Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Kevin Hamilton

	Subject: US History, AP US History

	Grade Level:  11th

	Class Time Required: 1 hr 

	Lesson Title:  Political Turning Points in the Civil War


Essential Question:

	1. What were the events leading up to the American Civil War? (Review)

2. What were political turning points during the Civil War




Brief Description of Lesson:
	The lesson will begin with a review of the issues leading up to the Civil War.  Students will participate in a kinesthetic activity as a review.  Students will then be placed in cooperative groups to analyze political documents to assess the significance of the different documents.  The Students will end the lesson with a brief writing exercise to give them additional practice at synthesizing their ideas into a coherent written paragraph.  

  


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

US History – 3.01 - Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War

US History – 3.03 – Analyze the political and military turning points of the Civil War and assess their significance to the outcome of the conflict. 

AP US History 6.03 – Analyze the major military, political, social, and economic events of the Civil War period and determine their impact on the course of the war.



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

1. Understand the significance of various events leading up to the Civil War.

2. Analyze the political actions of Abraham Lincoln and their impact on the outcome of the Civil War.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
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	Technology:  Computer and Projector helpful but not necessary for images and additional text

Ideally, Students would have access to a computer (1 per group) to access additional information about their document.  That failing, handouts can be provided to provide students with additional information.  


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) – 10 minutes
Human Timeline – Students are each given a notecard with a social, political, or economic event leading up to the Civil War.  They are given 2 minutes to review their notes from previous class and form a human timeline of the events.  Events include – Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, Compromise of 1850, Gadsden Purchase,

Kansas-Nebraska Act, Formation of the Republican Party, Bleeding Kansas, Panic of 1857, Lincoln-Douglas Debates, Dred  Scott Decision, Harper’s Ferry, election of Abraham Lincoln, secession, and the attack on Ft Sumter.  Students (briefly!) present their event in chronological order to the rest of the class as the whole class reviews the events leading to the war.  



	Teacher led instruction – 5-10 minutes
1.  Teacher introduces the problems Abraham Lincoln faced in mobilizing the Union to wage war.  Issues included in this presentation would include how to raise an army, how to deal with the border states (slave states in the Union), how to mobilize public support (reasons for the war eg. Save the union or free the slaves?), should blacks fight in the army.  Lead a brainstorming session with the students about how Lincoln could deal with these issues.  



	Guided Practice: 20 minutes
1. With the issue of how to raise an army and sell the war, the teacher can lead the students through an analysis of a Civil War conscription poster.  Discuss the draft, how it was used, what effect it had, why some people opposed it (NYC Draft Riots are a good example)

2. Students are then broken into groups to examine the three documents – The Proclamation to Suspend Habeus Corpus, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the Gettysburg Address.  If possible each group has access to a computer to do additional background research on the document



	Independent Practice - 10 minutes
Students will independently write a thesis statement and additional paragraph analyzing the significance of their assigned document and issue.  



	Closure – 10 Minutes
The teacher can facilitate a discussion where each document group will present their issue and why it is significant to the outcome of the Civil War.  




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Students are assessed in two ways with this lesson

1. Students will be monitored during the small group document analysis.  Each student will have a document to read and then contribute in small group discussions.  

2. With the thesis statement/short answer response, I grade the AP students as to whether the Thesis Statement is acceptable or not using the following criteria.  The thesis must fully address the question, take a position, and provide 2-3 reasons for their argument.  

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
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