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Subject: Mapping the Extension of Slavery in the western territories
Grade Level: 11-12
Class Time Required: 90 min.
Lesson Title:  The issue of slavery in the western territories

 
 
Essential Question:
  How did the United States deal with the issue of slavery of the Nation expanded west.
 
 

Brief Description of Lesson:
Lesson begins with a discussion/review of Manifest Destiny and the conflicts that arose during the expansion of 
our country from the Mississippi to the Pacific.  We will then examine the Missouri Compromise and the abolition 
movements of the second great awakening and discuss their role in western expansion.  We will then map out 
the nations response to the expansion of slavery in the western territories by examining/mapping the Missouri 
Compromise, Compromise of 1850, the Kanas Nebraska Act and the Dredd Scott Decision

 
 
Lesson Plan Objectives:
Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/

 
State Competency Goals (# and description)
 
3.2 Analyze and assess the causes of the Civil War
 
 
Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
Students should: Have an understanding of the geography of western expansion and the issue of slavery that so 
deeply divided the nation in the years prior to the civil war.  Students will also gain a firm grasp of the outcome 
of each solution to the issue of slavery in the west.  IE which side (Free vs. Slave States) got what in each 
decision.
 

 
Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

Primary Sources:
Missouri Compromise, Kansas Nebraska Act, Compromise of 1850 and the Dredd Scott Decision
Maps of the USA in 1820 and 1850 
Secondary Sources:
 
Technology:

 
 
Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
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Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Review of manifest Destiny, Missouri Compromise and the Abolition Movement
Teacher led instruction
On the overhead the Teacher will explain the details of each event addressing slavery in the territories.
Missouri Compromise – Compromise of 1850 – Kansas Nebraska Act – Dredd Scott decision
Guided Practice  Students will be asked to create a chart examining the outcome of each decision/
Compromise.  What parts of each decision/compromise benefited the free states and which parts benefited 
the slave states
Independent Practice Students will be given a set of maps and asked to color in the areas open to slavery 
after each compromise or decision.  They will then be asked to explain the significance of each compromise/
decision in relation to the free and slaves states on the back of each map.
Closure
Our homework is to write a brief essay explaining why the uneasy truce/balance of power developed by the 
Missouri Compromise failed to solve the issue of slavery in the western territories.  

 
 
Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
The students essays should demonstrate mastery over the issues involving slavery in the western territories as well 
provide understanding of the cultural and economic differences that developed between the north and the South during 
the antebellum period of American history.
 
 
 
 
Assessment of the Lesson:
 
 
 
 
Attachments:
 

Transcript of Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857)
 
● 4. A free negro of the African race, whose ancestors were brought to this country and sold as slaves, is not a "citizen" within the meaning of the 

Constitution of the United States. 
● 5. When the Constitution was adopted, they were not regarded in any of the States as members of the community which constituted the State, 

and were nut numbered among its "people or citizen." Consequently, the special rights and immunities guarantied to citizens do not apply to 
them. And not being "citizens" within the meaning of the Constitution, they are not entitled to sue in that character in a court of the United States, 
and the Circuit Court has not jurisdiction in such a suit. 

 

● 2. The clause in the Constitution authorising Congress to make all needful rules and regulations for the government of the territory and other 
property of the United States, applies only to territory within the chartered limits of some one of the States when they were colonies of Great 
Britain, and which was surrendered by the British Government to the old Confederation of the States, in the treaty of peace. It does not apply 
to territory acquired by the present Federal Government, by treaty or conquest, from a foreign nation.The case of the American and Ocean 
Insurance Companies v. Canter (1 Peters, 511) referred to and examined, showing that the decision in this case is not in conflict with that 
opinion, and that the court did not, in the case referred to, decide upon the construction of the clause of the Constitution above mentioned, 
because the case before them did not make it necessary to decide the question. 

● 3. The United States, under the present Constitution, cannot acquire territory to be held as a colony to be governed at its will and pleasure. 
But it may acquire territory which, at the time, has not a population that fits it to become a State, and still govern it as a Territory until it has a 
population which, in the judgment of Congress, entitles it to be admitted as a State of the Union. 

● 4. During the tine it remains a Territory, Congress may legislate over it within the scope of its constitutional powers in relation to citizens of 
the United State--and may establish a Territorial Government--and the form of this local Government must be regulated by the discretion of 
Congress, but with powers not exceeding those which Congress itself, by the Constitution, is authorized to exercise over citizens of the United 
States, in respect to their rights of persons or rights of property.

 



Transcript of Missouri Compromise (1820)
An Act to authorize the people of the Missouri territory to form a constitution and state government, and for the admission of such state 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original states, and to prohibit slavery in certain territories.

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted. That in all that territory ceded by France to the United States, under the name of 
Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, not included within the limits of the state, 
contemplated by this act, slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the parties 
shall have been duly convicted, shall be, and is hereby, forever prohibited: Provided always, That any person escaping into 
the same, from whom labour or service is lawfully claimed, in any state or territory of the United States, such fugitive may be 
lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labour or service as aforesaid.

APPROVED, March 6, 1820.





 
 
 
Transcript of Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)
An Act to Organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled 

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the House of Representatives of the United States, to serve for the 
term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the United States, may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members of the 
Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates 
from the several other Territories of the United States to the said House of Representatives, but the delegate first elected 
shall hold his seat only during the term of the Congress to which he shall be elected. The first election shall be held at such 
time and places, and be conducted in such manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections 
the times, places, and manner of holding the elections, shall be prescribed by law. The person having the greatest number 
of votes shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected; and a certificate thereof shall be given accordingly. That the 
Constitution, and all Laws of the United States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect within 
the said Territory of Nebraska as elsewhere within the United States, except the eighth section of the act preparatory to the 
admission of Missouri into the Union approved March sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which, being inconsistent with 
the principle of non-intervention by Congress with slaves in the States and Territories, as recognized by the legislation of 
eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the Compromise Measures, is hereby declared inoperative and void; it being 
the true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to 
leave the people thereof perfectly free to form an regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the 
Constitution of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to revive or put in force any 
law or regulation which may have existed prior to the act of sixth March, eighteen hundred and twenty, either protecting, 
establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery. 

SEC. 32. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the House of Representatives of the United States, to serve for the 
term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the United States, may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members of the 
Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates 
from the several other Territories of the United States to the said House of Representatives, but the delegate first elected 
shall hold his seat only during the term of the Congress to which he shall be elected. The first election shall be held at such 
time and places, and be conducted in such manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections, 
the times, places, and manner of holding the elections shall be prescribed by law. The person having the greatest number 
of votes shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected, and a certificate thereof shall be given accordingly. That the 
Constitution, and all laws of the United States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect within 
the said Territory of Kansas as elsewhere within the United States, except the eighth section of the act preparatory to the 
admission of Missouri into the Union, approved March sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which, being inconsistent with 
the principle of non-intervention by Congress with slavery in the States and Territories, as recognized by the legislation of 
eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the Compromise Measures, is hereby declared inoperative and void; it being 
the true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to 
leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the 
Constitution of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to revive or put in force any 
law or regulation which may have existed prior to the act of sixth of March, eighteen hundred and twenty, either protecting, 
establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery. 

Approved, May 30, 1854. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transcript of Compromise of 1850 (1850)
CLAY'S RESOLUTIONS January 29, 1850



It being desirable, for the peace, concord, and harmony of the Union of these States, to settle and adjust amicably all existing questions 
of controversy between them aris- ing out of the institution of slavery upon a fair, equitable and just basis: therefore,

1. Resolved, That California, with suitable boundaries, ought, upon her application to be admitted as one of the States of this Union, 
without the imposition by Congress of any restriction in respect to the exclusion or in- troduction of slavery within those bound- aries.

2. Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by law, and is not likely to be introduced into any of the territory acquired by the United 
States from the republic of Mexico, it is in- expedient for Congress to provide by law either for its introduction into, or exclusion from, 
any part of the said territory; and that appropriate territorial governments ought to be established by Congress in all of the said territory , 
not assigned as the boundaries of the proposed State of California, without the adoption of any restriction or condition on the subject of 
slavery.

5. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to abol- ish slavery in the District of Columbia whilst that institution continues to exist in the State 
of Maryland, without the consent of that State, without the consent of the people of the District, and without just compensation to the 
owners of slaves within the District.

6. But, resolved, That it is expedient to prohibit, within the District, the slave trade in slaves brought into it from States or places 
beyond the limits of the District, either to be sold therein as merchandise, or to be trans- ported to other markets without the District of 
Columbia.

7. Resolved, That more effectual provision ought to be made by law, according to the 
requirement of the constitution, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound to serv- ice or labor in any State, who may escape into 
any other State or Territory in the Union. And,

 
An Act for the admission of the State of California into the Union. 

Whereas the people of California have presented a constitution and asked admission into the Union, which constitution was submitted 
to Congress by the President of the United States, by message dated February thirteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty, and which, on 
doe examination, is found to be republican in its form of government:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the State of 
California shall be one, and is hereby declared to be one, of the United States of America, and admitted into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States in all respects whatever.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That, until the representatives in Congress shall be apportioned according to an actual enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States, the State of California shall be entitled to two representatives in Congress.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said State of California is admitted into the Union upon the express condition that the people 
of said State, through their legislature or otherwise, shall never inter- fere with the primary disposal of the public lands within its limits, 
and shall pass no law and do no act whereby the title of the United States to, and right to dispose of, the same shall be impaired or 
questioned ; and that they shall never lay any tax or assessment of any description whatsoever upon the public domain of the United 
States, and in no case shall non-resident proprietors, who are citizens of the United States, be taxed higher than residents; and that all 
the navigable waters within the said State shall be common highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of said State as to the 
citizens of the United States, without any tax, impost, or duty therefor: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
as recognizing or rejecting the propositions tendered by the people of California as articles of compact in the ordinance 
adopted by the convention which formed the constitution of that State.

APPROVED, September 9, 1850.

 
An Act to establish a Territorial Government for Utah.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all that part 
of the territory of the United States included within the following limits, to wit: bounded on the west by the State of California, on the 
north by the Territory of Oregon, and on the east by the summit of the Rocky Mountains, and on the south by the thirty-seventh parallel 
of north latitude, be, and the same is hereby, created into a temporary government, by the name of the Territory of Utah; and, when 
admit- ted as a State, the said Territory, or any portion of the same, shall be received into the Union, with or without slavery, as 
their constitution may prescribe at the time of their admission: Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to inhibit 
the government of the United States from dividing said Territory into two or more Ter- ritories, in such manner and at such times as 
Congress shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching any portion of said Territory to any other State or Territory of the United 
States.

APPROVED, September 9, 1850.

 
An Act to amend, and supplementary to, the Act entitled "An Act respecting Fugitives from Justice, and Persons escaping 
from the Service of their Masters," approved February twelfth, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That when a person held to ser- vice or labor in any State or Territory of the United States, has here- 
tofore or shall hereafter escape into another State or Territory of the United States, the person or persons to whom such service or 
labor may be due, or his, her, or their agent or attorney, duly authorized, by power of attorney, in writing, acknowledged and certified 
under the seal of some legal officer or court of the State or Territory in which the same may be executed, may pursue and reclaim 



such fugitive per- son, either by procuring a warrant from some one of the courts, judges, or commissioners aforesaid, of the proper 
circuit, district, or county, for the apprehension of such fugitive from service or labor, or by seiz- ing and arresting such fugitive, where 
the same can be done without process, and by taking, or causing such person to be taken, forthwith before such court, judge, or 
commissioner, whose duty it shall be to hear and determine the case of such claimant in a summary manner; and upon satisfactory 
proof being made, by deposition or affidavit, in writing, to be taken and certified by such court, judge, or commis- sioner, or by other 
satisfactory testimony, duly taken and certified by some court, magistrate, justice of the peace, or other legal officer au- thorized to 
administer an oath and take depositions under the laws of the State or Territory from which such person owing service or labor may 
have escaped, with a certificate of such magistracy or other authority, as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper court or officer thereto 
attached, which seal shall be sufficient to establish the compe- tency of the proof, and with proof, also by affidavit, of the identity of the 
person whose service or labor is claimed to be due as aforesaid, that the person so arrested does in fact owe service or labor to the 
per- son or persons claiming him or her, in the State or Territory from which such fugitive may have escaped as aforesaid, and that said 
per- son escaped, to make out and deliver to such claimant, his or her agent or attorney, a certificate setting forth the substantial facts 
as to the ser- vice or labor due from such fugitive to the claimant, and of his or her escape from the State or Territory in which such 
service or labor was due, to the State or Territory in which he or she was arrested, with authority to such claimant, or his or her agent or 
attorney, to use such reasonable force and restraint as may be necessary, under the circum- stances of the case, to take and remove 
such fugitive person back to the State or Territory whence he or she may have escaped as aforesaid. In no trial or hearing under 
this act shall the testimony of such alleged fugitive be admitted in evidence; and the certificates in this and the first [ fourth] section 
mentioned, shall be conclusive of the right of the person or persons in whose favor granted, to remove such fugitive to the State or 
Territory from which he escaped, and shall prevent all molestation of such person or persons by any process issued by any court judge, 
magistrate, or other person whomsoever. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person who shall know- ingly and willingly obstruct, hinder, or prevent such claimant, his 
agent or attorney, or any person or persons lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting such a fugitive from service or labor, 
either with or without process as aforesaid, or shall rescue, or attempt to rescue such fugitive from service or labor, from the custody of 
such claimant, his or her agent or attorney, or other person or persons lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so arrested, pursuant to the 
authority herein given and declared; or shall aid, abet, or assist such person so owing service or labor as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, 
to escape from such claimant, his agent or attorney, or other person or persons legally au- thorized as aforesaid; or shall harbor or 
conceal such fugitive, so as to prevent the discovery and arrest of such person, after notice or knowl- edge of the fact that such person 
was a fugitive from service or labor as aforesaid, shall, for either of said offences, be subject to a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six months, by indictment and conviction before the District Court of the United States for the 
district in which such offence may have been committed, or before the proper court of criminal jurisdiction, if committed within anyone of 
the organized Territories of the United States; and shall moreover forfeit and pay, by way of civil damages to the party injured by such 
illegal conduct, the sum of one thousand dollars, for each fugitive so lost as aforesaid, to be recovered by action of debt, in any of the 
District or Territorial Courts aforesaid, within whose jurisdiction the said offence may have been committed.

APPROVED, September 18, 1850.

 
An Act to suppress the Slave Trade in the District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the first day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, it shall not be lawful to bring into the District of Columbia any slave whatever, 
for the purpose of being sold, or for the purpose of being placed in depot, to be subsequently transferred to any other State or place to 
be sold as merchandize. And if any slave shall be brought into the said District by its owner, or by the authority or consent of its owner, 
contrary to the provisions of this act, such slave shall thereupon become liberated and free.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for each of the corporations of the cities of Washington and George- 
town, from time to time, and as often as may be necessary, to abate, break up, and abolish any depot or place of confinement of slaves 
brought into the said District as merchandize, contrary to the provis- ions of this act, by such appropriate means as may appear to 
either of the said corporations expedient and proper. And the same power is hereby vested in the Levy Court of Washington county, if 
any attempt shall be made, within its jurisdictional limits, to establish a depot or place of confinement for slaves brought into the said 
District as mer- chandize for sale contrary to this act.

APPROVED, September 20, 1850.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




