Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniel Lee Britt

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 2 periods

	Lesson Title:  What does the term “Jim Crow South” mean?


Essential Question:

	The name “Jim crow” is often associated with the South during the reconstruction period.  What does this term refer to and who was Jim Crow?


Brief Description of Lesson:
Lesson Plan Objectives:


	State Competency Goals (# and description) 
4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.
4.05 Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the state and identify the reasons why Reconstruction came to an end.

	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…) 

· Explain the origin of Jim Crow. Who created this character and why?

· Discuss their thoughts on the social and political climate was like in the United States at that time? Explain.

· Define what the era of Jim Crow symbolized? 

· Describe the legacy of Jim Crow, the character, and Jim Crow, the system? 

· Provide examples of any remnants of Jim Crow in contemporary society. 




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: PBS video “Who was Jim Crow?” (see Internet Resources below) 

The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow Website (PBS)

Secondary Sources: Various as students and teacher find.

	Technology: Each student will need access to a computer with internet access.  Teachers will need computer with internet access and LCD projector, and document camera.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) Teacher will share the PBS film “Who Was Jim Crow”? Students can take notes but it is not required.  Teacher will share attached essay as they see fit depending on population that they are teaching.

	Teacher led instruction:   Teacher will lead students in discussion about what they saw during the video.  Students should express feelings about images and if they have recognized similar stereotypical images in today’s society as they relate to a particular race or social group.

	Guided Practice: Students will navigate through the PBS website “The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow” independently.  Students will explore images, sounds, and personal accounts of the Jim Crow South.  Podcast are also available.  The teacher should insure that students are progressing through the site in a timely and productive manner.  Once students have explored the PBS website thoroughly they may venture out on the web to find other resources related to the Jim Crow era.

	Independent Practice:  Students will produce a PowerPoint showing the 5 most powerful images, sounds, or accounts that they took away from their research on the PBS website.  Students should be sure to link resources that they choose to where we as a society are today in concerns to the way we look at race in our country.

	Closure:  Students will present slide show to class and lead in class discussions concerning their choice of primary sources and how they relate to the Jim Crow South.

Exit Question:  As a Common Formative Assessment students will write the answer to the following question and turn it in at the End of Class.

Who was Jim Crow?  What impact did Jim Crow have on race relations in the South following Reconstruction?




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Discussions and classroom activities

· Did students contribute frequently and thoughtfully to class discussion?

Primary source analysis

· Did students identify significant information about this source and its main ideas?

· Did students summarize the content of this source thoughtfully?

· Did students draw reasonable conclusions when analyzing this source?

· Did students write down their observations carefully and in detail for later analysis?

Student PowerPoint and Presentation

Teacher should create a grading rubric that presents clearly targeted learning goals based on their student’s achievement level as aligned with the standard course of study and the local pacing guide.  Differentiation for various levels of abilities should be taken into account.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources: 
Who is Jim Crow video:  http://www.teachersdomain.org/asset/bf10_vid_whowasjim/
PBS Website: The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow:  http

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"pbs

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"wnet

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"jimcrow

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"index

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html"html
Attachment:  Background essay about the creation and adaptation of the Jim Crow character
Thomas Dartmouth Rice, a struggling white actor from Manhattan’s Lower East Side, first appeared as “Jim Crow” in New York City's Park Theater in 1828. The exact details surrounding the creation of his “Jim Crow” character are difficult to confirm but one story is that Thomas Rice either modeled him after an elderly black male slave who had an ill-formed leg or a young black stable boy. Supposedly, Rice observed the man or boy singing a song that referred to “Jim Crow” where the singer punctuated each stanza with a little jump. Rice might have taken these lines from their song: ‘Weel about and turn about and do jis so, Eb'ry time I weel about I jump Jim Crow.’ Another possibility is that he may have been the original author of the same lines that appear on sheet music entitled “Jim Crow” and are credited to him.

To identify and define the character as black, Rice used burnt cork to darken his face. He also wore tattered clothes and sang and danced in a foolish, exaggerated way that demeaned black people while at the same time entertained white audiences. Rice’s style of performance was called “minstrelsy” or a “minstrel show.” In a short time, Rice’s minstrel show rose in popularity and achieved wide-spread success both within the United States as well as in England and Ireland. By the end of his life in 1860, he would be known as the “Father of American Minstrelsy.” 

Countless minstrel acts followed Rice’s “Jim Crow” to include new characters such as “Dandies,” northern blacks who mimicked the dress and behavior of upper-class whites and by doing so, lived above their station in life. There was also the “Coon,” an inarticulate, lazy, black male adult who was easily frightened. Each character served to support negative, stereotypical ideas about African Americans as inherently inferior and accordingly unfit to live within American society with the same rights as white citizens. Soon, black minstrel performers followed the trend to mimic white performers mimicking blacks.

By 1838, the “Jim Crow” that began as a stock character in minstrel shows had become integral to American pop culture, making appearances in stage plays, advertisements, songs, novels and other popular amusements. By 1877, with the liberties provided by Reconstruction coming to a close, Jim Crow--an idea now entrenched in American society--became a term used to define the systematic and legalized apartheid under which black Americans often experienced brutal treatment with no protection or legal recourse. The Jim Crow system, used to justify thousands of lynchings, assaults, separate and unequal conditions, and an environment of constant intimidation, was challenged by African Americans and others but would not end until the Civil Rights movement in the mid-1960s. 
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