Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Joe Newton

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level: 6th (Plan can be adapted for 8th-12th selected S.S. courses).

	Class Time Required: 3 Periods (180 min.)

	Lesson Title: Freedom of Religion; A cornerstone of our nation?


Essential Question:
	Is freedom of religion a cornerstone of our nation in regards to the country’s development and acceptance of diversity?


Brief Description of Lesson:
As we study Ch.4, People and Cultures, we will look at the worlds 5 major religions and focus on our nation’s tolerance of religious diversity. 
Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	Goal 13 –The learner will describe the historic, economic, and cultural connections among North Carolina, the United States, South America and Europe.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Various excerpts from the various religions could be used as a stimulus for discussion. It would be a decision based on each teacher’s discretion.
Secondary Sources: Local telephone yellow pages providing an informative grasp of religious diversity within our own local community. Also a web-search for the local area’s diverse religions.


	Technology: LCD Projector, computer


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Ask students to write in a short essay (four paragraphs) what their view of freedom of religion means and why it is allowed in this county. This should be done while working quietly at their desks.


	Teacher led instruction  

Have students form a “circle/roundtable” format within the classroom with their desks. 6th graders seem to love the chance to move around and discuss “issues”. After this is accomplished, randomly select students (I use two decks of cards, each desk has a specific card taped to it, I have another deck that matches the cards taped to desk, I shuffle my cards and randomly draw) and ask their views on this topic. Students will then turn in their short essay. This may take an entire class period (60 minutes)

	Guided Practice  

After the class discussion (2nd day), have students return their desks to the order before the roundtable discussion and present an interactive lecture using the visuals provided by the texts publisher, McDougal Littell. This should take approximately 20-25 minutes. 

	Independent Practice
Continuing on the 2nd day, students will be instructed to construct a flipchart of the world’s five major religions. Information for the flipchart will be found in a chart located in the textbook and consists of beliefs, teacher or leader and the number of worldwide followers. Flipcharts are to be colorful and students are encouraged to draw or print pictures depicting each religion along with the written information.

	Closure
After the flipcharts are completed and turned in, distribute 5 local phonebooks to randomly selected students. Have the students look under “religion” in the yellow pages and then ask them to name the variety of services, churches, etc., that they see are located within their community. After this activity, do a search on the internet, projected through the L.C.D. projector, for each of the 5 major religions including Wilmington N.C. in the search. This will allow the students to again note the diversity of religions in the local area. Close by emphasizing the great diversity of religions found not only in the Unites States but our local area and the influence that freedom of religion has had in creating a diverse nation of many cultures.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Students will turn in completed essays and flipcharts. Essays will be graded using our school’s writing rubric. Flipcharts will be graded on content material. Students will be tested on this material in the form of a blank chart, labeled with information broken down into three categories which include beliefs, teacher or leader and worldwide followers.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…
Web address: www.google.com
Search for Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and Christianity within the Wilmington N.C. area. This will produce links which can be displayed through a L.C.D. projector

Attachments:
