Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:  Margaret Arrowood

	Subject:     NC History / US History

	Grade Level:     8

	Class Time Required:  1 Class Period  (90 minutes);  Independent Practice as Homework 

	Lesson Title:   Simulation of Senate Committee Hearing:    Freedman’ Report


Essential Question:
	Is the life of a Freeman in the South during Reconstruction any different in reality?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	A cross-curricular lesson to show how nonfiction is used to analyze the conditions of a group of people.  Students will use their knowledge of analyzing primary source documents to determine what the outcome of a Congressional hearing should be after reading the testimony.  NOTE:  This lesson is for experienced classes in analytical discussions.  Not recommended for first time analysis


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
Social Studies:   4.05 Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the state
 


and identify the reasons why Reconstruction came to an end.
Communication Skills:   2.01  Analyze and evaluate informational materials that are read, heard, and/or
 



viewed by drawing inferences and/or conclusions, generating questions,
 



extending ideas.



5.01  Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through meaningful and
 



comprehensive literacy program by analyzing and evaluating themes 




and central ideas in literature and other texts in relation to personal




and societal issues.



5.03  Study the characteristics of literary genres (fiction, nonfiction, drama and




poetry) through evaluating what impact literary elements have on the
 



meaning of the text.
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
Analyze nonfiction in historical context.  The students will be able to use prior historical information to analyze the minutes of a Senate Committee hearing to make judgments from the point of view of a northerner, southern white, southern freedman, and westerner about the condition of freedmen in the South.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:  “Life for Freed Slaves”
Secondary Sources:  “Analyzing a Primary Source Document”


	Technology:   None


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students create a tree map  “Regional Life During Reconstruction.”  The students are to list characteristics of the lives of westerners, southern whites, southern freedmen, northern to include social issues, economy, political events, etc.  (10 minutes)  On the board students to list their characteristics to compile a class set of facts.

	Teacher led instruction
1.  Using the tree map discuss the similarities and differences of life in the regions and well as why there needs to be a separate category for southern whites and freedmen.
2.  Review primary source documents….what they are, why they are important and how to analyze.

	Guided Practice  
1.  Pass out reading:  “  Life for Freed Slaves“  Students are in groups of 4.  At the top of each reading is the label  Westerner, Northern, Southern White or Southern Freedman.   Each member of the group is to own the persona of the person at the top.  Reply to questions and answer from that point of view, argue the relevance from that point of view and make decisions from that point of view.
2.  Students are to answer the committee questions and present one set of answers from the group.  Each decision must be stated and why the committee made the recommendation .  To get credit students must explain the compromise between the factions.  (30 minutes)
3.  Discuss the recommendations from each committee.  Students to explain why answers are different…..which “region” dominated the discussion and why.

	Independent Practice
Students are to become newspaper reporters writing about the committee hearings.  Students will review their tree maps to understand the perspective in which to write and review the notes from the committee hearing to create a newspaper article about the hearing.

	Closure
Discuss the importance of primary source documents when studying a historical era to understanding how history and unique regional characteristics impact the lives of the citizens.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1.  Formative Assessment:   students responses to characteristics for tree maps.  Allow 

students to come to board to complete tree map or have students call out the 

fact and category.
2.  Summative Assessment:  Grade the newspaper article:  Rubric to include 1) is the article
 
in newspaper format;  2)  Did student keep article slanted to the region that chose;
 
3)  Did the student draw reasonable and correct conclusions using information from

the primary source.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address:  http

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"archives

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"gov

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"education

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"lessons

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"worksheets

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"/
Author and Title:  Document Analysis Worksheets
Brief synopsis of the source:   Master worksheets from the National Archives to use to analyze 





primary sources.
Attachments:
Worksheet:  Reading:   “Life of Freed Slaves”
Reading:  How To Analyze a Primary Source
