Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Joe Newton

	Subject: Railroad development

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 2 days 

	Lesson Title: N.C. and the expansion of the county’s Railroads


Essential Question:

	How did N.C. play an important role in the development of a national transportation system?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	The Wilmington to Weldon RR was once the longest RR in the world. This would spur on growth in that realm of transportation that would eventually lead to the construction of the Transcontinental RR. Students will examine both the Wilmington/Weldon and Transcontinental RR as they learn the importance of RR’s to the nation’s growth during the 19th century.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

State Goal #5 The learner will identify key events and evaluate the impact of reform and expansion in N.C. during the first half of the 19th century.



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

The student will be able to understand the importance of RR’s in N.C. and the nation in terms of growth.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:  Maps, journal entries, photos, paintings.

Secondary Sources:  Various books that detail RR history



	Technology: LCD Projector


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
If possible, acquire a RR spike and a piece of coal. Present these items and their importance in the development of the RR. Also present maps of N.C. (1820) and the U.S. (1860) that show where the majority of the population resided. Relate to them how the construction of RR’s would spur on a tremendous growth in population movement.

	Teacher led instruction
Show the video “Railroads, Robberies and Rebels” from the Discovery Channel. Does a good job of detailing the history of the growth of the RR. Comes complete with questions for discussion.

	Guided Practice  
During the discussion of the video ensure all students have the answers. They will be tested on those questions and answers the following day.

	Independent Practice
Give the students two maps, one of N.C. and the other the U.S. Have them trace the route of the Wilmington to Weldon RR and the Transcontinental RR, noting at least 10 cities the Wilmington to Weldon passed through and the states that the Transcontinental went through.

	Closure
Address again the importance of the development of the RR to the nation’s growth and how today, although important, trucking and airlines have developed into the leading source of transporting goods and people throughout the nation.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Students will be tested on the questions from the video and will trace the routes of the two RR lines on blank maps. Also, students will be asked to write a journal entry (5 paragraphs) were they assume the role of a RR worker helping build the Transcontinental RR.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
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Attachments:

