Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Patricia Kenan-Herrmann

	Subject:   Slave Trade and Antislavery

	Grade Level:  7th, 8th or 9th Grade

	Class Time Required:  1 to 2 Periods

	Lesson Title:  Slave Trade and Antislavery


Essential Question:

	How were enslaved Africans treated in the Americas during the era of slavery?  How did published accounts of slave experiences promote antislavery movements beginning in the late 18th century?




Brief Description of Lesson:

	The teacher will give an introduction to the transatlantic slave trade beginning in the 16th century and lasting to the end of the 19th century in the Americas.  The teacher will outline the triangular trade that linked Africa, Europe, and the Americas in a network of exchange that included African slaves as a major commodity.   The teacher will also describe plantation agriculture in the Americas specifically in the North American South, on the rice plantations of South Carolina which required large numbers of African slaves.  The teacher will then divide the students into 4 groups.  

The students will read two primary sources on the slave trade and slavery.  The first source is by Mary Prince, who was a female slave in the Caribbean, and the second is by Olaudah Equiano, who was a slave throughout the Americas and eventually bought his freedom and settled in London.  Prince was born a slave in Bermuda and Equiano was born free in Nigeria and, after being captured, was sent to the Americas as a slave.  Mary Prince’s work dates to the 1830s and Equiano’s to 1788.  These sources provide two different accounts of slavery in the Americas in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  After 20 minutes, the students will answer questions on a handout given to them by the teacher.  Each group will be assigned one of the questions.  

After 15 minutes, the groups will then present their question and answer to the rest of the class.  As each group answers their question, the rest of the class will write the answers on the handout to be turned into the teacher at the end of the class.  The questions will be used to compare the two accounts of enslavement in the Americas as well as relating these accounts to growing antislavery movements taking place across the Atlantic World beginning in the late 18th century.  Both of these accounts were used by abolitionists to push for the abolition of the slave trade and slavery.  At the end of the class, the teacher will explain what is meant by abolition and emancipation and how these works contributed to movements to end the slave trade and slavery.  


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	SCOS:  1.01 / 1.02 / 3.05-3.07 / 6.02 / 6.06 –At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to describe the triangular trade network that was formed in the Atlantic World from the 16th to the 19th century and explain the importance of slaves and plantation agriculture to this system.  Students will also be able to define the terms abolition, emancipation, and antislavery and connect the works of Mary Prince and Olaudah Equiano to growing antislavery movements in the Atlantic World including in North America.  




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

Handout for the beginning of class:

Directions:  Respond to the following questions—at least three sentences required for each response

First Question:  How do Mary Prince and Olaudah Equiano’s accounts compare?  What is similar about their experiences and what is different?

Second Question:  How do Mary Prince and Olaudah Equiano portray slavery in the Americas?   How do they portray slaveowners in the Americas?

Third Question: How do Mary Prince and Olaudah Equiano view Europe and Europeans?  Does Equiano consider himself to be African or European?  What about Mary Prince?

Fourth Question:  How might Mary Prince and Olaudah Equiano’s accounts, which were published in the late 18th and early 19th century, help to promote antislavery movements across the Atlantic World?

	Primary Sources:

Copies of excerpts from Mary Prince’s The History of Mary Prince: A West Indian Slave and Olaudah Equiano’s An Interesting Narrative.  

Secondary Sources:

A map of the Atlantic World from the 16th to the 19th century.    



	Technology: Document Camera 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Online or documentary camera projection of one of the excerpts from Mary Prince’s The History of Mary Prince: A West Indian Slave and Olaudah Equiano’s An Interesting Narrative.
A roll-down or posted map of the Atlantic World from the 16th to the 19th century.    

	Teacher led instruction

The teacher will give an introduction to the transatlantic slave trade beginning in the 16th century and lasting to the end of the 19th century in the Americas, describing plantation agriculture in the Americas specifically in the North American South, on the rice plantations of South Carolina which required large numbers of African slaves

	Guided Practice  

The teacher will outline the triangular trade that linked Africa, Europe, and the Americas in a network of exchange that included African slaves as a major commodity.   

	Independent Practice

The teacher will then divide the students into 4 groups.  

The students will read two primary sources on the slave trade and slavery.  The first source is by Mary Prince, who was a female slave in the Caribbean, and the second is by Olaudah Equiano, who was a slave throughout the Americas and eventually bought his freedom and settled in London.  Prince was born a slave in Bermuda and Equiano was born free in Nigeria and, after being captured, was sent to the Americas as a slave.  Mary Prince’s work dates to the 1830s and Equiano’s to 1788.  These sources provide two different accounts of slavery in the Americas in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  After 20 minutes, the students will answer questions on a handout given to them by the teacher.  Each group will be assigned one of the questions.  



	Closure

After 15 minutes, the groups will then present their question and answer to the rest of the class.  As each group answers their question, the rest of the class will write the answers on the handout to be turned into the teacher at the end of the class.  The questions will be used to compare the two accounts of enslavement in the Americas as well as relating these accounts to growing antislavery movements taking place across the Atlantic World beginning in the late 18th century.  Both of these accounts were used by abolitionists to push for the abolition of the slave trade and slavery.  At the end of the class, the teacher will explain what is meant by abolition and emancipation and how these works contributed to movements to end the slave trade and slavery.  


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

At the end of the lesson, the teacher will have the students turn in the handout,
which was handed to them at the beginning of class. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

