Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Leigh Robertson

	Subject:  US History

	Grade Level:  11th grade

	Class Time Required:  45 minutes-1 hour

	Lesson Title:  Civil War Solider Letter


Essential Question:

	·  What was life like for soldiers during the Civil War?
· What was life like for civilians on the homefront during the Civil War?

· How can historians use letters to learn more about what life was like during the Civil War?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	At the conclusion of our study of key Civil War battles and life on the homefront, students will read a series of letters from soldiers on both sides of the conflict as well as women who experienced the War on the homefront.  Students will then write their own Civil War letter referencing battles, experiences during the war, and feelings about the war itself.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

· Demonstrate their understanding of key Civil War battles or life on the homefront by writing a letter from the perspective of a soldier or a civilian on the homefront during the Civil War.  

· State Objective 3.03  Identify political and military turning points of the Civil War and assess their significance to the outcome of the conflict.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:

Civil War soldier letters (see attachments)

Secondary Sources:  Ken Burns’ The Civil War Episode 1



	Technology:  Students will need computers to access Civil War letter database.  However, instructor could select letters for the students in advance if access to computers is not available.  


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Instructor will show a clip from Ken Burns’ The Civil War Episode 1, Chapter 13.  In this chapter, the narrator reads a letter from Sullivan Ballou to his wife, written just before the Battle of Bull Run.  The Civil War is available in its entirety for streaming by teachers through the NCLive.org video collection (search PBS videos).  

	Teacher led instruction
Instructor will lead students in a discussion of letter writing.  Questions could include “Why did people write letters during the Civil War?,” “What topics do you think people would discuss in letters?,” “If you were a soldier or civilian during the war, who would you write to?,”  “How do you think soldiers felt when they received a letter from home?”  “Why do historians today use letters to learn about the past?”   

	Guided Practice  
Students will read a selection of letters from soldiers and civilians written during the war and complete the APPARTS strategy for each letter.   Instructor could have the students read the selected letters (see attachments) or have students search the database of soldier letters available at the website www
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	Independent Practice
Students will create their own letter from the perspective of a Union soldier, Confederate soldier, or civilian on the homefront.  Students will be given the rubric included to use when creating their letter.  Letters will include facts and information taken from our unit study of the Civil War, and students can also incorporate Civil War slang terms into their letter if desired (see link in supplemental info. Section).  

	Closure
· Students will complete an exit card answering the essential question “How can historians use letters to learn more about what life was like during the Civil War?”




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

	
	A
	B
	C
	D/F

	Inclusion of History
	Letter includes at least five facts related to the time period. The facts are relevant to the character and add to the quality of the letter.
	Letter includes three to four facts related to the time period.  Most of the facts are relevant to the character and add to the quality of the letter.
	Letter includes one to two facts or details from the period.  The facts may not be relevant.
	No facts or details from the time period are provided in the letter.

	Accuracy
	All details given in the letter are accurate or plausible.
	A majority of the details given in the letter are accurate or plausible.
	Several details in the letter are inaccurate/
implausible. 
	Details given are inaccurate/implausible.

	Spelling and Grammar
	The letter is well written and there are no spelling/grammatical errors.
	The letter is well written and there are few spelling/grammatical errors.
	The letter has several grammatical/spelling errors that detract from the overall quality of the poem.
	The letter has numerous spelling/grammatical errors.

	Other requirements

	
	
	
	


Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

Web address:   http://www.soldierstudies.org/index.php?action=subject_search

Brief synopsis of the source:  Database of Civil War letters, searchable by subject (disease, battles, desertion, civilians).  Students can use this site to search for subject matter that is of interest to them.  

Web Address:  http

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"docsouth

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html".

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"unc

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html".

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"edu

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"southlit

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"chesnut

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"menu

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html".

HYPERLINK "http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/chesnut/menu.html"html
Brief synopsis of the source:  Link to the diary of Mary Boykin Chestnut, a Southern woman who kept a diary throughout the war.  

Web Address:  http

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"nps

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"gov

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"archive

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"gett

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"gettkidz

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"soldslang

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettkidz/soldslang.htm"htm
Brief synopsis of the source:  Link to various Civil War slang terms that students can use in their letters

Attachments:  SAMPLE SOLDIER LETTERS

Taken from PBS online:

	[image: image1.png]HISTORICAL DOCUMENT:

SULLIVAN BALLOU LETTER






July 14, 1861
Camp Clark, Washington

My very dear Sarah:
The indications are very strong that we shall move in a few days—perhaps tomorrow. Lest I should not be able to write again, I feel impelled to write a few lines that may fall under your eye when I shall be no more . . .

I have no misgivings about, or lack of confidence in the cause in which I am engaged, and my courage does not halt or falter. I know how strongly American Civilization now leans on the triumph of the Government and how great a debt we owe to those who went before us through the blood and sufferings of the Revolution. And I am willing—perfectly willing—to lay down all my joys in this life, to help maintain this Government, and to pay that debt . . .

Sarah my love for you is deathless, it seems to bind me with mighty cables that nothing but Omnipotence could break; and yet my love of Country comes over me like a strong wind and bears me unresistibly on with all these chains to the battle field.

The memories of the blissful moments I have spent with you come creeping over me, and I feel most gratified to God and to you that I have enjoyed them for so long. And hard it is for me to give them up and burn to ashes the hopes of future years, when, God willing, we might still have lived and loved together, and seen our sons grown up to honorable manhood, around us. I have, I know, but few and small claims upon Divine Providence, but something whispers to me—perhaps it is the wafted prayer of my little Edgar, that I shall return to my loved ones unharmed. If I do not my dear Sarah, never forget how much I love you, and when my last breath escapes me on the battle field, it will whisper your name. Forgive my many faults and the many pains I have caused you. How thoughtless and foolish I have often times been! How gladly would I wash out with my tears every little spot upon your happiness . . .

But, O Sarah! If the dead can come back to this earth and flit unseen around those they loved, I shall always be near you; in the gladdest days and in the darkest nights . . . always, always, and if there be a soft breeze upon your cheek, it shall be my breath, as the cool air fans your throbbing temple, it shall be my spirit passing by. Sarah do not mourn me dead; think I am gone and wait for thee, for we shall meet again . . .

Sullivan Ballou was killed a week later at the first Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861.

Born March 28, 1829 in Smithfield, R.I., Ballou was educated at Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass.; Brown University in Providence, R.I. and the National Law School in Ballston, N.Y. He was admitted to the Rhode Island Bar in 1853.

Ballou devoted his brief life to public service. He was elected in 1854 as clerk of the Rhode Island House of Representatives, later serving as its speaker.
He married Sarah Hart Shumway on October 15, 1855, and the following year saw the birth of their first child, Edgar. A second son, William, was born in 1859.
Ballou immediately entered the military in 1861 after the war broke out. He became judge advocate of the Rhode Island militia and was 32 at the time of his death at the first Battle of Bull Run on July 21, 1861.

When he died, his wife was 24. She later moved to New Jersey to live out her life with her son, William, and never re-married. She died at age 80 in 1917.
Sullivan and Sarah Ballou are buried next to each other at Swan Point Cemetery in Providence, RI. There are no known living descendants.

Ironically, Sullivan Ballou’s letter was never mailed. Although Sarah would receive other, decidedly more upbeat letters, dated after the now-famous letter from the battlefield, the letter in question would be found among Sullivan Ballou’s effects when Gov. William Sprague of Rhode Island traveled to Virginia to retrieve the remains of his state’s sons who had fallen in battle.
LETTER FROM CADET STEVENSON

Soldier: Stevenson
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Your affectionate letter has been received and would have been answered immediately had not circumstances so conspired as to render it impossible.

You question very gravely as to the part we will take in the civil contest should one ensue in consequence of the election of the abols [abolitionist] nominee. The part that we will take Dear Sister will be forced in a measure upon us, by recuring [referring] to your map. You will notice that our geographical position is such that should the enemy cross from Ohio this (Lex) would be their first point of attack; for all other places west of this, they are little better than abolitionist. Besides our magazine and arsenal would naturally excite their cupidity, the latter of which two, is located in the centre of Barracks. Consequently you see that should they attempt the invasion this would be the first field of battle and in making the attack resistance on our part would be necessarily and honorably called for which in consequence would render fair Lexington the first picture in the bloody scene of devastation.

You ask in the same breath if I would take part in this contingency and endeavour to persuade me to the contrary. My Dear Sister I propose answering this question by venturing the following consideration. On entering the Institute as a Cadet I have sworn as it were allegiance to a constitution peculiar to the Institute and independent of the general government. And when I consider the former [modeled] by the government constitution in its purity and at the time confined to legitimate limits under its authority this I will abide by when the general government shall have been perverted by ambitious and designing men for personal sectional interest. And since I enjoy the privilege and protection the Institute affords I am as you will admit honorably bound to defend its interest when infringed on by the corrupt and aggressive government.

And another consideration is in defending this point- I am assisting to defend a place where a treasure far beyond my life is deposited. I know the enemy will not be rash enough to attack you by sea since your water fortification are so extensive. This reflection consoles me greatly for your safety at home. And moreover by making an effectual resistance here we will be the means of protecting the eastern portion of the state if not routing the enemy in general. So you see my Dear Sister I am compelled first in consideration of the safety of those I have at home and secondly the obligation that so honorably bind me to protect the establishment that affords me the means of assisting to protect you and myself.

All I have said Dear Sister amounts to a mere probability. Believe me there will be no such issue as these extravagant fanatics prophesy. We consider it here as trifling talk, but have prepared in case of an emergency. We have commenced the skirmish drill and cartridges have been distributed to the amount of twenty five hundred. But believe me in the whole it will amount to nothing.

If my letter is uninteresting you cannot blame me. The nature of your question called for it. At present I am in good health and fine spirits--only wanting a heavy pair of gloves to walk post in to make me contented. I have received a letter from Chas. Smith. What he says is unimportant. My love to all and believe me your Brother devoted, Andrew.

P. S. Tell Sister Mary that since I came to reflect I think the Express would be the way that would cause her the less inconvenience and perhaps would be safest. The expense will be paid here.
LETTER FROM JAMES BOOKER

Soldier: Booker
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Dear cousin,

I have no doubt but what you think by my long silence that I have forgotten you, though I'll have you to know that such is not the case. I have been waiting to find out where we had to be stationed. We are at Winchester now. I don't know how long we will have to stay here, I am in hopes that we will stay here for some time. We have elegant water and a plenty of it, and a plenty of good provision so far, and a fine chance of beautiful young Ladies, and the kindestthat I ever saw in my life, and the most beautiful Country that I ever saw. They have fine Crops over here, and not [unclear: much] likelihood of a fight. The yankees has gone back to Martinsburg and it is thought if we get them we will have to go after them. A young man that belong to our regiment got shot yesterday evening accidently, and died this evening. The young man that shot him is about to grieve him self to death about it. They are both from Martinsburg. I don't know either of them.

I will close my letter for I can't think of anything to write that will interest you. Give my love to Miss Jinnie Danniel and tell her that I am very glad to think that there is one Lady in Pittsylvania that hasn't forgotten me. Give my love to all of my sweet-hearts and share a good portion for yourself. Tell them cowardly boys that lives in your neighborhood to look sharp, the drafted militia is coming in daily. I am sorry for the cowards. They make them work so hard throwing up breastworks

This is from your affectionate Cousin

James Booker


Please excuse bad spelling and writing.
Direct your letters to
Winchester Virginia
in Care of Colonel Edmonds
COPY OF THE APPARTS STRATEGY FOR ANALYZING HISTORIC DOCUMENTS

APPARTS

Author
Place and time
Prior Knowledge
Audience
Reason
The Main Idea
Significance
