Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author: Ashley Burcham

	Subject:  Social Studies

	Grade Level: 8th grade

	Class Time Required:  2 days, with presentations—may roll over into three if periods are shorter than a 90 min block. Homework will be for 1st day to be shared—may be word-processed for final copy or display

	Lesson Title: Reconstruction, an overview (to be done after study on Civil War)


Essential Question:
	In the final days and following the Civil War and the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, certain radical factions of the Republican party gained control of national politics. They wanted to punish the South for the war, through military rule, rigorous taxation, and the forced acceptance of African-Americans through laws which overwrote the existing ones and changed the balance of power for the South.  What were the effects of these events and the ways they played out on the lives of those living under Reconstruction?  
Reviewing Lincoln’s Inaugural Address (excerpt attached), and the summary of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments (attached), using the attached questions, meet in your padeia groups and review and discuss your thinking on Reconstruction.  



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will use the attached information, along with their acquired background, to discuss in Padeia groups the questions attached (guideline).  Recorder in each group will monitor and record responses of members through use of a Padeia contribution sheet.  Finally, student groups will summarize on a poster or PowerPoint slide their discussions and outcomes for sharing with the class.  Maximum members of Padeia group: six (6) each, mixed racially and by gender.   


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description):
4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.
4.05 Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the state and identify the reasons why Reconstruction came to an end.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
Perform and understand the cause/effect of historical events, including comparison and analyzing the importance and effects of this process.  Students will examine the events that led up to and included the era of Reconstruction, and be able to identify and reflect on how these events contributed the recovery of the South (including North Carolina) and to the healing of the wounds of civil war in the US.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: included
Secondary Sources: text book, other resources materials, computer resources


	Technology: PowerPoint Presentation may need time to produce; Poem may need time for word-processing.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Main Idea:  After the Civil War, the US entered a “healing” time called “Reconstruction.” By some definition, this means, “rebuilding”—however many feel the opposite occurred.  Many feel that it was a hard and difficult time which was fueled by the need for revenge of some and the disorganization and political manipulations of many.  Students look up both words in personal dictionary—create a brace map for compare/contrast and offer contributions for an introductory class discussion (circle map or brace map) on the board. 

	Teacher led instruction
1.  As class, students read aloud background summary on late Civil War and Reconstruction.  Teacher participates in creating class circle map on board based on above starter activity and background. Teacher leads above discussion, and then divides class (from pre-determined) list into Padeia groups for discussion and development.  

	Guided Practice  
Students discuss questions1-8 on attached sheet, and then separate to wind up their thoughts in a short paragraph to share with their Padeia group members. 

	Independent Practice
For homework, students will create an “I Am” poem, from either of the following perspectives:  Seeing themselves as a Southerner under Reconstruction, with their feelings and hopes for the future; or from the perspective of a former slave, either prospering or suffering under the weight of Reconstruction (since many were manipulated rather than helped in the process).  These will be due next day for sharing with the class.

	Closure
Students will present by groups their group generated PowerPoint slide or poster, then students in the group will choose the best “I am a Southerner,” or “I am a freed slave,” poem and share with the class.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Students will evaluate each other and decide on the most effective summaries and poems of those presented in class.  (Top 3) Outcomes will be exchanged between classes for analysis for effectiveness and interpretation.  Constructive feedback will be provided from each class to another. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Attachments:  
Att. 1:  Questions for Padeia Group;   Att. 2: Timeline; Att. 3: Background Info; 



Att. 4(a):  2nd Inaugural Address; 4(b):  Amendments 
Attach. 1: Questions for Padeia Group and Homework Assignment (Independent Practice)
1. Describe your contrast/comparison of the words, “Reconstruction,” and “rebuilding.”  How does the general meaning (intention) of these words seem appropriate, or not so, to the actual event.  Create a list of (3) synonyms and (3) antonyms for each of the words.  Create two opposing-meaning sentences demonstrating the use of an analogy, and choosing from the list you have generated.
2. Develop a different “Essential Question,” from the description given in the Essential Question area on these assignment documents.  Statement should take the form of a question and be comprehensive and yet relatively brief and to the point. 
3. If it is true that the main reason the North went to war was to free the slaves, then why did it take two years after the war started to approach the point? What do you think?
4. Discuss the problems, and benefits, that came to the former slaves once they were emancipated.  Compare the lists, and decide which way you think it weighed out when everything was considered.
5. What stumbling blocks arose for North Carolina and other Southern states after the war and in the process of Reconstruction?
6. What do you think our country needed in 1865?  What could have been done to make redemption for the South go smoother? Do you think any one faction, person, or outside country might have been helpful, for advice, or a model?  If so, please describe and explain your answer.
7. If you, based on your current age, had been born at the beginning of Reconstruction, how many of your years would you have lived without it?  How do you think you would be feeling now if you had lived that many years in such turmoil? Would you have been affected by your surroundings and the day-to-day life you had come to know?  Please respond completely.
8. Use descriptive words to write a short narrative about the end of the war, Lincoln’s assassination, and Reconstruction.  You may make it in an editorial perspective, or remain more distant, but it must yield evidence of thinking and organization. 
HOMEWORK:   Write an “I AM…” poem from one of two perspectives:  an emancipated slave in Reconstruction, or a Southerner living under the conditions of Reconstruction.  Your poem must have at last 20 lines, with four (4) stanzas of 5 lines each. 
You may wish to do a planning draft below which you will use to construct your poem, or brainstorm some words or phrases which might help with your task.  The area below can be used for this purpose, but the copy you turn in must be separate from this paper.
Ideas?



Words? 




Phrases?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Attachment 3   
Background Information:   The Civil War and Reconstruction                               (Summary-- A. Burcham)

In general, it was not until the end of the Civil War that slavery actually became a focusing issue.  Even though the Proclamation of Emancipation was in 1863, it was not truly workable, since slaves were not actually freed.  It was not until the 13th Amendment in 1865 that slaves were officially freed and the institution abolished forever in the US.  This “freedom” was figuratively joyous and conceptually enlightened, however the practical reality revealed the sudden emancipation of many millions of people who had no homes, no jobs, no education, and limited skills and advancement opportunities.  

Many Americans, over 600,000, had given their lives, most of them very young (teens/early 20s).  The South lay ruined; many of its lands were leveled, transportation routes destroyed, cities burned and in shambles, and the lifeline, agriculture, was basically at a halt. Practical supplies were all but, if not totally, unavailable—medicines, food, tools, growing supplies.  The emancipated slaves had to somehow fit into this wounded society, and become part of it.  The South had surrendered, knowing it had to be reconstructed with help from the US government, but now realized that the process was to be anything but the gentle re-entry they expected with Lincoln at the helm.  His assassination proved to be the worst thing that could have happened, since the South largely trusted him to ease the burden of return to the nation.  What had thought to be humane treatment ended up being a black and painful time which lasted over twelve years.

The “Radical Republicans,” an extremist political group, assumed control of politics at a national level and proceeded to direct the stages of Reconstruction.  They did not represent the Southerners, and generally not most Northerners.  Their main focus was punishment for the South for commencing the war through secession.  Military rule was instated, and southern states were divided into regions to be managed by military generals.  Many came to take advantage of uneducated blacks and bully southerners; these people were commonly known as Scallywags (thought to be derived from a derogatory reference/comparison to mangy or “Scaly” dogs).  Three new constitutional amendments were made that gave African-Americans full rights, which would have been great except that most black Americans did not completely comprehend or realize any benefits until much later.  The civil rights afforded and intended by these Amendments were for many years (and in some opinions, even until today) not completely realized…and certainly not significantly advanced until almost a century later.

In 1877, troops left the South, and Southern states reorganized their own governments.  It took twelve years to carry out Abraham Lincoln’s request to “bind up the nation’s wounds.” Now the real efforts could begin. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Attachment 4 (a)
Excerpt of Second Inaugural Address, March 4, 1865
“With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.”
-Abraham Lincoln
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Attachment 4 (b)
The Amendments to the Constitution (summarized):
Thirteenth Amendment (1865):   Slavery is made illegal anywhere in the U.S.
Fourteenth Amendment (1868):  All persons born in the s are automatically citizens, have “due 




          process”: and “equal protection” of the laws of their state and 




          nation. 
Fifteenth Amendment    (1870):   The right of citizens to vote may not be taken away because of their 



           race or color,
