Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Hilbert Larry Sampson

	Subject:  U S History

	Grade Level: 11th – 12th Graders (on-level)

	Class Time Required:  1-90 minute Block

	Lesson Title:  African Americans in the Civil War


Essential Question:

	Students will realize the role that African American Troops had on the Civil War. 

Students will understand why Lincoln allowed African Americans to enlist Union military.

Students will gain understanding of why we should acknowledge the role of African Americans in the Civil War.




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Through analysis of pictures, readings and video clips students will understand the role and the impact that African Americans had in the Civil War.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

Objective 3.03: Identify political and military turning points of the Civil War and assess their significance to the outcome of the conflict.



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

Understand and know the roles that key African American groups and African American soldiers played and had an impact on the outcome of the Civil War.



	


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: 

Quotes by Frederick Douglass 

Articles entitled “History of African Americans in the Civil War”

African American Images of the Civil War-WWW.life.com

Secondary Sources:

US History Textbook “The Americans” Chapter 11 pages 336-372

The Movie: Glory/selected clips

	Technology: Laptop Computer, Projector, Internet, TV, DVD Player


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Project quote by Frederick Douglass- “Once let the black man get upon his person the brass letters, U.S., let him get an eagle on his button, and a musket on his shoulder and bullets in his pockets, and there is no power on earth which can deny that he has earned the right to citizenship in the United States.” 

Have students take the time to brainstorm the quote.  After they have brainstormed have them write down their thoughts.  Then have a class discussion sharing their thoughts that they written down to lead into the teacher led instruction.

	Teacher led instruction
Set up Laptop and projector and go to Life.com website and project photographs of African Americans in the Civil War Era and the 54th Massachusetts.  Have students number each photograph 1-20.  As each photograph is displayed have them write down the reaction of how they think these folks felt during this time.  



	Guided Practice  
After viewing the photographs distribute a copy of the History of African Americans in the Civil War.  Divide class into groups of five.  Have students read the document as a group.  Have them ID the key people and groups that are discussed in the document.  Also list the important dates and battles that have been discussed in the document. 

	Independent Practice
Set up TV and DVD player and show the clips out of Glory, that puts the emphasis on the 54th Massachusetts.  While viewing the clips have the students write down notes to help them in developing an essay entitled “Did African Americans have a positive effect on the Civil War”. 

	Closure
Review today’s class topics and offer a Q and A.  Then explain to students what is expected of them as it pertains to the Essay, ‘Did African-Americans have a positive effect on the Civil War 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

A unit Test on Goal 3.

Paper on African Americans in the Civil War

Classroom activities from the Guided and Teacher lead Instruction.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:www.life.com/gallery/40782/image/2794000

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source: Pictures of African Americans during the Civil War
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Article entitled History of African Americans in the Civil War

Gives an overview of the key figures and key events that involved African Americans

Attachments:

