Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniel Lee Britt

	Subject: Social Studies 

	Grade Level: 7th 

	Class Time Required: 300 min.

	Lesson Title: Independence Across the Atlantic 




Essential Question:
	Were the desires for independence in colonial America and colonial Africa based on the same principles? Would African independence have ever taken place without the influence of the American revolution?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	The colonial experience of Africa is very similar to that of America.  With the exception of two countries all of Africa was once a European colony as was the United States.  Students will explore primary source documents to create theoretical links to demonstrate how the feelings of colonial Americans toward independence were similar to that of colonial Africans almost 200 years later.  Students may also choose to show how independence in America inspired and eventually led to independence in Africa.


Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
7.01 Identify historical events such as invasions, conquests, and migrations and evaluate their relationship to current issues.  Students should be able to relate the historical aspects of the American move toward independence with the movement of African nations.
7.02 Examine the causes of key historical events in selected areas of Africa, Asia, and Australia and analyze the short- and long-range effects on political, economic, and social institutions.  Students should be able to recognize how the American revolution and America’s involvement with Africa during World War II influence the desire of Africans to be free from colonial rule.
10.01 Trace the development of relationships between individuals and their governments in selected cultures of Africa, Asia, and Australia, and evaluate the changes that have evolved over time.  Students should be able to recognize how Africans opinion of colonial rule changed as a result of their interactions with the United States.  Was this the intention of the U.S. government.
10.02 Identify various sources of citizens' rights and responsibilities, such as constitutions, traditions, and religious law, and analyze how they are incorporated into different government structures.  Students should recognize how African declarations of independence and constitutions were influenced in structure and principle by the similar U.S. documents.
10.03 Describe rights and responsibilities of citizens in selected contemporary societies in Africa, Asia, and Australia, comparing them to each other and to the United States.  Students will determine if the aftermath of independence have been similar in post colonial America and Africa.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:  
· Kwame Nkrumah, I Speak of Freedom: A Statement of AfricanIdeology
· The Atlantic Charter (3rd provision)
· Declaration of Independence
· Resolution On Imperialism and Colonialism

Secondary Sources:
· Paintings: The Defense of Rorke's Drift,    
· Death of General Wolf,


	Technology: 21st Century Cart, laptop, LCD, Inter-write tablet, internet access.  Computer lap for student research.







Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) Students will read “I speak of Freedom” by Kwame Nkrumah.  Open discussion about the similarities in the desires and hopes of Nkrumah and the founding fathers of America.  Creation of a double bubble map using inter-write pad on screen.  Students should copy double bubble in their notebook.  Students will be shown a copy of “The Defense of Rorke’s Drift and Death of General Wolf without first being told when and where each painting is set.  


	Teacher led instruction Students will be introduced to Kwame Nkrumah and his role as leader of Ghana.  Detailed explanation of Ghana and its importance as Africa’s first colony to gain independence.  Discussion will focus on how Ghana helped fuel the independence movement across Africa.  Students will be introduced to the theory to African Ideology and Pan-Africanism.  Students will be directed to compare nationalism in America with that expressed in Nkrumah’s speech.

	Guided Practice Students will be given the following documents with the title removed to allow for unbiased comparison.  Students should focus on wording and link between each.  The Declaration of Independence, The Atlantic Charter, Resolution of Imperialism and Colonialism.  Students will highlight similarities in yellow and differences in blue.  Title and source of documents will be revealed after students have compared each.


	Independent Practice Students will use the background knowledge they have about the American revolution and the knowledge obtained through the above actions to begin research on their own theories relating to the fight for independence in both America and Africa.  Students will take a position of whether they feel the two historic movements were related of different.  Students should also recognize and express threats to independence that are faced by African nations.
Students will be required to provide primary source documentation as evidence for their conclusion.  Information should be gathered and presented in the form of a slide show.  

	Closure Students will present their theory along with conclusion and all supporting documentation to class using PowerPoint.  Open question and answer session along with discussion will accompany each presentation to ensure open involvement from all students and expansion of ideals.  As an extension to the lesson students could be required to write a letter to an African nation who has become independent to describe what they should expect of their future as a growing independent nation. 


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Students will use media center and guided internet resources to complete research to support their own personal theory concerning   the link between the American Revolution and Independence in Africa.  Student will present theory along with supporting information in the form of a PowerPoint slide show.  Final grading should be completed using a teacher created rubric that meets your school or district expectations.  

Assessment of the Lesson:
Teachers using this lesson plan need to first make sure students have a good understanding of the American Revolution its causes and resulting consequences for both the British and the Americans.  This lesson may be best developed and used as a web-quest in an effort to focus student research on the material which is needed to complete the assignment.




Supplemental Information for Teachers:

The following two paintings are almost identical as depictions of the violence that accompanied the desire for independence from European rule.  While the settings are on opposite sides of the Atlantic the overall impact of each speaks volumes to the cost those under colonial rule were willing to pay in an effort to be free.  It also shows the importance that imperial powers saw in its colonies.
The Defense of Rorke’s Drift (painting)
http://www.britishempire.co.uk/art/butlerrorkesdrift.htm

Death of General Wolfe at Quebec, (painting)
lehrman.isi.org/catalog/resource/view/id/1316


The Atlantic Charter certainly gave African nations seeking independence a basis on which to build their plans for freedom while creating an obligation of support from the United States, Great Britain and fellow Allied powers.
The Atlantic Charter
http://www.internet-esq.com/ussaugusta/atlantic1.htm
The Atlantic Charter (the text of which appears below) was the product of the Atlantic Conference, which was an historic meeting between President Franklin D. Roosevelt and British Prime Mister Winston Churchill.


Students can scan this document to for wording that is the same or similar to documents used in Africa. 
The Declaration of Independence
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/index.htm


This source provides students with a resource to compare to U.S. documents.
RESOLUTION ON IMPERIALISM AND COLONIALISM
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1958-aapc-res1.html
All-African People's Conference News Bulletin, Vol. I, No. 4 (Accra: 1959), pp. 1-2.


This source provides students with a resource to compare to U.S. documents.
Kwame Nkrumah: 
I Speak of Freedom, 1961
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1961nkrumah.html


Attachments:
