LIFE FOR FREED SLAVES
Henry Adams was a slave on a Louisiana plantation.  When the civil War ended, he was 22 years old.  In a report to the United States Senate in 1880, Adams described conditions in the South right after the war.
The white men read a paper to all of us colored people telling us that we were free and could go where we pleased and work for who we pleased.  The man I belonged to told me it was best to stay with him.  He said, “The bad white men was mad with the Negroes because they were free and they would kill you all for fun.”  He said, stay where we are living and we could get protection from our old masters.
I told him I thought that every man, when he was free, could have his rights and protect themselves.  He said, “The colored people could never protect themselves among the white people.  So you had all better stay with the white people who raised you and make contracts with them to work by the year….We have contracts for you all to sign….”
I told him I would not sign anything.  I said, “I might sign to be killed.  I believe the white people is trying to fool us.”  But he said again, “Sign this contract so I can take it to the Yankees and have it recorded.”  All our colored people signed it but myself and a boy names Samuel Jefferson….
On the day after all had signed the contracts, we went to cutting oats.  I asked the boss, “Could we get any of the oats?”   He said, “No the oats were made before you were free.”   After that he told us to get timber to build a sugarmill to make molasses.  We did so…..We made two or three hundred gallons of molasses and only what we could eat….We split rails three or four weeks and go not a cent for that.
In September I asked the boss to let me go to Shreveport.  He said, “All right, when will you come back?”  I told him “next week.”  He said, “You had better carry a pass.”  I said, “I will see whether I am free by going without a pass.”
I met four white men about six miles south of Keachie, De Soto Parish.  One of them asked me who I belonged to.  I told him no one.  So him and two others struck me with a stick and told me they were going to kill me and every other Negro who told them that they did not belong to anyone….>They left me and I then went on to Shreveport.  I seen over twelve colored men and women, beat, shot, and hung between there and Shreveport…..
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PERSONA ________________________________________________

READING & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

NOTE:   Remember you are reading, interpreting and discussing the reading from the point of view
               of the person written at the top of the page.   Make sure that you use the bias that would
               have been the personality of your character.  Refer to the tree map for information.
Reading Questions:

1.  In what ways did Henry Adam’s former master try to take advantage of

     his former slave?

2.  Why did Adams refuse to sign his former master’s contract?

3.  What are example of Adams’s independent thinking and 
                 determination to hold on to his rights?

4.  Based on Adams’s account, what were conditions like for freed slaves
                 in the South after the war?
            5.  Why might the federal government have chosen to hear a report
                  from Henry Adams?
Committee Questions to Consider:

1.  What laws/programs were in place to help freed slaves and were
                 the working?
           2.   Where state governments ignoring federal laws protecting 
                  freed slaves?
     
3.   Could Henry Adams be lying to the Committee?   Why or why not?

4.   Did Henry Adams contribute to his own problems?
            5.  Who, (federal, state, local government), was responsible for the
  
       Reconstruction programs?
RECOMMENDATION OF SENATE COMMITTEE:    What are the problems that exist in the South, how can those problems be addressed and what new regulations/programs, if any, should be put in place to help freed slaves.
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