Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Jonathan Grubbs

	Subject: US History 

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required: 90 min 

	Lesson Title: The cause and effects of Bleeding Kansas 


Essential Question:

	What was the cause of Bleeding Kansas? Why would Americans kill each other over a state? How does this event foreshadow things to come?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	When students walk into the classroom, the teacher should have a picture depicting Bleeding Kansas. (Google image has some good choices) Teacher will propose the question, “What are some events that we have talked about that might be responsible for an event to be called Bleeding Kansas?” Students will work through the Missouri Compromise, Kansas-Nebraska Act, and popular sovereignty.  This can be done on the board or through classroom talk.  Once students have been reminded of the events leading up to popular sovereignty, students will write for 5 min on what they think will happen next.  Students will spend 5 min writing to the prompt, “What do you think the term Bleeding Kansas refers to?” Students will then spend 5 min sharing their ideas and talking about the picture with the class through classroom talk.  Students will then get into groups of two and read one of the primary source documents while their partner reads the other.  Once they have finished reading, they need to work together to make two posters.  The front of one poster board will be a pro-border ruffian poster, and the back will be a pro-abolitionist poster. Students will then present their poster to the class with each student presenting one side of the poster.  Students’ homework will be to look back at what they wrote on what they thought would happen next and write a reflection paragraph based on what they have learned.  After they write their reflection on how their understanding of Bleeding Kansas has changed, they need to include a paragraph that answers the question, “What is Bleeding Kansas foreshadowing?” This homework can be used to start the discussion leading into the next objective. 


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	Competency Goal 3

Crisis, Civil War, and Reconstruction (1848-1877) - The learner will analyze the issues that led to the Civil War, the effects of the war, and the impact of Reconstruction on the nation.

Objectives

3.01 Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War.
3.02 Analyze and assess the causes of the Civil War.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Speech, David R. Atchison to Pro-Slavery "Soldiers, 
“The Crime Against Kansas: The Apologies for the Crime; The True Remedy” by Charles Sumner, 

political cartoon 

Secondary Sources: Civics Book, 



	Technology: printer, projector, computer, internet  


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)  

Teacher will propose the question, “What events have we talked about that would be responsible for Bleeding Kansas?” Students will work through the Missouri Compromise, Kansas-Nebraska Act, and popular sovereignty.  This can be done on the board or through classroom talk.  Once students have been reminded of the events leading up to popular sovereignty, students will write for 5 min on what they think will happen next.  Students will spend 5 min writing to the prompt, “What do you think the term Bleeding Kansas refers to?” Students will then spend 5 min sharing their ideas and talking about the picture with the class through classroom talk.

	Teacher led instruction 
The teacher should lead the classroom discussions dealing with events leading up to Bleeding Kansas, what students think Bleeding Kansas means, as well as the discussion on the picture that is displayed.

	Guided Practice  
The teacher will make sure students are able to comprehend the readings and provide dictionaries if needed.  The teacher will also make sure the groups are on task with the poster.

	Independent Practice
Students will present their poster.  Students’ homework will be to look back at what they wrote on what they thought would happen next and write a reflection paragraph. After they write their reflection on how their understanding of Bleeding Kansas has changed, they need to include a paragraph that answers the question, “What is Bleeding Kansas foreshadowing?”

	Closure
Students should be able to write two paragraphs demonstrating that they know what Bleeding Kansas was and what it was foreshadowing.  Teacher will led a class discussion the next day on these writing prompts that will led into the next objective. 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Teacher will be able to assess how the students’ thinking has progressed through their writings and reflections. The teacher can also look at the posters to check for understanding of the readings. 

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

The teacher will be able to look at the posters to see how well the students understood the primary source document.  The posters should dictate the strong feelings each side had towards their belief and their willingness to die for their cause.  The Teacher can also read the writing assignments the students completed to check for understanding of the lesson. 

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide… 

Web address: http://www.territorialkansasonline.org/~imlskto/cgi-bin/index.php?SCREEN=show_transcript&document_id=103035SCREEN=keyword&submit=&search=&startsearchat=0&searchfor=&printerfriendly=&county_id=&topic_id=&document_id=103035&selected_keyword=Sack of Lawrence, May 1856
Author and Title: David R. Atchison, Speech to Pro-Slavery “Soldiers”
Brief synopsis of the source: This is a speech given before the border ruffians attacked Lawrence Kansas.  Below is a condensed version of the speech and also a school appropriate version that should be used in class.
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HYPERLINK "http://www.sewanee.edu/faculty/Willis/Civil_War/documents/Crime.html"html                                              Author and Title: The Crime Against Kansas: The Apologies for the Crime; The True Remedy” by Charles Sumner 
Brief synopsis of the source: Charles Sumner gives a speech in the senate lobbying for Kansas to be a free state. Below is a condensed version of the speech that should be used in class.
Internet Resources:

For each source provide… 

Web address: http://www.google.com/images?hl=en&source=imghp&biw=1436&bih=699&q=bleeding+kansas&gbv=2&aq=1&aqi=g10&aql=&oq=bleeding+
Author and Title: 

Brief synopsis of the source: This is the Google image search page with some political cartoons and flyers that can be used to project at the beginning on class 
Speech, David R. Atchison to Pro-Slavery "Soldiers

  Gentlemen, Officers & Soldiers! - (Yells) This is the most glorious day of my life! This is the day I am a border ruffian! (Yells.) The U.S. Marshall has just given you his orders and has kindly invited me to address you. For this invitation, coming from no less than U.S. authority, I thank him most sincerely, and now allow me, in true border-ruffian style, to extend to you the right hand of fellowship. (Cheers.) Men of the South, I greet you as border-ruffian brothers. (Repeated yells & waving of hats.) Though I have seen more years than most of you, I am yet young in the same glorious cause that has made you leave your homes in the South. Boys I am one of your number today (Yells.) and today you have a glorious duty to perform, today you will earn laurels that will ever show you to have been true sons of the noble South! (Cheers.) You have endured many hardships, have suffered many privations on your trips, but for this you will be more than compensated by the work laid out by the Marshal, - and what you know is to be done as the programme of the day. Now Boys, let your work be well done! (Cheers.) Faint not as you approach the city of Lawrence, but remembering your mission act with true Southern heroism, & at the word, Spring like your bloodhounds at home upon that accursed abolition hole; break through every thing that may oppose your never flinching courage! - (Yells.) Yess, ruffians, draw your revolvers & bowie knives, & cool them in the heart's blood of all those dogs, that dare defend that breathing hole of .... (Yells.) Tear down their boasted Free State Hotel, and if those lying free-soilers have left no port holes in it, with your unerring cannon make some, Yes, riddle it till it shall fall to the ground. Throw into the Kanzas their printing presses, & let's see if any more free speeches will be issued from them! Boys, do the Marshall's full bidding! - Do the sheriff's entire command! - (Yells.) for today Mr. Jones is not only Sheriff, but deputy Marshall, so that whatever he commands will be right, and under the authority of the administration of the U.S.! - and for it you will be amply paid as U.S. troops, besides having an opportunity of benefitting your wardrobes from the private dwellings of those infernal stealers. (Cheers.) Courage for a few hours & the victory is ours, falter & all is lost! 
http://www.territorialkansasonline.org/~imlskto/cgi-bin/index.php?SCREEN=show_transcript&document_id=103035SCREEN=keyword&submit=&search=&startsearchat=0&searchfor=&printerfriendly=&county_id=&topic_id=&document_id=103035&selected_keyword=Sack of Lawrence, May 1856

The Crime Against Kansas: The Apologies for the Crime; The True Remedy

Delivered to the United States Senate, 19-20 May 1856

by

Hon. Charles Sumner

[Excerpts] 
  

MR. PRESIDENT, -- You are now called to redress a great wrong…. 

The wickedness which I now begin to expose is immeasurably aggravated by the motive which prompted it.  Not in any common lust for power did this uncommon tragedy have its origin.  It is the rape of a virgin Territory, compelling it to the hateful embrace of Slavery; and it may be clearly traced to a depraved desire for a new Slave State, hideous offspring of such a crime, in the hope of adding to the power of Slavery in the National Government.  Yes, Sir, when the whole world, alike Christian and Turk, is rising up to condemn this wrong, making it a hissing to the nations, here in our Republic, force -- ay, Sir, FORCE -- is openly employed in compelling Kansas to this pollution, and all for the sake of political power.  There is the simple fact, which you will vainly attempt to deny, but which in itself presents an essential wickedness that makes other public crimes seem like public virtues….

…Thus was the Crime consummated.  Slavery stands erect, clanking its chains on the Territory of Kansas, surrounded by a code of death, and trampling upon all cherished liberties, whether of speech, the press, the bar, the trial by jury, or the electoral franchise.  And, Sir, all this is done, not merely to introduce a wrong which in itself is a denial of all rights, and in dread of which mothers have taken the lives of their offspring, -- not merely, as is sometimes said, to protect Slavery in Missouri, since it is futile for this State to complain of Freedom on the side of Kansas, when Freedom exists without complaint on the side of Iowa, and also on the side of Illinois, -- but it is done for the sake of political power, in order to bring two new slaveholding Senators upon this floor, and thus to fortify in the National Government the desperate chances of a waning Oligarchy.  As the gallant ship, voyaging on pleasant summer seas, is assailed by a pirate crew, and plundered of doubloons and dollars, so is this beautiful Territory now assailed in peace and prosperity, and robbed of its political power for the sake of Slavery.  Even now the black flag of the land pirates from Missouri waves at the mast-head; in their laws you hear the pirate yell and see the flash of the pirate knife; while, incredible to relate, the President, gathering the Slave Power at his back, testifies a pirate sympathy. 


  


SOURCE:   The Works of Charles Sumner, vol. IV (Boston:   Lee and Shepard, 1870-1873), pages 125-249.
http://www.sewanee.edu/faculty/Willis/Civil_War/documents/Crime.html

