Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author: Lauren Eleuteri

	Subject: US and NC HST

	Grade Level: 8

	Class Time Required: one 90-minute block

	Lesson Title: “Was John Brown a Terrorist or a Hero?”


Essential Question:
	How did individuals, specifically John Brown, affect the onset of the Civil War?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	In this lesson, students will thoroughly examine the life and actions of avid abolitionist John Brown.  Focusing on his actions during Bleeding Kansas and Harper’s Ferry, students will decide if his actions were justified or too extreme.  Through readings, video clips and discussion, students will gather enough information to write a persuasive paper answering the question, “Was John Brown crazy?” (for high school students, their paper should answer the question, “Was John Brown a Terrorist or a Hero?”)


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
4:  The learner will examine the causes, course, and character of the Civil War and Reconstruction, and their impact on North Carolina and the nation.
4.01:  Identify and analyze the significance of the causes of secession from the Union, and compare reactions in North Carolina to reactions in other regions of the nation.
4.04:  Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
Students will identify and evaluate John Brown’s role in affecting the onset of the Civil War.
Students will construct a well-planned and supported persuasive essay.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
Letters to/from John Brown found at the PBS American Experience website:
http

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"pbs

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"wgbh
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HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"filmmore

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"reference

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/
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HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"html
Address of John Brown to the Virginia Court from Digital History:
http

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36".

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"digitalhistory
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HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"=36
“Bleeding Kansas” letter by John Brown from Digital History:
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=131
Secondary Sources:
US and NC Textbook; video clips about John Brown:
John Brown’s Last Speech - http

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"www
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HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"videos

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"/
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HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"last

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"speech
John Brown’s Raid - http

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/videos/john-browns-raid#john-browns-raid"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/videos/john-browns-raid#john-browns-raid"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/videos/john-browns-raid#john-browns-raid".

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/videos/john-browns-raid#john-browns-raid"history

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/videos/john-browns-raid#john-browns-raid".
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HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/videos/john-browns-raid#john-browns-raid"raid
John Brown Assessed 150 Years After Harper’s Ferry - http

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1OFdpUsO8w"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1OFdpUsO8w"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1OFdpUsO8w".
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HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1OFdpUsO8w".

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1OFdpUsO8w"com
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Bleeding Kansas:  Behind the Legend - http

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYpcyS48xqE"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYpcyS48xqE"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYpcyS48xqE".

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYpcyS48xqE"youtube

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYpcyS48xqE".

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYpcyS48xqE"com
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HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYpcyS48xqE"48

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYpcyS48xqE"xqE
John Brown’s Body - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSSn3NddwFQ


	Technology: Computer hooked up to a LCD projector


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students will complete the bellringer activity that asks them to use their textbook to find three facts about John Brown.  Remind students to use their index to find the corresponding page numbers about John Brown.  The attached PowerPoint slide includes the layout and directions for this anticipatory set. 

	Teacher led instruction
When reviewing the jump-starter activity, ask students to share with the class the facts they found.  Then the teacher should ask, “What are our first impressions of John Brown?”  “How can we guess he affected the Civil War?”  Teacher should entertain and solicit answers from several students verbally.


	Guided Practice  
Teacher should allow students to work with a partner while analyzing the primary source documents and video clips about John Brown.  While students are analyzing each informational piece, they should take notes using the attached chart.  The teacher will remind students that they will use these notes to guide their persuasive writing.  The notes gathered during the guided practice will be used as evidence in their essay.  Students must include information about John Brown’s personal life/beliefs, his actions in Bleeding Kansas, and his attack on Harper’s Ferry.  Teacher may use some or all of the included videos and primary source documents linked in this plan.  While working through each video and document, the teacher should remind students to make conclusions and assessments about John Brown to use as evidence.  Be sure to give each pair a minute or two to compare notes after each video or document reading.  After students have completed their chart, hand out the persuasive essay planning paper.  Explain to students the purpose of a persuasive paper.  Project the paper outline and solicit suggestions from students for a class modeled/created first paragraph. 

	Independent Practice
Students will work independently to complete their persuasive essay planning paper.  Remind students that they must include evidence from their notes chart on John Brown.  A good idea is to tell students to make one content paragraph about Harper’s Ferry and one about Bleeding Kansas.  They can include information about his personal life/beliefs in the introductory and conclusion paragraphs.  


	Closure
Show the final video of the song “John Brown’s Body” and ask students to assess John Brown’s legacy based on the lyrics of the song.  Solicit verbal responses.
Have students complete their planning paper and write their final essay for homework over the course of a week.  This can be a major or minor writing assignment depending on teacher preference.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Student comprehension will be assessed through verbal responses to questioning, completion of the John Brown Notes Chart, persuasive essay planner and final essay.  
Rubric for grading the essay is also attached.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
Primary Sources:
Letters to/from John Brown found at the PBS American Experience website:
http

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"pbs

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"wgbh

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"amex

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"filmmore

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"reference

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"primary

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"index

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html"html
Address of John Brown to the Virginia Court from Digital History:
http

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36".

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"digitalhistory

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36".

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"uh

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36".

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"documents

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"documents

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"_

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"p

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"2.
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HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"?

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"doc

HYPERLINK "http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=36"=36
“Bleeding Kansas” letter by John Brown from Digital History:
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=131
Video clips about John Brown:
John Brown’s Last Speech - http

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech".
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HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/shows/the-people-speak/videos/john-browns-last-speech#john-browns-last-speech"/
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