Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author:   Margaret Arrowood

	Subject:    NC History  / US History

	Grade Level:  8th Grade

	Class Time Required:   5 Class Periods

	Lesson Title:  “Finding The Lost Colony”




Essential Question:
	
Why do historians need to consider all of the theories about the disappearance of the settlers at Roanoke Island?






Brief Description of Lesson:
	English Exploration:   Students to study the colonization of Roanoke and the theories behind the disappearance of the settlers.




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
Social Studies Objective:   1.05
Communication Skills Objectives:  1.03;  5.01;  5.02
Technology Skills Objectives:  2.04;  3.07
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
Students will be able to discuss the plausible theories of the disappearance of the Roanoke Colony and justify with plausible facts and explanations the theory the student most supports.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
“The Colony At Roanoke”  by Ralph Lane   
Secondary Sources:
NC Textbook;  “The Lost Colony”  by Eric Hause;   “What Happened To The Lost Colony?”  by Eric Hause;  “The Lost Colony of Roanoke;”    Excerpts from Dr. David La Vere

	Technology:  You Tube. Com  “Walter Cronkite  You Are There”  Video “Lost Colony”  from the Visitor Center at Roanoke Island.









Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Using the video “Lost Colony” or attached reading from Ralph Lane.   Discuss mysteries and why they are so intriguing.

	Teacher led instruction
Discuss the issues that the White Colony faced in settling on Roanoke island.  Provide students with the 5 most accepted theories.

	Guided Practice  
Divide class into 5 groups (one for each theory).  The groups are to research the theory they randomly choose.  They are to create a news script and present their report as a news cast in the format of old Walter Cronkite series  “You Were There”   (Show students a clip from You Tube and discuss the format)
Schedule:
      Day 1:  Discuss theories in class;  meet in groups to discuss assigned theory and approaches to
                    research.
      Day 2:  Groups to computer lab;  research the theory; take notes;  keep track of cites
      Day 3:  Create script for tv newscast;  go over structure for news report (what to include)’
                    decide roles of reporter(s)
      Day 4:  Present Newscasts and discuss the believability of the report
      Day 5:  Student Reflection   (Independent Practice)


	Independent Practice
Students to choose the theory he/she most believes and using the facts from the “newscast” construct an essay that justifies their belief.

	Closure
Students to list the plausible theories and state at least on fact that justifies the theory.


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Rubric   (to be presented to the students with the assignment)
	1.  Group members names with list of accomplished responsibilities.  (Daily log sign by
		each student; if everyone does not have an assigned part, group loses 10 points.)
	2.  Research:   25 points
	3.  Script:  25 points
	4.  Presentation:  25 points
	5.  Individual Student Reflection:   25 points.






Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.





Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
For each source provide…  ( see attached research list)



Attachments:

#1  The Lost Colony of Roanoke  by JG@theshadowlands.net
#2  The Lost Colony  by Eric Hause
#3  The Colony At Roanoke by Ralph Lane
#4  What Happened To the Lost Colony?
#5   Research Sheet:  Suggested Websites for Teachers/Students
