Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Joe Newton

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 3 Periods (180 min.)

	Lesson Title: In the Presence of our state’s Native Americans.


Essential Question:
What do you really know about North Carolina’s Native Americans? 
Brief Description of Lesson:
As we study Ch. 2, the student will be introduced to the rich variety of Native Americans that were found in N.C. from 1500-1800 and their effect on our state’s heritage.
Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	Goal #1: The learner will analyze important geographic, political, economic, and social 

                aspects of life in the region prior to the Revolutionary Period.

Objective 1.02- Identify and describe American Indians who inhabited the regions

                           those became Carolina and assess their impact on the colony.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:  Various written documentation/observation of N.C. Native Americans from early Europeans such as John White, Thomas Harriot and John Lawson. White’s watercolors will displayed through an L.C.D. projector and several copies of Lawson’s book will be used while presenting a background of knowledge for the students.
Also any documents/sources from Native Americans that can be collected will also be used during a presentation introducing students to early Native Americans

Secondary Sources: Current N.C.  Road Maps, various internet sites pertaining to N.C. Native Americans, State Historic Sites Information.

	Technology: LCD Projector, computer


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Ask students to name as many N.C. Native American tribes as they can on a sheet of paper. After they do this, ask them to write how they think these people lived including clothes, food, shelter and where they resided.  When done, randomly select students to approach the front of the class and relate what they wrote.  It should prove that most 8th graders have little knowledge of the diversity of Native American life during this time period. 

	Teacher led instruction  

After the jump-starter activity ends, begin a visual presentation of Native American life that will continue into the next day’s class. This should include images of Native Americans from John White’s watercolors and primary source written documents presented onto the board.  This discussion will be lively as the students giggle and sometimes “are wowed” by the lifestyles of those Native Americans living during this period. Also introduce a map that depicts the three main N.C. groups; Iroquoian, Siouan, Algonquian along with the various tribes within these territories.

	Guided Practice  

After the discussion form groups by using the “two card deck” method. Each student has a card; the teacher has a second deck with the same cards, example follows: teacher draws Ace of clubs, 2 of hearts, 10 of hearts, and 8 of diamonds. Students that have those cards now form a group and proceed to open a current N.C. road map. Today’s students seem unclear of how to use a roadmap, due to the influx of GPS systems, so this is also a good activity to enhance this skill.  First see if students can find where they are currently located. You would be surprised at how many cannot find their location on a state road map. Once map-oriented, give each group a map that depicts the 3 major groups, various tribes and main Indian trails. Also, each student in the group will need an blank outline map of N.C.

	Independent Practice
Instruct students to study the N.C. road map and the Native American map. Tell the students their group assignment is to find how many names appear on the current map that stem from the name of a Native American tribe. They also should list the names/numbers of modern highways and interstates that seem to follow historic Native American trails. Once listed, each student in the group should aprroximaily write the names of tribes in their current location on the blank map. They also should draw lines that parallel those of historic trading trails.

	Closure
Ask groups to come to the front and present their findings. Most groups will note how many towns, counties, etc. are named for Native American tribes. They will also note how modern highways developed along the routes traveled by Native Americans originally and then colonists. After this is completed have students return to their assigned seats and pass back their papers on their Native American knowledge assigned at the start of the lesson. They should now realize how widespread and the impact that Native Americans have had on the development of this state. Have students write a short essay on their findings, 4 paragraphs in length.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Students will turn in completed outline maps and essays on what they think they learned.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…
Web address: www.google.com
Search for various historic documents related to N.C. Native Americans.
Search for N.C. State Historic sites that relate to Native Americans.

Search for Native American tribes located within N.C.

Attachments:
