Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Margaret Arrowood

	Subject:  Pre-Revolutionary Era

	Grade Level:  8 

	Class Time Required:  Flexible  -  approximately 4 Days

	Lesson Title:     Colonial Gazettes 



Essential Question:
	
How would colonists living in the different regions of colonial America view the events leading up to the Revolutionary War?





Brief Description of Lesson:
	This is a review/enrichment activity to summarize the Pre-Revolutionary Era leading up to the beginning of the Revolutionary War.  The goal is to integrate the Communication Skills curriculum – creative writing and historical fiction – and the Social Studies curriculum – causes of the Revolutionary War.  Students will engage in discussion/debate of materials as they chose and create their articles.




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
Social Studies Objectives:  1.05;  1.07;  2.01.   
Communication Skills Objectives: 1.03;  1.04;  5.01;  5.02
Technology Skills Objectives:  2.04;  3.07
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
	
Discuss the events that impacted the daily lives of the colonists from a particular perspective and how the colonists may have reacted.  Also, students will understand historical fiction and how the genre is created.  They will demonstrate mastery of desktop publishing skills.







Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
NC Textbook; documents analyzed during study of era

Secondary Sources:
Student notes and other materials gathered throughout the unit
Creative materials:   markers, construction paper, 11 X 17 paper for newspaper  (Note:  students may hand write our use computers to print articles but they will design a 3-column “gazette” to simulate the decisions that needed to be made to present the news on one printed page)


	Technology:   Access to computers and printers to further research the topic and print articles to complete project requirements.







Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Review colonial America by allowing students to brainstorm topics:  lifestyles, major events, literature, leaders.  Students are already in pre-assigned groups for project.  Then create a tree map on the board, reviewing student input.

	Teacher led instruction
Teacher to review tree map, review historical fiction and distribute rubric for colonial newspapers, (discuss and answer questions).

	Guided Practice  
The teacher names a colony and has the students use the rubric to suggest possible titles of articles.  The teacher will then discuss what should be in the articles to reflect daily life in the colony and well as attitudes and reactions to England’s policies.  Go through enough scenarios until students understand the concepts.

	Independent Practice
Students use rubric to plan newspaper articles, layout and each members’ responsibilities.  

	Closure
Allow groups to complete rubrics “grading” other gazettes promoting further discussion of ideas.  Laminate and display student work.


		








Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
A.  Whether the teacher decides to use a group approach or individual assessment, provide students 	with a rubric and allow them to read the articles and determine if they meet assigned 	requirements.  The rubric includes point values as well as area to comment.  Allow each
	group to pass around gazettes and critique them using student rubric.  This include their
	own group gazette.   (30%)
B.  Teacher uses rubric to assess the finished product and add comments  (50%)
C.  Teacher assesses student “work logs”  -  daily group report of each person’s assignment and
	what was achieved as well as teacher observations.   (20%)

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.





Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
For each source provide…

Web address:
Author and Title:
Brief synopsis of the source:




Attachments:

Teacher Lesson Plan Notes

Student Requirements/Rubric for Gazette

Student Group Grading Rubric

Grading Rubric for Teacher
