Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:Lauren Eleuteri

	Subject:  US and NC HST

	Grade Level: 8

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: Reconstruction Amendments and Plans


Essential Question:
	What were the tenets of the major plans for reuniting the Union after the Civil War?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will identify and examine the tenets of the three major Reconstruction plans and briefly explore the Reconstruction Amendments.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.
4.05  Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the state and identify the reasons why Reconstruction came to an end.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
Identify and explain the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments
Assess the tenants of Lincoln’s, Johnson’s and Congress’ plans for Reconstruction and distinguish between the three
Identify problems the nation faced at the end of the Civil War and assess the proposed solutions for those problems



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
Print out of the 13th, 14th and 15th amendements, primary source can be found at http://constitutioncenter.org/ncc_edu_The_Reconstruction_Ammendments.aspx
Secondary Sources:
US and NC HST textbook


	Technology: PowerPoint, LCD projector


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students Warm-Up activity will be to answer the following questions as displayed when the enter the room on the LCD projector after they read a short introduction to the Reconstruction chapter of the textbook:
1. What are some problems that the nation faced at the end of the Civil War?
2. What do you think the government needed to do to solve these problems?


	Teacher led instruction
Teacher will lead a short discussion on the students’ answers to the Warm-Up questions.  Teacher should mention that one thing the government does to try to solve problems is to pass laws.  This can segue into an introduction of the Reconstruction Amendments.  Pass out handouts with the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments.  As students track along while the teacher reads each amendment, they should write a brief note in the margin summarizing what the Amendment accomplishes. 

	Guided Practice  
Teacher should give students 2 minutes after reading each amendment aloud to let each student work with a partner to decide what the main idea of the amendment is/what it accomplishes.  Constitutional language can be very difficult to decipher so working with a partner should help struggling readers understand the big idea.


	Independent Practice
After reading through each amendment and writing notes in the margin, students should complete the “Reconstruction Amendments” chart on the PowerPoint which asks them to list what the amendment did and then to draw a picture to help them remember the big idea.  After 5 minutes, teacher should fill in her own chart on the board with student input to be sure that everyone has the correct information.
Teacher now should break the class into teams of 2-4 depending on class size.  Students will now complete the Reconstruction Plan Scramble.  Using the textbook, teams are asked to work together to group aspects of the Reconstruction plans under their corresponding heading, “Lincoln’s Plan,” “Johnson’s Plan,” or “Congressional Plan.”  Each group will have an envelop with bullets of aspects of each plan that are all scrambled.  The goal is to place all of the correct aspects/tenants of each plan under the correct heading/plan.  The first team to complete this task correctly wins a prize.  Teacher should circulate room to monitor and check student progress.  Each tenant is numbered so the teacher can quickly check if a team has placed it in the correct column.  Students may use their textbook which explains each plan.  This task requires students to read for meaning and pick out important information.  After a winning group is found, teacher should display the correct answers and students will use this chart to make notes for each Reconstruction Plan.

	Closure
In a short class discussion at the end of class, ask students, “What seem to be strengths and weaknesses of each Reconstruction plan?”  “Do you think the Congressional Plan was fair or too harsh?”  What do you think would have happened to the Union if Lincoln had not been assassinated and he was still in charge of Reconstruction?


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Student comprehension will be assessed by seeing if they completed their Reconstruction Amendment chart correctly, if they completed the Reconstruction Plan Scramble, and by soliciting their thoughts on closure discussion questions.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address: http://constitutioncenter.org/ncc_edu_The_Reconstruction_Ammendments.aspx
Author and Title:  National Constitution Center:  The Reconstruction Amendments
Brief synopsis of the source:  This website is from the official museum at the Nation Constitution Center and offers wonderful excerpts from the Constitution.
Attachments:
Lesson PowerPoint and bullets for the Reconstruction Plan Scramble (to be cut up, copied, and given to each group so they can manipulate and move around each bullet point and place them under the correct Reconstruction Plan
