Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Kristen Hewett

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level: 11

	Class Time Required: 3 days

	Lesson Title: John Brown’s Mock Trial


Essential Question:

	· Was John Brown a murderer or a martyr? 

· Is it ever right to break the law?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	Using primary and secondary sources, students will research John Brown’s life and actions at Harper’s Ferry.  They will use this information to conduct a mock trial to determine his guilt or innocence.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

· NCSCOS US History Objective 3.01: Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War.

· NCSCOS US History Objective 3.02: Analyze and assess the causes of the Civil War.

· Conduct a mock trial

· Defend their position on the innocence or guilt of John Brown.

· Understand the events that occurred during John Brown’s raid at Harper’s Ferry.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Gilder-Lehrman Materials

· Gilder

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"Lehrman

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"Collection

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/" – 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"John

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"Brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/": 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"The

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"Abolitionist

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"and

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"His

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"Legacy
Primary Sources:

· John

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-starrys-testimony.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-starrys-testimony.pdf"Starry

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-starrys-testimony.pdf"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-starrys-testimony.pdf"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-starrys-testimony.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-starrys-testimony.pdf"Testimony
· Robert

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/robert-e-lees-report-lesson.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/robert-e-lees-report-lesson.pdf"E

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/robert-e-lees-report-lesson.pdf". 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/robert-e-lees-report-lesson.pdf"Lee

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/robert-e-lees-report-lesson.pdf"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/robert-e-lees-report-lesson.pdf"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/robert-e-lees-report-lesson.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/robert-e-lees-report-lesson.pdf"Report
· John

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-browns-address-lesson.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-browns-address-lesson.pdf"Brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-browns-address-lesson.pdf"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-browns-address-lesson.pdf"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-browns-address-lesson.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-browns-address-lesson.pdf"Address
Secondary Sources:

· Trigger

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"Events

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"of

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"the

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"Civil

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"War

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html": 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"John

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"Brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"Raid

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"on

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"Harper

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"Ferry
· John

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"Brown
· The

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"Raid

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"on

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"Harper

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"Ferry
· Information

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"on

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"John

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"Brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"from

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"The

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"History

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"Channel
· Preparing

HYPERLINK "http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20101004mocktrial.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20101004mocktrial.pdf"for

HYPERLINK "http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20101004mocktrial.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20101004mocktrial.pdf"a

HYPERLINK "http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20101004mocktrial.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20101004mocktrial.pdf"Mock

HYPERLINK "http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20101004mocktrial.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20101004mocktrial.pdf"Trial
Video Clips:

· John

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown/videos#john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown/videos#john-brown"Brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown/videos#john-brown"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown/videos#john-brown"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown/videos#john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown/videos#john-brown"Last

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown/videos#john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown/videos#john-brown"Speech
· John

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown"Brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown" – 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown"America

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown"The

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown"Story

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown"of

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/john-brown#john-brown"US

	Technology: 

· Teacher will need access to a computer with a projector and speakers to show the video clips

· Students will need access to computers that can access the Internet and that have MS Word.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) 
1. Students will watch the two video clips from The History Channel (see Video Clips)

2. Teacher and students will discuss the facts of John Brown’s raid briefly

	Teacher led instruction
1. Teacher will randomly assign roles to students – i.e. defense, prosecution, witness, etc. (See Attachment #1)

2. Teacher will go over the assignment expectations, and provide students with materials. (See Attachment #1 and Attachment #2)

3. Teacher will provide students with a timeline for the lesson:

a. Day 1 – Assignment of Roles, Research

b. Day 2 – Research, Preparation of Case

c. Day 3 – Mock Trial, Discussion, Closure

	Guided Practice  
The teacher will assist the students as they prepare their case.  The teacher will also monitor the trial.  

	Independent Practice
Students will prepare their cases, using the Mock Trial Guide, the teacher provided resources, and information that they find when they complete their own research. (see Attachment #1, Attachment #2, and Internet Resources)



	Closure
Students will discuss the outcome of the case and complete the Closure Form. (see Attachment #3)


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1. Formative Assessment

a. Informally the teacher will assess student comprehension through discussion during the teacher led instruction and by previewing the student’s cases during the research phase.

b. Teacher will assess student comprehension as students conduct the trial (see Attachment #2)

c. Students will complete a closing activity (See Attachment #3)

2. Summative Assessment

a. Students will complete an exam at the end of NCSCOS Objective 3

b. Students will complete the NC EOC

Assessment of the Lesson:

I got the idea for this lesson when I was reading Lies My Teacher Told Me.  I haven’t had a chance to implement it yet due to the very strange and shortened schedule at my school but I would like to use this once US History is broken into two parts.  Since it involves a mock trial, I might also pull in my Civics classes.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

· Website(s) that students should visit for information

· Web address: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"gilderlehrman

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"collection

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"online

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"johnbrown

HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/johnbrown/"/ 

Author and Title: Gilder-Lehrman Online Exhibition – John Brown: The Abolitionist and His Legacy

Brief synopsis of the source: A collection of primary sources (print and photograph) along with explanations/summaries.

· Web address: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"civilwar

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"education

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"history

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"civil

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"war

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"overview

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"triggerevents

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/triggerevents.html"html 

Author and Title: Trigger Events of the Civil War: John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry, Civil War Trust

Brief synopsis of the source: Background information regarding the raid.  Provides students with links to additional resources.

· Web address: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"pbs

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"wgbh

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"aia

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"part

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"4/4

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"p

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"1550.

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html"html
Author and Title: John Brown, PBS

Brief synopsis of the source: Background information about John Brown.  Links to additional information.

· Web address: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"pbs

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"wgbh

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"aia

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"part

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"4/4

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"p

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"2940.

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html"html 

Author and Title: The Raid on Harpers Ferry, PBS

Brief synopsis of the source: Background information about the raid.  Links to additional information.

· Web address: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown".

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"history

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown".

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"topics

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"john

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/john-brown"brown 

Author and Title: John Brown, History Channel

Brief synopsis: Basic information on John Brown.  Provide students with access to additional short video clips.

· Website(s) with handouts that need to be printed for students

· Web address: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plan/john-starrys-testimony.pdf"://
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Brief synopsis of the source: Testimony from John Starry regarding events at Harpers Ferry.
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· Author and Title: Robert E. Lee’s Report, Civil War Trust

· Brief synopsis of the source: Report from Robert E. Lee regarding events at Harpers Ferry.

· Web address: http
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· Author and Title: John Brown, Civil War Trust

· Brief synopsis of the source: John Brown’s address to the court when he was about to be sentenced.

· Web address: http
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Author and Title: New York Times

Brief synopsis of the source: Guide from the New York Times giving students information on how to prepare for a mock trial.

· Website(s) with information that is useful for teachers

· Web address: http
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Author and Title: Rubi Star

Brief synopsis of the source: Website that allows you to create rubrics.

Attachment #1 – Mock Trial Assignment & Rubric

Student Name: __________________________

Date: __________________________________

US History – The Trial of John Brown

Goal 3.01, 3.02

Objectives:

· Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War.

· Analyze and assess the causes of the Civil War.

· Conduct a mock trial

· Defend their position on the innocence or guilt of John Brown.

· Understand the events that occurred during John Brown’s raid at Harper’s Ferry

Essential Questions

· Was John Brown a murderer or a martyr? 

Roles:  (fill this information in once roles have been assigned)
Prosecution



Defense



Other

Attorney: ____________________
Attorney: ___________________
Bailiff: 





Witness 1: ___________________
John Brown: _________________
Judge: Administration/Teacher


Witness 2: ___________________
Witness 2: ___________________
Jury: Students from another class

Researchers: _________________
Researchers: _________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

Group Expectations

1. Stay on task

2. Complete all individual and group assignments

3. Respect all team mates

4. Do your research and stay focused on the facts

a. Use the primary and secondary sources that have been provided for you

b. Complete your own research as well

5. Create compelling arguments for your case

6. Refer to your mock trial guides to help you prepare your case

Group Goals

1. Create an Opening Statement for your side - Your statement should explain what your evidence will be and what you will try to prove.

2. Create your case – This is where you will prepare your questions for your witnesses and the opposing witnesses during cross examination.

3. Create your Closing Statement – This is a review of the evidence that you have presented and asks for a decision in your favor.

Time Line

· Day 1 – Group Assignments, Research

· Day 2 – Research, Prepare Case

· Day 3 – Mock Trial, Discussion, Closure

	Attachment #2 – Mock Trial Rubric

John Brown Mock Trial Rubric 



	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Evidence of Persuasion 
	Speaker maintains a clear position throughout the entire presentation. Opposing view mentioned and then refuted, making case stronger. 
	Speaker maintains a clear position throughout the entire presentation. Opposing view not mentioned or mentioned but not well refuted. 
	Speaker moves from one side to the other, never maintaining a solid position. 
	Speaker does not establish a clear position. 

	Quality of Information 
	Examples and references are well chosen to best exemplify main points in defense or prosecution of the character. All points are well supported. 
	References support the main point. Research is used to support defense or prosecution of the character. Main points are adequately convincing. 
	References are not connected to research or the reading. Arguments are random and unconvincing. 
	Information is not based on research or book or is unrelated to the main points. 

	Group Cooperation 
	Group works together to share speaking time and information equally. Information refers to and complements that of other group members. Transitions from one speaker to the next are smooth and well prepared. 
	Time allotted to each member is somewhat uneven. Information connects to that of other group members. Transitions are present. 
	Time allotted to each speaker is imbalanced. Information conflicts with or repeats that of other group members. No noticeable transitions from one speaker to the next. 
	No evidence of group planning or cooperation. 

	Understanding of the Issue 
	Presentation uses quotations and examples (with page references so the jury can follow along). Examples are applied to the main points. Actions of character are evaluated against issues raised in the trial. 
	Presentation uses quotations and examples that connect to the main point. The information shows how actions in the reading contribute to the character’s guilt or innocence. 
	Presentation includes few references to the text. Attempts to connect actions of the character to the issues or the trial are awkward or unconvincing. 
	Presentation includes no references to the text. Group speaks in generalizations about issues disconnected from the reading. 

	Delivery and Presentation 
	Speaker makes frequent eye contact with the jury. Volume and pace reflect intensity of main points. Movement and gestures add emphasis to main points. 
	Speaker uses notes but maintains adequate eye contact with the jury. Volume and pace are consistent with main points. Gestures and movement are used hesitantly. 
	Speaker uses note cards to avoid making eye contact. Volume and pace are difficult to follow. Movements are not related to speech and reflect nervousness. 
	Speaker never looks up, cannot be heard, moves nervously, or stands rooted to one spot. 


Attachment #3 - Closure Form

Student Name: __________________________

Date: __________________________________

US History – The Trial of John Brown

Goal 3.01, 3.02

Objectives:

· Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War.

· Analyze and assess the causes of the Civil War.

· Conduct a mock trial

· Defend their position on the innocence or guilt of John Brown.

· Understand the events that occurred during John Brown’s raid at Harper’s Ferry

Essential Questions

· Was John Brown a murderer or a martyr? 

1. What was your role during the mock trial?

2. Looking at the rubric, how would you score yourself? Why?

3. How would you score your team mates?  Why?

4. How did you feel about the trial?  Explain.

5. What did you learn during this lesson that you found interesting?

6. What would you like to learn more about or did you not understand?

7. Do you have any suggestions that could improve this lesson?  If so, what are they?

