Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author: Lauren Eleuteri

	Subject: US and NC History

	Grade Level: 8

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: On the Road to War or Peace


Essential Question:
	How did certain legislation passed prior to 1865 affect the onset of the Civil War?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	In this lesson students will examine the three major political compromises and legislation passed in the time directly preceding the Civil War.  After reading the Missouri Compromise, Kansas-Nebraska Act, and Compromise of 1850, students will complete a chart outlining the provisions of each compromise, whether the student thought it favored slave or free states, and a prediction about how the compromise affected the onset of the war.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
Goal 3:  The learner will identify key events and evaluate the impact of reform and expansion in North Carolina during the first half of the 19th century.
4.01 Identify and analyze the significance of the causes of secession from the Union, and compare reactions in North Carolina to reactions in other regions of the nation.
4.02 Describe the political and military developments of the Civil War and analyze their effect on the outcome of the war.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
Identify the three major political compromises preceding the Civil War
Analyze the effects of those compromises on the nation and the onset of the war
Read primary source material and pull out critical information



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
A print out of the Missouri Compromise, Kansas-Nebraska Act, and Compromise of 1850
Secondary Sources: interactive map


	Technology: computer with internet; LCD projector


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) Students should answer the following questions in their notebooks: 1) How do you think adding new states/territories to the United States of America affected the debate over slave and free states/what issues do you think it caused?  2) What are some ways you think the government at the time tried to resolve some these issues?


	Teacher led instruction
The teacher should host a discussion over the jump-starter questions, soliciting responses from students.  Then the teacher should mention that there were three major compromises passed in the years leading up to the Civil War to try to resolve the issues between free and slave states.  As a class, the teacher should lead an examination of the first primary source, the Missouri Compromise and help students complete the “On the Road to War or Peace” chart.  This gives the teacher the opportunity to teach students how to examine a primary source and pick out important information.  Completing the first part of the chart together will also allow the teacher to model making predictions/drawing conclusions from primary source documents.   The teacher may also use the Missouri Compromise interactive map (link included) to further explain the debate over expansion and adding slave or free states.  

	Guided Practice  
Students may work with a partner to examine and analyze the final two primary sources and complete the chart together.  After students are given about 20 minutes to work, come back together and review answers for the chart.  


	Independent Practice
Students should write a one paragraph response to the following question as their exit ticket: After studying the attempts at compromise between slave and free states before the Civil War, do you think the war was inevitable, why or why not?


	Closure
Review a few student’s responses to the final thinking question and host a brief discussion over their responses.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Completion of the “On the Road to War or Peace” chart and the paragraph opinion response with appropriate supporting details will provide a clear indicator of student progress towards meeting the lesson objectives.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address: http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/neh/interactives/sectionalism/lesson1/
Author and Title: from EDSITEment!  By the the National Endowment for the Humanities; “An Early Threat of Secession”
Brief synopsis of the source:
This site provides a wonderful interactive map of the Missouri Compromise and will allow the teacher to better explain to students the debate over expansion and how the Missouri Compromise attempted to resolve that issue.
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Author and Title:  from ourdocuments.gov; “Transcript of the Missouri Compromise”, “Transcript of Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)”, “Transcript of Compromise of 1850 (1850)”
Brief synopsis of the source:
These are the primary sources/transcripts of the Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850 and Kansas-Nebraska Act that should be handed out to each student to read and analyze.
Attachments:
“On the Road to War or Peace” chart
