Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniel Lee Britt

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level:8th grade

	Class Time Required:  60 min.

	Lesson Title:  Which colony would you choose?




Essential Question:
	Based on the information presented in the primary source documents which colony would you choose to live in and why?  



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will find and review several primary source documents for the colonies of Virginia and North Carolina.  Based on comparison students will then use a decision making chart to detail their choices.  Finally students will write a letter back home to their family and/or friends to describe why they chose their particular colony.




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
	Competency Goal 1
	The learner will analyze important geographic, political, economic, and social aspects of life in the region prior to the Revolutionary Period.

	 
	Objectives
1.01 Assess the impact of geography on the settlement and developing economy of the Carolina colony.
1.02 Identify and describe American Indians who inhabited the regions that became Carolina and assess their impact on the colony.
1.03 Compare and contrast the relative importance of differing economic, geographic, religious, and political motives for European exploration.
1.04 Evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on the cultures of American Indians, Europeans, and Africans.
1.05 Describe the factors that led to the founding and settlement of the American colonies including religious persecution, economic opportunity, adventure, and forced migration.
1.06 Identify geographic and political reasons for the creation of a distinct North Carolina colony and evaluate the effects on the government and economics of the colony.
1.07 Describe the roles and contributions of diverse groups, such as American Indians, African Americans, European immigrants, landed gentry, tradesmen, and small farmers to everyday life in colonial North Carolina, and compare them to the other colonies.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:   
· John Lawson, A New Voyage to Carolina; Containing the Exact Description and Natural History of That Country: Together with the Present State Thereof. And a Journal of a Thousand Miles, Travel'd Thro' Several Nations of Indians. Giving a Particular Account of Their Customs, Manners, &c. (London, 1709).
· (Unknown author, 1622, from A Declaration of the State of the Colony and Affaires in Virginia.
· Cumming, W. P., “The Earliest Permanent Settlement in Carolina,” in The American Historical Review 45:1 (Oct. 1939). 
· Powell, William S., North Carolina through Four Centuries (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1989), 52. 
· Robert Horne, A Brief Description of the Province of Carolina... (London, 1666), reprinted in Alexander S. Salley, Jr., ed., Narratives of Early Carolina, 1650-1708 (New York, 1911), 66-73.
· Letter from Christen Janzen to unnamed recipients, 30 April 1711. Transcribed and printed in Vincent H. Todd, ed., Christoph von Graffenried's Account of the Founding of New Bern (Raleigh, N.C.: Edwards and Broughton Printing Co., 1920), pp. 317–320.

Secondary Sources:  
· Video: Cooking in Colonial America.  http://www.learnnc.org/lp/multimedia/13300
· Probate inventory of Darby O'Brian, 1725  From J. Bryan Grimes, ed., North Carolina wills and inventories (Raleigh, N.C.: Published under authority of the Trustees of the Public Libraries, 1912), p. 525.



	Technology:  Computer Lab, Internet Access, Thinking Map Software, LCD Projector.




Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) 
Students will watch provided video in class demonstrating cooking in colonial America to get a glance of colonial life.  See Attachment…
Ask the students to imagine they are twenty-five and are thinking about moving to the new world.   Student have two options for a new home Virginia



	Teacher led instruction:  TLW be directed on the expectations of the lesson.  Students may need an explanation of how to prepare and fill in a double bubble map.  
Students will be directed as to which of the above websites will be needed to acquire information.  Student should also be directed to find at least two separate primary source documents on their own to support their decision.


	Guided Practice: 
 Divide each student group into smaller cooperative groups that will work together — 3 to 4 students per group.  Each group should have a copy of a decision-making chart.
Groups should work together to read:
Robert Horne’s , A Brief Description of the Province of Carolina (see links below)
John Lawson’s, The present state of Carolina (see links below)
As students review the primary source documents they are to think about the pros and cons of each of the colonies, but in the opinion of their group — not necessarily the feelings of the writer.
Allow suitable time for your students the time to read and discuss the above mentioned sources, ask each group to also decide the reason the source was written. 
Students should work together to complete the decision making chart, have the class choose one of the sections to discuss as a whole class. Students should be prepared to support their opinions about why they have labeled items “pro” or “con” during the discussion. 

	Independent Practice:  Homework:   Students should read Janzen Letter and then imagine that they have just moved to either Carolina or Virginia from a European country.   The students will write a letter back to friends or family in their native country describing their new home and why they chose the colony that they did.

	Closure:  Upon returning to class students should be ready to discuss the differences between the two advertisement sources and Christian Janzen’s letter home.   Students should be able to recognize that the advertisements were positive in an effort to convince people to move to the colonies.  Janzen’s letter was actually more truthful to the reality faced by early colonist.


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

· Each group will have a completed decision-making chart that can be explained to the class. Charts should be graded on completeneszsThe homework should be assessed by the following: one written letter which should contain information about the student’s chosen colony.
· Both class discussions will allow the teacher to assess the effectiveness of the lesson and the comprehension of the students. Participation is also to be consider as an element of assessment. 

Assessment of the Lesson:




Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

Video Resource from Learn NC
Colonial cooking demonstration
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/multimedia/13300

Robert Horne, A Brief Description of the Province of Carolina
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/2043
John Lawson, A New Voyage to Carolina
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/1515
 A Letter from Christen Janzen to unnamed recipients, 30 April 1711
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/1902
 A Declaration of the State of the Colony and Affaires in Virginia
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/5338


Attachments: Decision Making Chart
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