	Subject:  NC History

	Grade Level:     8

	Class Time Required:   2 ½ - 3 Periods

	Lesson Title:  Who can claim the first Thanksgiving, Plymouth or Berkeley?




Essential Question:
	Considering documentation, can historians be absolutely sure the first Thanksgiving was a celebration of the Pilgrims and the Native Americans that assisted them?





Brief Description of Lesson:
	Socratic Seminar.  Students will first read accounts of both the celebration at Plymouth and Berkeley Plantation.  Students will read the only 2 primary sources accounts from Plymouth and a statement given by Capt. John Woodleif, a survivor of the “starving time.”  After answering a series of didactic questions to provide seminar information, students will discuss their thought about Thanksgiving.  Once the seminar is over, students will complete a persuasive essay outlining their beliefs about the first Thanksgiving.




Lesson Plan Objectives:	2.05;  Communication Skills  1.03, 3.03
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

Argue a stance concerning when and where the first Thanksgiving took place providing evaluative viewpoints and offer specific reasons from the documents to justify their beliefs.	





Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
Attachments:  Thanksgiving at Berkley;  Thanksgiving First at Berkeley;  The First Official Thanksgiving;  Pilgrims Thanksgiving

Secondary Sources:
Directions for Socratic Seminar including rubric;   list of student didactic questions;  seminar questions



	Technology:







Suggested Teaching Strategies:    Socratic Seminar
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students will read the provided literature and answer the didactic questions to provide themselves with the proper background knowledge to discuss questions and justify answers.  This can be a period or a homework assignment.  (a set of didactic questions are attached)

	Teacher led instruction
Seminar will be let and graded by the teacher as students participate.  The teacher will go over the rules and guidelines of seminaring and discuss participation etiquette. 

	Guided Practice  
Teacher to begin seminar with a round-robin question eliciting a basic response from every student, thus starting the conversation and allowing each participant to start with a participation point.  The teacher will then ask questions to keep conversation going, if students are not redirecting responses among themselves.
(a set of seminar questions are attached)

	Independent Practice
Following the seminar students will write an argumentative essay choosing which society they believe had the first Thanksgiving and why?

	Closure
Students offer their “vote” for the settlement and why.  Then class will take a “vote.”


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Seminar Rubric: 		1/3 Preparation  =  Articles and Questions answered
				1/3  Seminar 
				1/3 Reflective Activity


Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.





Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
For each source provide…

Web address:    www.pilgrimhall.org/1stthnks.htm
Author and Title:   Pilgrim Hall Museum
Brief synopsis of the source:   Gives students their prior knowledge by listing the passengers and relations
				on the Mayflower as well as providing the only 2 primary source documents
				of the time, writings of Edward Winslow and William Bradford



Web address:  www.richmondtimesdispatch.com
Author and Title:  Ross MacKenzie,  The First Thanksgiving Likely Occurred Here, & not at Plymouth….
                                    November 26. 1998
Brief synopsis of the source:  This article presents evidence that a thanksgiving celebration occurred at Berkeley
				Plantation in 1619 and offers the quote from a survivor of the “starving time,”
				Capt. John Woodlef who using the word thanksgiving in to direct the settlers into
				a day of celebration.  Also, discusses why President John F. Kennedy proclaimed
                           			Virginia to be where the first Thanksgiving was held.

Web address:   www.history .com/content/thanksgiving/the-first-thanksgiving
Author and Title:  The History Channel, excerpt from “The History of Thanksgiving
Brief synopsis of the source:   In the History, both the Pilgrims and the Virginia settlers are mentioned and the
				on-going disagreement allude to.

Web address:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/11/19/AR2007111901695.html
Author and Title:  By Brigid Schulte,Washington Post Staff Writer, Tuesday, November 20, 2007
Brief synopsis of the source:  Article adds possible reasons for no written documentation

Web address:  www.richmondtimesdispatch.com
Author and Title:  Charles Miller,  The First Thanksgiving was in Virginia
Brief synopsis of the source:  Miller is president of Virginia First Thanksgiving Festival, Inc.  and provides in his
				articles background on the participants and reasons for first Thanksgiving


Attachments:
	Thanksgiving at Berkley;  Thanksgiving First at Berkeley;  The First Official Thanksgiving;  Pilgrims Thanksgiving
	Directions for Socratic Seminar including rubric;   list of student didactic questions;  seminar questions



