Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Jonathan Grubbs

	Subject: US History 

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required: 75 min 

	Lesson Title: The Dred Scott decision 


Essential Question:

	If a slave moves to a free state, does that make the slave free?  What did the Dred Scott decision tell us about the rights of slaves? How did the Dred Scott decision move the country closer to war?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will learn about the division of free states and slave states and conflict that was caused by such a division. Students will then debate whether or not Dred Scott had a right to sue in court and whether he should be free by conducting a mock trial or class debate.  Students will then reflect on the judge’s ruling and decide how they would have ruled in the case.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	Competency Goal 3, Objective 3:02. At the end of this lesson, students will be able to analyze/assess the causes and issues  that led to the Civil War.

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to better understand the tensions that were rising over the issue of slavery.  Students will also gain a better perspective of the tension that was caused by free states and slave states.  


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Print primary sources from the web site. 

Secondary Sources: Dictionary



	Technology: computer, projector and Internet to retrieve and project the primary sources                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)  

The teacher will have a political cartoon projected on the screen of Dred Scott.  Students will take five minutes to write what they believe the cartoon is trying to express.  The teacher will then take a couple of minutes to facilitate a class discussion to see what the students have written.



	Teacher led instruction 
The teacher will divide the class into two groups.  One group will work to defend Dred Scott, and one group will work to convict Dred Scott.  The students can then have a class debate with the teacher being the mediator, or the students can have a mock trial with the teacher being the judge.

	Guided Practice  
The teacher will walk from group to group making sure students are able to read and comprehend court transcripts. 

	Independent Practice
Students will be provided access to the court room transcripts as well as have access to the U.S. History book for further references.  It will be the students’ jobs to search through the lengthy transcripts to find items that will support their argument. After they have researched the transcripts, they will begin to build a case within their group depending on their role.  Each group must use one item from the transcript to help prove their argument. If it is a large class, you may have two groups to defend and convict Mr. Brook s.  The groups can then work together for the debate or the trial. 

	Closure
Students will describe in a short essay what they would have done if they were in Chief Justice Taney’s position.  Within the same essay, they should answer the following questions: If a slave moves to a free state does that make the slave free?  What did the Dred Scott decision tell us about the rights of slaves? How did the Dred Scott decision move the country closer to war?




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Teachers will be able to assess their students’ progress by reading their papers and evaluating the debates during the trial. 

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

The teacher can reflect on the student’s arguments for or against Dred Scott.  The teacher will also be able to review the papers the students wrote describing how they would have ruled if they were Chief Justice Taney. 

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide… 

Web address: http://www.ourdocuments.gov/print_friendly.php?flash=true&page=transcript&doc=29&title=Transcript+of+Dred+Scott+v.+Sanford+%281857%29

Author and Title: Transcript of Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857)

Brief synopsis of the source:  This is the transcript of the Dred Scott case with Chief Justice Taney’s ruling. 

Web address: http://elektratig.blogspot.com/2009_01_01_archive.html
Author and Title: “Was Dred Scott Correctly Decided” Posted by Elektratig 
Brief synopsis of the source: This is a political cartoon of Dred Scott showing how his case was a central point to political firestorm that was raging at this time. 
