Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Patricia Kenan-Herrmann

	Subject:  American Indian

	Grade Level:  8th or 9th Grade

	Class Time Required:  1 to 2 Periods

	Lesson Title:  The American Indian during the Age of European Expansion


Essential Question:
	How were American Indians viewed by European settlers and conquerors during the Age of European Expansion beginning in the late 15th century?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	First, the teacher will provide a working definition for the term imperialism as part of the Age of Discovery or Age of European Exploration.  As part of this introduction, the teacher will discuss imperialism not only in relation to European expansion outward from the 16th to the 19th centuries but also with regard to the American Indian empires of the Aztecs and Incas.  As part of this introduction, the teacher will provide a map and overhead depiction of the Aztec city of Tenochtitlán in present-day Mexico.  Students will then read an excerpt from Bernal Díaz’s The Conquest of New Spain and Bartolomé de las Casas’ The Devastation of the Indies.  Together these works reveal cultural contact, collision, and collaboration between American Indians and European settlers as part of this Age of Discovery or Age of European Expansion.   Díaz, who was a Spanish soldier and chronicler, provides a first-hand account of the initial contact between Hernán Cortés’ men and Montezuma, a ruler of the Aztec empire.  Las Casas, who was a Spanish missionary in the early 16th century in Hispaniola, lobbied for the human rights of American Indians whom he viewed as cruelly mistreated by the Spanish conquistadors.  After reading the two primary works, the teacher will divide the students into groups of three.  Each group will be given a question in which they are asked to compare the two works.  After ten minutes, each group will present their question and their answer to the rest of the class.  


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	SCOS:  1.02 / 1.04 / 3.04-3/06—At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to define the term imperialism as it applies to both European expansion outward beginning in the late 15th century and to American Indian empires.  Students will also be able to compare the two different perspectives concerning contact between European settlers and American Indians in the Americas.  In addition, at the end of this exercise, students will be able to describe the Aztec city of Tenochtitlán and a sense of life in Aztec civilization.  



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
Handout for the beginning of class:

Directions:  Respond to the following questions—at least three sentences required for each response

First Question:  How did Bernal Díaz portray American Indians in The Conquest of New Spain?

Second Question:  How did Díaz describe Tenochtitlán?

Third Question:  What does his work, The Conquest of New Spain, reveal about daily life in Aztec civilization?

Fourth Question:  Based on what you have read from The Devestation of the Indies, do you think Bartolomé de las Casas was anti-colonial?

Fifth Question:  How does las Casas present Spanish colonization in the Americas?
	Primary Sources:

Copies of Bernal Díaz’s The Conquest of New Spain and Bartolomé de las Casas’ The Devastation of the Indies.  
Secondary Sources:

A map of Mexico with Tenochtitlán on it.  A document depicting the city of Tenochtitlán.  


	Technology: Document Camera 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Document camera projection of a map depicting the Aztec city of Tenochtitlán in present-day Mexico


	Teacher led instruction
First, the teacher will provide a working definition for the term imperialism as part of the Age of Discovery or Age of European Exploration.  As part of this introduction, the teacher will discuss imperialism not only in relation to European expansion outward from the 16th to the 19th centuries but also with regard to the American Indian empires of the Aztecs and Incas, referring to the document camera projection of the map depicting  the Aztec city of Tenochtitlán in present-day Mexico.  

	Guided Practice  

Students will then read an excerpt from Bernal Díaz’s The Conquest of New Spain and Bartolomé de las Casas’ The Devastation of the Indies, establishing through guided discussion that together these works reveal cultural contact, collision, and collaboration between American Indians and European settlers as part of this Age of Discovery or Age of European Expansion.   Díaz, who was a Spanish soldier and chronicler, provides a first-hand account of the initial contact between Hernán Cortés’ men and Montezuma, a ruler of the Aztec empire.  Las Casas, who was a Spanish missionary in the early 16th century in Hispaniola, lobbied for the human rights of American Indians whom he viewed as cruelly mistreated by the Spanish conquistadors.  

	Independent Practice

After reading the two primary works, the teacher will divide the students into groups of three.  Each group will be given a question in which they are asked to compare the two works.  After ten minutes, each group will present their question and their answer to the rest of the class.  

	Closure
Students will review a comparison of the two different perspectives concerning contact between European settlers and American Indians in the Americas.  In addition, at the end of this exercise, students will describe the Aztec city of Tenochtitlán and a sense of life in Aztec civilization, tying the what they have produced back to the lesson’s introduction.  


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

At the end of the lesson, the teacher will have the students turn in the handout,
which was handed to them at the beginning of class. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:
