Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author: Dianne Russell

	Subject: U.S History

	Grade Level: 11

	Class Time Required: 25

	Lesson Title: Difficulties of the Confederacy during the Civil War


Essential Question:
	How do the events detailed in Mary Chestnuts diary reflect the growing difficulties of the Confederacy in 1864?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will use their prior knowledge of the Civil War to further investigate the struggles the Confederacy faced in 1864.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
3.03 Identify political and military turning points of the Civil War and assess their significance to the outcome of the conflict


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
Students will be able to examine events from the last year of the Civil War and they impacted the outcome for the Confederacy.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:  Mary Chestnut’s Diary edited by Isabella Martin and Mytra Avary and collected in A Diary From Dixie 1905.  
Secondary Sources: N/A


	Technology: N/A


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) – Hold a 2minute discussion about facebook. Ask students what the purpose of posting on their wall? Why do they not write more than just a few lines? Have them explain why there is even a facebook what purpose does it serve? What would someone in the future say about you if they read your facebook? What can facebook tell us about people or events? Now let’s look at the 1860 version of facebook a diary.


	Teacher led instruction – Review with the students what they have learned in a previous lesson the Civil War and how the Confederacy was affected by the battles, losses and the victories.  Ask students open ended questions to check their prior knowledge to make sure they have a good understanding of the Civil War. Then introduce Mary Chestnut  and talk about who she represented in the South.

	Guided Practice  - Have students read the excerpts from Mary Chestnut’s Diary. As the students read the diary and examine and analyze the content in the Diary. Then have students write down key things they take from reading the article. Once students have finished have a class discussion about their findings.


	Independent Practice  - Have students answer the essential question: How do the events detailed in Mary Chestnut’s Diary reflect the growing difficulties of the confederacy in 1864.


	Closure – Lead an open class discussion in which students discuss their answer to the essential question


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1. Open ended questions
2. Formative assessment 
3. Summative assessment
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
1. Did students answer the essential question? 
2. Did students analyze the Diary accurately?
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources: N/A
For each source provide…
Web address:
Author and Title:
Brief synopsis of the source:
Attachments:
