Author: Holly Byrd        Subject: NC History            Grade: 8   

  

Class Time Required: One class period 

  

Lesson Title: The Impact of Brunswick Town and Ft. Anderson 

  

Essential Question: What impact did Brunswick Town have on the development of colonial North Carolina?  What role does archaeology play in our understanding of history? 

  

Brief Description of Lesson:  This lesson is the third part of a three-day series.  The first part (written by Ed DeBerri) involves the students participating in an online webquest using Trackstar in order to get background information about Brunswick Town/Ft. Anderson and colonial life.  On day two, students actually visit Brunswick Town/Ft. Anderson and learn about colonial food, woodworking, religion, crime & punishment, militia, and the Revolutionary and Civil Wars.  In this lesson, students will reflect on what they have learrned through these experiences and read an article about a recent archaeological finding at Brunswick Town/Ft. Anderson. 

  

Lesson Plan Objectives:   

1.05 Describe the factors that led to the founding and settlement of the American colonies including religious persecution, economic opportunity, adventure, and forced migration. 

1.06 Identify geographic and political reasons for the creation of a distinct North Carolina colony and evaluate the effects on the government and economics of the colony. 
2.03 Examine the role of North Carolina in the Revolutionary War. 

4.03 Assess North Carolina's role in the Civil War and analyze the social and economic impact of the war on the state. 

  

Students will be able to: 

*Access prior knowledge that was reinforced through the experiences of the webquest and the field trip. 

*Identify knowledge they have gained this year that was reinforced. 

*Discuss new things they learned through these experiences. 

*Recognize the importance of archaeology to our understanding of history. 

  

Materials needed: 

Primary Sources: Star News Article "Brunswick Town excavation unearths window on past" 

 http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/20090409/ARTICLES/904099961?Title=Brunswick-Town-excavation-unearths-window-on-past 

  

Secondary Sources: Chart for students to complete and questions to answer about the article (attached) 

  

Technology: I created the chart using Mimio Notebook so that I could put it up on the white board for students to interact with.  This is not necessary, but if you have Mimios at your school, I can send you the document. 

  

Teacher led instruction:Students are given the chart and instructed to look at the categories on the left.  These are all topics covered by the Trackstar webquest and/or the field trip.  Students are asked to think about anything they may have known or thought they knew about these topics before our study and write them in the first column. *This could be done before the webquest and trip and then returned to students to finish afterward.  Students may want to say they didn't know anything, but encourage them to write things as simple as "Brunswick Town is located in Brunswick County."  Afterall, it is more important that the other two columns about what they've learned are filled up.  In the next column, students are to think about things they have studied this year in class that were presented in the webquest and/or discussed by the tour guides on the trip.  Lastly students are instructed to fill out new things they learned in each category. 

  

Guided Practice:  Students fill out the chart and then we discuss as a class what they wrote, especially what they learned.  I share things I learned also.  

  

Independent Practice:  Students are given the Star News article "Brunswick Town excavation unearths window on past."  They are to read the article and answer the questions when they finish. 

  

Closure: Think, Pair, Share: Students will compare and discuss their answers with a partner.  One person in each pair will share one of their partner's answers as we go over the questions.  Class will end with a discussion of their ideas about the importance of archaeology in our understanding of history and relating that to what we would not have known about Brunswick Town and Fort Anderson without the aid of archaeological excavation. 

  

Evaluation of Student Comprehension: Completion of the chart and participation in class discussion and Think, Pair, Share. 

  

Assessment of the Lesson: Fullness of student reponses on the chart, participation in discussion of what they learned as well as in response to the article. 

  

Supplemental Info: Star News Article "Brunswick Town excavation unearths window on past" 

 http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/20090409/ARTICLES/904099961?Title=Brunswick-Town-excavation-unearths-window-on-pastA 

Author: Veronica Gonzalez 

Synopsis: On the week of April 9, 2009, archaeologists unearthed a wooden platform for a cannon that was used by Confederate soldiers defending the earthworks of Fort Anderson on the Cape Fear River. 

  

Attachments: 

Chart 

Questions for the article 

  


  

