Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Jonathan Grubbs

	Subject: US History 

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required: 75 min 

	Lesson Title: Frustration Over Slavery; The Sumner Brooks affair


Essential Question:

	What was the atmosphere in Congress during the debate over slavery, and how far would Americans go to defend their position and honor?  How does the Sumner Brooks affair foreshadow the upcoming Civil War? 



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will learn about the Sumner Brooks affair to gain a better perspective of the tension within Congress. Students will then debate whether Mr. Brooks had a right to attack Mr. Summer due to Mr. Summer’s speech through a mock trial or class debate.  Students will then reflect what they would have done if they were in either one of the Congressman’s shoes.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	Competency Goal 3, Objective 3:02. At the end of this lesson students will be able to analyze/assess the causes and issues  that led to the Civil War

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to better understand the tensions that were rising within Congress over the issue of slavery.  Students will also gain a better prospective of the length Americans would go through to defend their honor at this time. 


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Print primary sources from the web site. 

Secondary Sources: Dictionary



	Technology: computer, projector and internet to retrieve and project the primary sources                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)  

The teacher will have the picture projected on the screen of the Sumner Brooks affair.  Students will take five minutes to write what they believe to be happening in the picture.  The teacher will then take a couple minutes to have a class discussion to see what the students have written.



	Teacher led instruction 
The teacher will break up the class into two groups.  One group will work to defend Mr. Brooks, and one group will work to convict Mr. Brooks.  The students can then have a class debate with the teacher being the mediator, or the students can have a mock trial with the teacher being the judge.

	Guided Practice  
The teacher will be walking from group to group making sure students are able to read and comprehend the newspaper article. 

	Independent Practice
Students will read their primary source document as well as have access to the U.S. History book for further references.  After they have read the article, they will begin to build a case within their group depending on their role.  If it is a large class, you may have two groups to defend and convict Mr. Brook s.  The groups can then work together for the debate or the trial. 

	Closure
Students will describe what they would have done if they were in Mr. Brooks’s position or in Mr. Summer’s position within a short essay.  Within the same essay, they should answer the following questions; Do you think anything like this could happen today? Why or why not?  What does this event tell you about the emotions at the time?   


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Teachers will be able to assess their students’ progress by reading their papers and evaluating the debates during the trial. 

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

The teacher can reflect on the student’s arguments for or against Mr. Brooks.  The teacher will also be able to review the papers the students wrote describing how they felt about the Sumner Brooks affair. 

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide… 

Web address: http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=F60C13FE385D147493C6A9178DD85F428584F9

Author and Title: “The Sumner Assault” The New York Times 
Brief synopsis of the source:  This article was published June 4th 1856 and describes the accounts of the Sumner Brooks affair with witness testimony. 

Web address: http://www.shmoop.com/legislative-branch/photo-sumner-brooks-affair.html
Author and Title: “Southern Chivalry_Argument Versus Clubs”
Brief synopsis of the source: This is the cartoon of Mr. Brooks Beating up Mr. Sumner. 
