Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniel Lee Britt

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level:7th grade

	Class Time Required:60 minutes

	Lesson Title:  Religious Ties Between Africa and Eastern North Carolina (Power Quest)




Essential Question:
	
How African American religion was influenced by the traditions of Africa and the beliefs of their new puritan neighbors?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will use a prepared PowerPoint to visit informational web sites and complete task associated with the essential question.  By the end of the Power Quest students should be able to completely answer the essential question based on the information learned and the evidence compiled by completing the task.




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
4.01 Describe the patterns of and motives for migrations of people, and evaluate the impact on the political, economic, and social development of selected societies and regions. Students will be able to compare and contrast religious traditions in Africa and Eastern North Carolina during the early colonial period.  Links should be made between the transitions of native Africans to the new world through the Atlantic slave trade.
4.03 Examine key ethical ideas and values deriving from religious, artistic, political, economic, and educational traditions, as well as their diffusion over time, and assess their influence on the development of selected societies and regions in Africa, Asia, and Australia.  Through the presentation of tables, thinking maps and a final essay student will show an understanding of religious diffusion that occurred during the colonial period in the Eastern United States.
13.02 Describe the diverse cultural connections that have influenced the development of language, art, music, and belief systems in North Carolina and the United States and analyze their role in creating a changing cultural mosaic.  Each students essay will present the connections that can be found through primary and secondary sources during their web-quest.
*This lesson will also meet many of the objectives for the NCSCOS  for computer and technology  skills






Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Various primary sources are presented through the attached Power-Quest.  Photos presented link traditional African religious practices with the African American religious experience in Eastern North Carolina.  These photos are in addition to the written sources that will be explored throughout the Power-Quest.

Secondary Sources: The Gospel Train; a folk spiritual is embedded in the PowerPoint along with a link for each student to listen as they follow along with the lyrics.



	Technology: Each student will need access to an internet based computer using Microsoft PowerPoint.




Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) Students will be called upon to list on the board all the terms they can think of that describes religion to them.  Teacher may also lead students in discussion of certain terms or practices that all students may not be familiar with.


	Teacher led instruction:  Teacher will direct students on how to access the web based Power-Quest you will find attached here.  Students should be familiar with the web along with movement and use of Power Point. Once students are introduced to the Power-Quest they should proceed at their own pace.

	Guided Practice:  As students move through the Power-Quest the teacher will need to monitor each and make sure that they understand each task as it is presented.  Students will use web-based resources to complete each task.  Primary and secondary sources are provided in the PowerPoint and also in each website that will help each student with a deeper understanding of the content.


	Independent Practice:  As students explore pre-determined web sites provided in the Power-Quest they will compile information about the religious practices of native Africans and the religious practices of African Americans in colonial America in the form of tables.  This information with then be transcribed onto a double bubble map to compare and contrast the information thus leading to each students conclusion about the influences of cultural diffusion that led to the formation of so many African American religious institutions in Eastern North Carolina.


	Closure:  Students will present their information in the form of an essay that will in turn answer the essential question for the lesson.  Students will provide their essay along with all compiled information for a grade.  Finally students will participate in a round table discussion to exchange ideas and information that each found.


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Each student will be able to reach the goal of the Power-Quest, which is to write an essay that answer’s the essential question.  The goal of this lesson in not to produce a perfectly written essay, but for the student to show a valid understanding of the links between traditional African religious practices and the importance of religion to early African Americans in eastern North Carolina.  The student should be able to show evidence to support his or her understanding and ideals through the tables each creates and the double bubble map that will result from compiled information.  Through the final sharing session each student should be able to share at least one thing that they found interesting about the information they have been exposed to.  At the end each student should be able to verbalize their understanding of the essential question for this lesson.



Assessment of the Lesson:
Teachers may adjust the Power-Quest for their own use based on the needs of their classroom.  Schools using Thinking Map software may choose to have students create table and double bubble map using their computer to enhance the computer skills objectives of this lesson.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
· Elements of traditional African religion 
http://www.afrikaworld.net/afrel/atr_admire.htm

· Explanation of traditional religions in Africa 
http://www.meta-religion.com/World_Religions/Ancient_religions/Africa/traditional_africa.htm

· Compiled Resources on African religious history from Stanford University 
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/religion/african-traditional-religion.html

· Map of religious trends in Africa 
http://www.religiouslyremapped.info/

· BBC resources on African traditions 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/6chapter5.shtml

· African American religion up until the Civil War (UNC Chapel Hill) 
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/tserve/nineteen/nkeyinfo/aareligionc.htm

· The Emergence of the African American Church
 http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel07.html

· The Church in the Southern Black Community, 1780-1925
 http://docsouth.unc.edu/church/index.html

· African-American Religion: A Documentary History Project 
               A History of the Negro Baptists of North Carolina
http://docsouth.unc.edu/church/whitted/whitted.html


Attachments:

PowerPoint of Power-Quest has been included……
