Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: H.Menzel

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level:11

	Class Time Required: 45 min

	Lesson Title:  Battle of Tippecanoe




Essential Question:
	How did conflict with the Native Americans contribute to the start of the War of 1812?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will learn about Tecumseh’s Indian Confederation, Battle of Tippecanoe, Intro to war of 1812




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
	
2.04 Assess political events, issues, and personalities that contributed to sectionalism and nationalism.  


	Teacher Designed Objectives:



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/nativeamericans/chieftecumseh.htm : speech by Tecumseh with  transcription and audio interpretation
Secondary Sources:
http://www.tcha.mus.in.us/battlehistory.htm : Info about battle of Tippecanoe from the Tippecanoe County Historical Association
http://www.usatoday.com/travel/news/2007-11-09-tippecanoe-monument-vandalism_N.htm  USA Today article about vandalism of the Tippecanoe memorial

	Technology: computer with speakers to listen to speech







Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Display cartoon showing British soldier paying Indians for American scalps. Ask students to try to figure out what is going on; talk them through it.

	Teacher led instruction
Brief lecture on conflicts leading to War of 1812: impressment, Chesapeake Incident, War Hawks
Introduce conflict with Native Americans as a factor in the start of War of 1812; War Hawks accused British of instigating Indian attacks in the West and giving aid to the Indians against the Americans

	Guided Practice  
Listen to Tecumseh’s speech and follow along; students will note the answers to the following:
1. How is Gov. Harrison interfering with Tecumseh’s goal to unite the Indians?
2. What are the consequences of selling land to the Americans or buying Indian land?
3. How does the Native American concept of land ownership differ from the whites’?
Discuss answers to these questions and ensure students understand struggle that led to Battle of Tippecanoe

	Independent Practice
Read secondary article about Battle of Tippecanoe; Answer comprehension questions in writing. 


	Closure
In 2007, the monument commemorating the Battle of Tippecanoe was vandalized. Read article aloud and discuss perspectives on the Battle and who was honored/deserves to be honored/etc.
http://www.usatoday.com/travel/news/2007-11-09-tippecanoe-monument-vandalism_N.htm 


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Check answers to comprehension questions; monitor student discussion






Assessment of the Lesson:






Supplemental Information for Teachers:




Attachments:

Tippecanoe Battlefield History from http://www.tcha.mus.in.us/battlehistory.htm
Native American Settlement
Early man and many Indian tribes roamed this part of the Wabash Valley before the thriving trading post of Keth-tip-pe-can-nunk was established in the eighteenth century. Known to many as "Tippecanoe", the village thrived until 1791, when it was razed in an attempt to scatter the Indians and open the land to the new white settlers.
Seventeen years later a new Indian village was established on or near the old Keth-tip-pe-can-nunk site at the Wabash/Tippecanoe River junction. Known as "Prophet's Town", this village was destined to become the capitol of a great Indian confederacy -- their equivalent to Washington, D.C.
The town was founded in May, 1808, when two Shawnee brothers, Tecumseh and Tenskwatawa (the Prophet), left their native Ohio after being permitted to settle on these Potawatomi and Kickapoo-held lands.
The Protagonists
Tecumseh and the Prophet planned to unite many tribes into an organized defense against the growing number of western settlers. Through this union they could defend the lands they had lived on for thousands of years.
In addition to being a seat of diplomacy, Prophet's Town became a training center for the warriors, with a rigorous spiritual and athletic regimen. As many as one thousand warriors were based in the capitol at its peak.
The white settlers of the Indiana territory were disturbed by the increasing activities and power of Tecumseh's followers.  In the late summer of 1811, the governor of the territory, Gen. William Henry Harrison, organized a small army of 1,000 men, hoping to destroy the town while Tecumseh was on a southern recruitment drive. The regiment arrived on Nov. 6, 1811, and upon meeting with representatives of the Prophet, it was mutually agreed that there would be no hostilities until a meeting could be held on the following day. Harrison's scouts then guided the troops to a suitable campsite on a wooded hill about a mile west of Prophet's Town.
The Battle
Upon arriving at the site, Harrison warned his men of the possible treachery of the Prophet. The troops were placed in a quadrangular formation; each man was to sleep fully clothed. Fires were lit to combat the cold, rainy night, and a large detail was assigned to sentinel the outposts.
Although Tecumseh had warned his brother not to attack the white men until the confederation was strong and completely unified, the incensed Prophet lashed his men with fiery oratory. Claiming the white man's bullets could not harm them, the Prophet led his men near the army campsite. From a high rock ledge west of the camp, he gave an order to attack just before daybreak on the following day.
The sentinels were ready, and the first gunshot was fired when the yells of the warriors were heard. Many of the men awoke to find the Indians upon them. Although only a handful of the soldiers had had previous battle experience, the army bloodily fought off the reckless, determined Indian attack. Two hours later, thirty-seven soldiers were dead, twenty-five others were to die of injuries, and over 126 were wounded. The Indian casualties were unknown, but their spirit was crushed. Angered by his deceit, the weary warriors stripped the Prophet of his power and threatened to kill him.
Harrison, expecting Tecumseh to return with a large band of Indians, fortified his camp soon after the battle. No man was permitted to sleep the following night.
Taking care of their dead and wounded, the demoralized Indians left Prophet's Town, abandoning most of their food and belongings. When Harrison's men arrived at the village on November 8, they found only an elderly Indian woman, whom they left with a wounded chief found not far from the battlefield. After burning the town, the army began their painful return to Vincennes.
The Aftermath
Tecumseh returned three months later to find his dream in ashes. Believing the reconstruction of the confederation to be too risky and the chance of Indian survival under the United States government to be dim, he gathered his remaining followers and allied himself with the British forces. Tecumseh played a key role in the War of 1812, being active in the fall of Detroit, but he was killed at the Battle of the Thames on October 5, 1813, at the age of forty-five.
Scorned by the Indians and renounced by Tecumseh, the Prophet took refuge along nearby Wildcat Creek. Although remaining in disgrace, the Prophet retained a small band of followers, who roamed with him through the Northwest and Canada during the War of 1812. He died in Wyandotte County, Kansas, in November, 1834.
Gen. Harrison remained governor of Indiana Territory until September, 1812, when he was assigned command of the Northwestern frontier in the War of 1812. He was in command at the capture of Detroit and the Battle of the Thames, where Tecumseh was killed. At the close of the war, Harrison returned to public life at his old home in North Bend, Ohio. He served in the Ohio state senate, the U.S. House of Representatives, and the U.S. Senate. He was elected President in 1840. 
1. Why is Prophet’s Town compared to Washington DC?
2. Why did William Henry Harrison meet with the Prophet?
3. Why were the Prophet’s men angry with him for the loss?
4. Why did Tecumseh ally himself with the British?
5. What happened to Tecumseh? The Prophet? William Henry Harrison?


Text:
Top: A scene on the frontier as practiced by the humane British and their worthy allies!
Quote on right: Bring me the scalps and the King our master will reward you
Sign on gun: Reward for 16 scalps
Bottom left:
Arise Columbia’s Sons and forward press
Your country’s wrongs call loudly for redress
The saveage Indian with his scalping knife
Or tomahawk may seek to take your life
Bottom right:
By bravery aw’d they’ll in a dreadful fright
Shrunk back fro refuge to the woods in flight
Their British leaders then will quickly shake
And for those wrongs shall restitution make
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