SOCRATIC SEMINARS
	The practice of Socratic Seminars teaches students to recognize the differences between dialogue and debate and to strive to increase the qualities of dialogue and reduce the qualities of debate in each Socratic Seminar. Some of the most significant differences between dialogue and debate are presented below. 
DIALOGUE AND DEBATE 
· Dialogue is collaborative: multiple sides work toward shared understanding.
Debate is oppositional: two opposing sides try to prove each other wrong. 
· In dialogue, one listens to understand, to make meaning, and to find common ground.
In debate, one listens to find flaws, to spot differences, and to counter arguments. 
· Dialogue enlarges and possibly changes a participant's point of view.
Debate affirms a participant's point of view. 
· Dialogue reveals assumptions for examination and reevaluation.
Debate defends assumptions as truth. 
· Dialogue creates an open-minded attitude: an openness to being wrong and an openness to change.
Debate creates a close-minded attitude, a determination to be right. 
· In dialogue, one submits one's best thinking, expecting that other people's  reflections will help improve it rather than threaten it.
In debate, one submits one's best thinking and defends it against challenge to show that it is right. 
· Dialogue calls for temporarily suspending one's beliefs.
Debate calls for investing wholeheartedly in one's beliefs. 
· In dialogue, one searches for strengths in all positions.
In debate, one searches for weaknesses in the other position. 
· Dialogue respects all the other participants and seeks not to alienate or offend.
Debate rebuts contrary positions and may belittle or deprecate other participants. 
· Dialogue assumes that many people have  pieces of answers and that cooperation can lead to a greater understanding.
Debate assumes a single right answer that somebody already has. 
· Dialogue remains open-ended.
Debate demands a conclusion. 






Rules for Socratic Seminar
In the seminar, we………….
· criticize ideas, but not the people with them
· give opinions, and give clear reasons for them
· give examples when possible
· ask questions about what we read, hear, or see for
clarification

· remain focused on the text
· are willing to change our opinions with the addition of more information  

· speak freely   -  there is no need to raise hands, but
be polite and don’t interrupt other people

· have a responsibility to participate                                                     



SCORING A SOCRATIC SEMINAR


1.  To participate in the seminar, students are to complete a 
	didactic (directed reading) to acquire the background knowledge
	and facts that will strengthen the students point(s).
	>students who do not complete the work will not be able
	   to participate and will be given an additional assignment
           to use in place of the seminar grade.

2.  Seminar  -  students receive points for
	a)  +1 point for just stating your opinion
	b)  +1+1 points for stating your opinion and then using a fact
        	or example from the reading or your experience to “back 			up” your opinion.
	c)   +2 points if you answer the question and then ask a follow-up
		question for the group
	d)   -1 for any negative comment directed to a student or the
		 group
	
3.  Follow-up
	After every seminar, students will reflect on the discussion, both
	their opinions as well as those stated by fellow students.  They
	will complete a summary assignment that ties the material and
	discussion together.


GRADING RUBRIC:
				1/3  Preparation Article/Activity
				1/3  Seminar / Alternative Activity
				1/3  Reflective Activity
	  Final Grade =


