Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Jo Anne Jones

	Subject:  Social Studies

	Grade Level: 4-5

	Class Time Required:  2-3  class periods (45 minutes)

	Lesson Title:  Wave Your Flag High


Essential Question:

	Why were flags used in the Civil War and what did they symbolize? Why were they important and why do we need flags today?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will develop an understanding of the parts of a flag; what flags that were used during the Civil War meant to whom and why ; and students will be involved in creating and designing a flag of their own.




Lesson Plan Objectives:

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
	State Competency Goals (# and description)

4.05 Describe the impact of wars and conflicts on United States citizens, including but not limited to, the Civil War, World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, Persian Gulf War, and the twenty-first century war on terrorism.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

Students will be able to describe the significance of specific flags and their symbols, especially those used during the Civil War. 

Students will learn the different parts of a flag using the correct and specific vocabulary to identify the parts. Students will design their own flag and explain it to the class during an oral presentation. This will be a group activity for several students .




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:

Pictures of Civil War flags using the doc.cam obtained from website and history books from school and public libraries. 

Secondary Sources:



	Technology:

Assemble a Glogster presentation for students to view flags and for research information.

Various websites

Doc.cam for classroom (whole group) discussion.




Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Using a bubble map students are to brainstorm adjectives that will describe a flag. At this point, I am looking for correct terms and the connection to what students will call certain parts of a flag.

I will also use a double bubble map to assess students’ knowledge of the United States flag and one of the flags of the Civil War.  This thinking map will be used for my higher performing students. They will work on this independently.



	Teacher led instruction
Students will join in a discussion of the importance of flags after I share background information with them. I will explain the use of colors to represent a common bond within a group of people. I will have several examples of pictures of flags to lead them through the discussion of the different parts of a flag.  I will talk about the importance of colors; stripes, width of the stripes, as well as a name given to flags.

I will introduce the vocabulary for this unit: the banner, the canton, colors, emblazon, field, fly, hoist, hoist rope, jack, staff, union.



	Guided Practice  
Have students use netbooks/desktop computers to research the following flags: Confederate – Stars and Bars; Stainless Banner; and Bonnie Blue ( find out all they can about these flags and be willing to share with the small group of students assigned to work together). Other students will work on the following Union flags: 33 Star US; Fort Sumter flag; and General Custer’s Headquarters flag.



	Independent Practice
Students will visit the websites given to research information about Confederate and Union flags. They may choose others that I did not give them. They will be encouraged to write in complete sentences about these flags and be able to share with the class using their own method and/or choice of technology.

During the next couple of days, students will design their own flag using the information garnered from their own personal research and from listening to classmates.



	Closure
Students should be prepared to share their creative flag with the class. Students hang all flags in the classroom and in the hallway for display. Also, each student should be prepared to write in his or her online journal about he process of making their flag and what they now know about the significance of flags.




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Students will keep journal notes of information obtained about flags.

Students will use a rubric to make sure their best work is presented.

Students will take a matching activity using Smartboard/Senteo lesson about Confederate and Union flags.

Alternate: use a crossword puzzle using the flag terms and their definitions.

Assessment:

Students will be asked to write a short narrative describing the origin of their designed flag. 

Oral presentation of designed flag – able to answer questions.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

Flags of the Confederate States of America

http

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"://

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"en

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America".

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"wikipedia

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America".

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"org

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"/

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"wiki

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"/

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"Flags

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"_

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"of

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"_

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"the

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"_

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"Confederate

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"_

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"States

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"_

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"of

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"_

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America"America
Civil War Flags

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"crwflags

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"fotw

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"flags

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"%5

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"Ecv

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us%5Ecv.html"html
Historical Flags of our Ancestors

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"loeser

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"flags

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"civil

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.loeser.us/flags/civil.html"html
Other Resources: 

Cameron, Devereaux D. The Flags of the Union, An Illustrated History. 

Pelican Publishing Company, Gretna, Louisiana. 1994.

Cannon, Devereaux D. The Flags of the Confederacy, 

An Illustrated History. 1986.

Williams, Earl P. What you should know about the Flags of the Confederacy. 

Thomas Publications, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 1993.

Attachments:

