Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author: Lynn Cavanaugh-Blades

	Subject:  English 

	Grade Level: 11th grade

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: Emily Dickinson and her poetry


Essential Question:
	What was life like for Emily Dickinson during the 1800's? How did it effect her writings, and how did she help to change the way women were viewed during this time?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will learn about the life of Emily Dickinson and analyze her poetry.  Background information will be given in order that students will learn how her lifestyle affected her writings. 


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
Competency Goal 4  The learner will critically analyze text to gain meaning, develop thematic connections and synthesize texts.  4.01  Interpret meaning for an audience by:  interpreting the effects of figures of speech and effects of devices of sound.  Demonstrate how literary works reflect the cultures that shaped them.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
answer questions about Emily Dickinson, her life, and the time period in which she lived.  Students will be able to analyze poetry by identifying figurative language, theme, and symbolism within her poetry.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
“Bundles of poems”, 
Secondary Sources:
poster board, markers


	Technology: computer for powerpoint


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Assessment of knowledge..teacher led questions about prior knowledge of time period and poet. A powerpoint will be shown about Emily Dickinson, with information about life during the 1800's.

	Teacher led instruction
Teacher will instruct students that they will work in groups to analyze poems for theme, and identify literary devices within poems( personification, simile, etc.)

	Guided Practice  
Groups will receive bundles and  pick one poem to report to the class on.  Students will discuss themes of poems, as well as look for references to life during the period, particularly noting the role of women at the time.

	Independent Practice
After reporting to the class and discussing those findings, students will be given a poem to write their own interpretation of.  Papers will be collected and assessed for understanding of goal.

	Closure
Review of lesson through questioning and restating.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Written assessment will be collected and read.  Other poems could be assigned which include similar themes, or that contain literary terms such as those found in poems by Dickinson.  
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address:
Author and Title:
Brief synopsis of the source:
Attachments:
