Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Craig Underwood

	Subject: Causes of the Civil War

	Grade Level: 11-12 US History

	Class Time Required: 45 Min.

	Lesson Title: Analyzing Tension between North and South that led to Civil War.


Essential Question:

	How did ideological differences between the Northern and Southern states over the issue of slavery in the South lead to the outbreak of war?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	PowerPoint led lecture on Causes of Civil War.

Reflection Questions on lecture.

Students read Primary Source documents reflecting both sides of the argument.  

Homework: Write a letter to the editor of a Civil War times newspaper, in response to 1 of the Primary Source Readings.  How did it make you feel?  Do you agree or disagree with author?  Why?  How has the author of the Primary Source influenced America? 


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

3.01 Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War.
3.02 Analyze and assess the causes of the Civil War.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

At the end of this lesson, students should be able to provide an in depth explanation of how differences in the North and South ultimately over the issue of slavery led to the Civil War.





Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: 

“Major Problems in American History: Volume I: to 1877” Documents and Essays edited by Elizabeth Cobbs Hoffman and Jon Gjerde.

1. Henry David Thoreau Protests Against Slavery and the Mexican War, 1846.

2. Senator John C. Calhoun Proposes Ways to Preserve the Union, 1850.

3. Frederick Douglass Asks How a Slave Can Celebrate the Fourth of July, 1852.

4. Axalla John Hoole, a Southerner, Depicts the Situation in “Bleeding Kansas,” 1856.

5. Senator Charles Sumner Addresses the “Crime Against Kansas,” 1856.

6. William Seward Warns of an Irrepressible Conflict, 1858.

7. The “Charleston Mercury” Argues that Slavery Must Be Protected, 1860.

Secondary Sources:

“American Anthem” Textbook along with notes provides extra support for students.



	Technology:


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Reflect on sectional tension set-up in US by Mexican War.  

	Teacher led instruction
PowerPoint: The Union In Peril (Causes of the Civil War)

	Guided Practice  
10 Questions – The Causes of the Civil War

	Independent Practice
Issue 2 Primary Sources to each student.  1 source should reflect a Northern point-of-view, the other a Southern point-of-view.  Students should read each document, highlighting the key points and main ideas.  Finally the student should complete the letter-to-the-editor assignment.  Homework: Write a letter to the editor of a Civil War era newspaper, in response to 1 of the Primary Source Readings.  How did it make you feel?  Do you agree or disagree with author?  Why?  How has the author of the Primary Source influenced America?

	Closure
Use Socratic Method to re-cap major causes at end of class.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1. Grade Causes of Civil War Questions

2. Assess each letter.  Did the student display a clear understanding of the sectionalism that lead to the Civil War?

3. 5 Question Quiz to start class the next day.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

