Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:  Hilbert Larry Sampson

	Subject:  US History (on-level)

	Grade Level:  11th grade

	Class Time Required:  1 90 minute Block

	Lesson Title:  Reading the Headlines:  From the Mexican War to the Beginnings of the Civil War


Essential Question:
	From a social, political and economic perspective how did the events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War impact the United States?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will take knowledge from class lecture and notes/analysis of primary documents/research and apply it to create a newspaper or magazine with summaries of key events that took place between the Mexican and Civil War.
The concepts that will be focused on are 1) The debate on the expansion of Slavery 2) Weak Presidential Leadership 3) Growing Sectionalism 4) Rise of the Republican Party


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
Goal 3:  Crisis, Civil War, and Reconstruction (1848-1877) – The learner will analyze the issues that led to the Civil War, the effects of the war, and the impact of the Reconstruction on the nation.
3.01:  Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
1) Students will develop a timeline from 1820-1860 that will describe the failure of various compromises to reach a solution to the slavery issue.
2) Students will develop a list and determine ways in which a strong executive leadership in the 1850s could have averted the Civil war.
3) Students will use a map outline of the U.S. and identify the following areas:  Slave and Free States, Kansas and Nebraska Territories, and other areas.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: 
1) Historical Notes/Textbook
2) Guided Notes 
3) Civil War letters, newspapers, Broadsides, 
4)  Slave Narratives
Secondary Sources:
1. Internet
2. School Library


	Technology: 
LCD projected notes, print of letters, newspapers, Broadsides and slave narratives
Printed versions for round robin analysis 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Engage students with question:
How would the United States have been during this time had we not allowed slavery?  (Us a round robin type of setting and list all students points on the board.

	Teacher led instruction
1) Review events up until the end of the Mexican War.
2) Lecture and Power Point Notes the time period after the Mexican War until the Civil War.
3) Integrate all supplemental readings into their own words and create newspaper with summaries of events from Mexican War until the Civil War.

	Guided Practice  
1. Discussion of articles and class notes
2. Political cartoon analysis with teacher

	Independent Practice
Continue to study the primary sources for the creation of the newspaper or magazine
Create newspaper or magazine

	Closure
A presentation of the Newspaper/magazines



Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1) Students will periodically be probed by teacher until with we have a test on Goal 3
2)  Unit test on Goal 3
3) Continuous teacher observations
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address: History.org, civilwar.com, time.com, civilwar.org, loc.gov
Author and Title:
Brief synopsis of the source: Helps with the search for the Newspaper creation
Attachments:
