Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author: Joe Newton

	Subject: N.C. - U.S. History

	Grade Level: 8th,  could be adapted for 11th  covering goals #2 and #4

	Class Time Required: 2 day, 4 day if movie is shown.

	Lesson Title: Transportation Evolution and George Vanderbilt's move to western N.C.


Essential Question:
	How did the evolution of transportation lead George Vanderbilt to Asheville N.C.? What legacy did George Vanderbilt leave for western N.C.?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will be educated on the progression of transportation during the 19th century and how it would lead George Vanderbilt to eventually arrive in Asheville where he would leave an economic and environmental legacy.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
State Goal #3 – The learner will identify key events and evaluate the impact of reform and expansion in N.C. During the first half of the 19th century.
State Goal #5 – The learner will evaluate the impact of political, economic,, social, and technological changes on life in N.C., from 1870 to 1930


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
The student will be to understand how the development of improved transportation coincided with the growth of N.C., and the U.S.A.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Various images projected from the subject presented. Use a “Google search” for 19t century RR's in N.C., the U.S.A. Also various portraits, photos etc of the Vanderbilt and construction of Biltmore Estate.
Secondary Sources: In the Comp. Lab have students browse the Biltmore Estate website.


	Technology: LCD Projector, Comp. Lab


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Ask students to brainstorm types of transportation the 19th century. Then ask students to sketch out what their “dream-house” might look like. Call on volunteers to share with the class their thoughts letting them know that transportation and a huge house/estate are going to be linked

	Teacher led instruction
Ask students to locate where Asheville is located in the map section of their textbook. Project this image on a whiteboard using a projector noting the difficulty of the terrain that would lead to difficult development of this part of the state. This will lead the teacher into a discussion of the construction of RR's in western N.C., a very difficult project during that period. Various pictures can displayed showing the grueling work of this endeavor. From this point the teacher should stop and project a time line/graph of RR construction during the first ¾ of the 19th century. The teacher should also mention the switch from sail to steam projecting various images dealing with that mode of transportation.

	Guided Practice
From this point the teacher should guide the students on how this is linked to the Essential Question. Note who Cornelius Vanderbilt was how his domination of the shipping and RR industry would lead to the family amassing an enormous fortune. This can be done by projecting images of Cornelius, William Henry and then George having the student take notes on the three Vanderbilts. Explain how the wealth through their role in transportation allowed George Vanderbilt to eventually arrive in Asheville where he acquired 125, 000 acres of land and created the first scientific school of forestry in the U.S.A., and how today the family stills owns the Estate which employs over a 1000 and generates millions in tourism dollars for western N.C.

	Independent Practice
Reserve the Comp. Lab. Have students go to the Biltmore Estate website and browse through it making sure to note five things of interest to them. Ask them compose a 5 paragraph essay on the lesson which should be typed that notes the development of the shipping and RR's empire Cornelius created, his son William Henry's  role in increasing the family fortune and how George avoided that and perused more humanitarian endeavors. This is can all be found on the Biltmore Website. 

	Closure
Back in class project the Biltmore House on the whiteboard and then ask students to share their sketches of their “dream-house” making sure to note why these large homes were built during this time period. If time allows the teacher could show the 1995 film “Richie Rich” a PG movie filmed at the Biltmore Estate with many scenes of the Estate and grounds. Students seem to enjoy the movie.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Students will provide input during the lesson. Also a 5 paragraph essay will be assigned that is to be typed. Some teachers may want to develop open ended questions or multiple test questions for this lesson.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address: www.biltmore.com
Author and Title: Biltmore Estate website
Brief synopsis of the source:
This site does a great job of giving a brief history of the family history with various photos and the current information on the estate.
Attachments:
