Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Joe Newton

	Subject: N.C. History

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 3 days

	Lesson Title: Interesting Architecture and Ghosts of Historic Wilmington


Essential Question:

	Can “ghostly” folklore help our students understand local history? 


Brief Description of Lesson:
	By touring 3 historic buildings in Wilmington students will learn details about their construction, the time period they were built and to stimulate their interest, the ghosts that supposedly lurk within the structures. Would work great for a comfortable day in October.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

Comp. Goal #3 The learner will identify key events and evaluate the impact of reform and expansion in N.C. during the first half of the 19th century.

Comp. Goal #5 The learner will evaluate the impact of political, economic, social and technological changes on life in N.C. from 1870 to 1930.



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

Students should be able to understand the changes in Wilmington, social and economic, and their trends from the mid 19th- through the early 20th century. Using local ghost stories to capture their attention, the teacher will intertwine facts and folklore on a fieldtrip to downtown Wilmington noting its unique architecture.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: James Sprunt’s Chronicles of the Cape Fear River 1660-1916.
Secondary Sources: Brooks Newton Preik’s Haunted Wilmington


	Technology: 

L.C.D. Projector: Project images of the three buildings and discuss their architecture, years built and importance to the community.

Flip Cameras if available. If not, digital cameras.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Begin at school by introducing the students to the three buildings to be toured by projecting images of each on the board. Note the years built and the supposed ghosts found within the structures preparing them with background foundation for the next day’s field trip. Be sure to read, or have a student read, the three ghost stories related to the buildings from the book Haunted Wilmington

	Teacher led instruction
In advance the teacher should have coordinated all the appropriate measures before leaving on the field trip. All three buildings should have been contacted, The Wilmington Library (downtown branch), Thalian Hall and the Bellamy Mansion, and guided tours of each arranged. Students will have been designated within small groups of 4 -5 with each group member taking turns of the various duties:  Video/photographer of various architectural aspects of the structures throughout the tour and the trip, Historian/Notetaker (5 video clips and facts from each building).

	Guided Practice  
Students will arrive at the Wilmington Library. From this point they will be guided through the building and told its history, noting the story about the ghost that is supposed to reside there. From this point make your way to Thalian Hall and then the Bellamy mansion following the same format.



	Independent Practice
Students, during the tour, are expected to ask questions to fulfill their historical and video footage tally they need to compile.



	Closure
Prepare beforehand to have lunch downtown, for example the Trolley Stop or any of the other restaurants by calling them and giving the set number of students they will need to serve. Over lunch, perhaps on the river in front of the Federal Building discuss, with students their experience


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
The following day, after the field trip, each group will present their videos and facts for the class. If able, arrange for Brooks Newton Preik to visit the school and talk to the students about her book and ghosts

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Google a search for The Bellamy Mansion and Thalian Hall, this will provide the images and facts you can use as you set the foundation on the 1st day of the activity

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

