Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniel Lee Britt

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level: 8th 

	Class Time Required:  2 weeks

	Lesson Title:  Slavery on Trial




Essential Question:
	What was life like as a Slave owner?
What was life like as an early African American Slave?
What were some of the arguments both for and against slavery in early America?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will participate in a mock trial to determine the legality of slavery.  Students will take on historical roles as slave owners, abolitionist, freemen, and slaves, to present their cases for or against slavery in early America.
Students will use primary source documents to build evidence in support of both arguments.  Findings will be presented in courtroom format with characters portraying different roles expected in a judicial proceeding.  A jury will decide the case depending on amount of evidence presented.


Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
3.03 Identify and evaluate the impact of individual reformers and groups and assess the effectiveness of their programs.

3.04 Describe the development of the institution of slavery in the State and nation, and assess its impact on the economic, social, and political conditions.

5.01 Identify the role played by the agriculture, textile, tobacco, and furniture industries in North Carolina, and analyze their importance in the economic development of the state.

5.02 Examine the changing role of educational, religious, and social institutions in the state and analyze their impact.

	Teacher Designed Objectives: Students should have a clear understanding of both sides of the slave argument.  Students should realize the importance of slave labor to the building of the new nation and its continued growth through the industrial age while at the same time understanding the injustice faced by many blacks during the time period.  Students should have an understanding of how to find and use primary source documents as evidence to present their case.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Life as a Slave (A Narrative) Mary Reynolds, Discovering the American Past: A Look at the Evidence 6th Edition, Vol. I, Houghton Mifflin, Boston and New York, 2007.  Excerpts from Olaudah Equiano’s (The Horrors of the Middle Passage) 

Below is a list of primary-source materials available throughout the SLAVERY AND THE MAKING OF AMERICA Web site, which is organized by themes. Under each theme is a list of the primary-source documents available.

Secondary Sources: Alex Haley: Roots, Angela Davis: Reflections of a Black Woman’s Role in the Community of Slaves.  Stingfellow, Thornton.  Scriptural and Statistical Views In Favor of Slavery.  Richmond: Randolph, 1856.
Richard H. Colfax's Evidence Against the Views of the Abolitionists, Consisting of Physical and Moral Proofs, of the Natural Inferiority of the Negroes (New York: James T. M. Bleakley Publishers, 1833)


	Technology: Internet, computer access for each student, LCD projector, document camera.



Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) Students will be exposed to historical signs both in support of and against slavery in early American History.  (See below for a list of resources provide by PBS).  Teacher may also find resources using image searches.


	Teacher led instruction:  The teacher will initiate an open forum discussion on the feelings that are evoked by looking at the signs.  Teacher should present questions on why students think slavery was such a big issue in the early history of America.  Were all blacks slaves?  Were all slaves treated harshly?  Were all slave owners bad people?  Why did slavery prosper in the southern states and disappear in the northern states?

Following the discussion students will be picked randomly to participate in the mock trial process.  There will be a need for a judge, defense team, prosecution team, witnesses, experts, and a jury pool.  All to be determined by the class size.

	Guided Practice  
The teacher should facilitate research as students prepare for trail.  Remind students that a strong defense or offense can only be supported by a wealth of information.  The teacher should also direct students to keep information factual as it relates to the evidence.  Evidence as well as supporting details can be presented using expert testimony, eye witness accounts, personal testimony, or artifacts such as primary sources, video, images, or sound clippings.  Students can expand their preparation by doing research on proper courtroom procedures.


	Independent Practice
Students will present found material in the form of a courtroom trial to determine if the need for slave labor outweighed the personal rights of early African Americans.  Each side for the argument will present the information to a jury of peers of in turn will decide the outcome of the trial.  Each student in the class should have an active part in the trial process.


	Closure
Both teams will present final arguments to the jury which will then deliberate on the evidence that has been provided.  Be sure to remind jurors that they are to be impartial despite personal feelings.  Explain how the American judicial system depends on the rule of law when it comes to the trial process.

Once a verdict has been reached it should be presented to the class as a whole.  Depending on the verdict for each count of the indictment the students should be able to have a respectful yet highly productive open discussion about what they learned from the trial process. 


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:  Students should be able to verbalize their opinions and feelings based on the information found during research and presentation.  Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the trial process as laid out in the attached scoring rubric.  Participation as well as amount and accuracy of information will be used in the final scoring of each students work.  In this type of group activity I prefer to provide peer feedback on areas of strength and needed improvement.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
	
The following information was borrowed from the PBS series: Slavery and the Making of America, which is a four-part series documenting the history of American slavery from its beginnings in the British colonies to its end in the Southern states and the years of post-Civil War Reconstruction. Drawing on a wealth of recent scholarship, it looks at slavery as an integral part of a developing nation, challenging the long held notion that slavery was exclusively a Southern enterprise. At the same time, by focusing on the remarkable stories of individual slaves, it offers new perspectives on the slave experience and testifies to the active role that Africans and African Americans took in surviving their bondage and shaping their own lives.



WPA Slave Narratives

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
resource documents/wpa.html
In the 1930s, the Works Progress Administration sponsored a Federal Writers' Project dedicated to chronicling the experience of slavery as remembered by former slaves. Their stories were recorded and transcribed.

Slave Memories

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/memories/
A Flash Interactive with audio clips of first hand accounts recorded by the WPA.

Books for Students
http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
resource documents/kids.html
A resource of books written about slavery for children and teens.

Legal Rights and Government

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/legal/narratives.html
Transcribed interviews with audio clips of personal slave narratives relating to the theme of legal rights and government.

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/legal/docs.html
Primary-source documents related to legal rights and government -- includes legal documents, court papers, pamplets and more.

The Family

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/family/narratives.html
Transcribed interviews with audio clips of personal slave narratives relating to the theme of family.

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/family/docs.html
Primary-source documents related to the slave family -- includes newspaper articles and ads, letters, journal writing, and narratives.

Men, Women and Gender

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/gender/narratives.html
Transcribed interviews with audio clips of personal slave narratives relating to the theme of men, women and gender.

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/gender/docs.html
Primary-source documents related to the theme of men, women and gender -- includes speeches and sermons, pamphlets, newspaper articles and ads, journal writings, and narratives.


	
	


Living Conditions

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/living/narratives.html
Transcribed interviews with audio clips of personal slave narratives relating to the theme of living conditions.

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/living/docs.html
Primary-source documents related to the theme of slave living conditions -- includes laws and proclamations, letters, journal writings, narratives, poetry and literature.

Education, Arts, & Culture

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/education/narratives.html
Personal Narratives including transcribed interviews with audio clips of personal slave narratives relating to the theme of education, arts and culture.

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/education/docs.html
Primary-source documents related the theme of education, arts and culture -- includes laws and proclamations, meeting minutes, pamplets, petitions, letters, and narratives.

Religion

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/religion/narratives.html
Transcribed interviews with audio clips of personal slave narratives relating to the theme of religion.

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/religion/docs.html
Primary-source documents related to the theme of religion -- includes laws and proclamations, speeches, sermons, pamphlets, petitions, narratives, music, and lyrics.

Responses to Enslavement

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/responses/narratives.html
Transcribed interviews with audio clips of personal slave narratives relating to the theme of responding to enslavement.

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/responses/docs.html
Primary-source documents related to responding to enslavement -- includes laws and proclamations, court records, newspaper articles and ads, letters, narratives, journal writings, music and lyrics. 

Freedom and Emancipation

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/freedom/narratives.html
Transcribed interviews with audio clips of personal slave narratives relating to the theme of freedom and emancipation.

http://www.pbs.org/slavery/
experience/freedom/docs.html
Primary-source documents relating to freedom and emancipation -- includes laws and proclamations, personal records, speeches, sermons, newspaper articles and ads, letters and journal writings. 



www.abanet.org 
American Bar Association website provides formats for mock trials. 

www.nationalarchives.com 
National Archives website has a wealth of primary and secondary sources supporting background and major events of the American Civil War and the Reconstruction period. 

http://www.olemiss.edu/courses/his105/lectures/pro-slavery_arguments.pdf
The University of Mississippi History 105 
Lecture on pro-slavery ideals PowerPoint.


Attachments:
Mock Trial Rubric
	Evidence of Persuasion 
	4
Speaker maintains a clear position throughout the entire presentation. Opposing view mentioned and then refuted, making case stronger. 
	3
Speaker maintains a clear position throughout the entire presentation. Opposing view not mentioned or mentioned but not well refuted. 
	2
Speaker moves from one side to the other, never maintaining a solid position. 
	1
Speaker does not establish a clear position. 

	Quality of Information 
	Examples and references are well chosen to best exemplify main points in defense or prosecution of the character. All points are well supported. 
	References support the main point. Research is used to support defense or prosecution of the character. Main points are adequately convincing. 
	References are not connected to research or the reading. Arguments are random and unconvincing. 
	Information is not based on research or book or is unrelated to the main points. 

	Group Cooperation 
	Group works together to share speaking time and information equally. Information refers to and complements that of other group members. Transitions from one speaker to the next are smooth and well prepared. 
	Time allotted to each member is somewhat uneven. Information connects to that of other group members. Transitions are present. 
	Time allotted to each speaker is imbalanced. Information conflicts with or repeats that of other group members. No noticeable transitions from one speaker to the next. 
	No evidence of group planning or cooperation. 

	Understanding of the Issue 
	Presentation uses quotations and examples (with page references so the jury can follow along). Examples are applied to the main points. Actions of character are evaluated against issues raised in the trial. 
	Presentation uses quotations and examples that connect to the main point. The information shows how actions in the reading contribute to the character’s guilt or innocence. 
	Presentation includes few references to the text. Attempts to connect actions of the character to the issues or the trial are awkward or unconvincing. 
	Presentation includes no references to the text. Group speaks in generalizations about issues disconnected from the reading. 

	Delivery and Presentation 
	Speaker makes frequent eye contact with the jury. Volume and pace reflect intensity of main points. Movement and gestures add emphasis to main points. 
	Speaker uses notes but maintains adequate eye contact with the jury. Volume and pace are consistent with main points. Gestures and movement are used hesitantly. 
	Speaker uses note cards to avoid making eye contact. Volume and pace are difficult to follow. Movements are not related to speech and reflect nervousness. 
	Speaker never looks up, cannot be heard, moves nervously, or stands rooted to one spot. 
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