Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Dylan Dimock

	Subject: The Sand Creek Massacre

	Grade Level: 11-12

	Class Time Required:   90 min. class period

	Lesson Title:  The Native American Question during the Civil War


	Essential Question:

What were the challenges facing Native Americans during the Civil War.



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Lesson begins with a review of Manifest Destiny and the west.  We then turn to the native populations living in America during the Civil War and examine the decisions that were made by the native populations and the Union army during the war.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:
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HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".
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HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

3.04 Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the nation and identify the reasons why Reconstruction came to an end.
3.05 Evaluate the degree to which the Civil War and Reconstruction proved to be a test of the supremacy of the national government.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

Students should: Have a deep understanding of the impact the Civil War had on Native Americans. 




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: see below http
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Secondary Sources:  Teacher notes on Civil War

 

	Technology:  powerpoint or overhead projector


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Discuss the challenges of faced by Native Americans in the North, South and West during the Civil War.  Which side would you take if you were a Native American group?

	Teacher led instruction  Present notes on allegiances forged by Native American tribes during the Civil War.   Then discuss why each group made the decisions they did. 

	Guided Practice  
Read the biographies of Stand Watie and Ely Parker and fill out the Civil War Biography sheet



	Independent Practice - Homework - Assign the students to read the articles below as discuss the Sand Creek massacre and the treatment of Native Populations after the war.  Argue in support or against these policies.  Supporting your arguments with facts from your readings and text. 



	Closure   Explain how Native Americans were marginalized by the Civil War and the tough position most Native populations were in during and after the Civil War




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson

When grading the essays, they must provide specific examples from their readings and demonstrate an understanding of challenges of faced by Native Americans during the War and why they made the decisions they made.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwarhome.com/watiebio.htm"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwarhome.com/watiebio.htm"www
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HYPERLINK "http://www.civilwarhome.com/watiebio.htm"civilwarhome
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Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

This was taken from: 

http
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"We boldly claim that we have done our duty, to the full extent of our power, as the friends and allies of the Federal Government. More than three fourths of the able bodied men of the loyal Cherokee, fought in the Federal army, which is a vastly larger proportion of men than any state in the Union has furnished for the war. We fought to the end of the war, and when the last rebel was whipped, we were honorably mustered out of the service. 

The graves of eight hundred Cherokee warriors, fallen by our side in your service, testify that we have done our duty. Now, having done our whole duty to the Government, all we ask is that the Government do its duty to us -- that it fulfill its treaty obligations to us -- that it fulfill its solemn, reiterated pledges. 

We ask no gifts, no charities, but simply our rights for which we have fought and bled in your armies, and for which so many of our noblest men have died. We make our earnest appeal to the President of the United States and to Congress. We entreat you to regard sacredly your past treaties with us, and to enact no law that shall sweep out of existence those most sacred rights which you have guaranteed to us forever." 

The 1866 Cherokee Delegation: Smith Christie, James McDaniel, Thomas Pegg, White Catcher, Daniel Ross, John B. Jones, Samuel Benge 
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S.G. Colley, U.S. Indian Agent, Report, Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War

“[F]rom the time that Major Wynkoop left this post to go out to rescue white prisoners until the arrival of Colonel Chivington here, which took place on the 28th of November last, no depredations of any kind had been committed by the Indians within two hundred miles of this post; that upon Colonel Chivington’s arrival herewith a large body of troops he was informed where these Indians were encamped. . . . [T]hat not withstanding his knowledge of the facts as above set forth, he is informed that Colonel Chivington did, on the morning of the 29th of November last, surprise and attack said camp of friendly Indians and massacre a large number of them, (mostly women and children,) and did allow the troops of his command to mangle and mutilate them in the most horrible manner.”

Source: S.G. Colley, U.S. Indian Agent, Report, Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, 38th Congress, 2nd Session, 1865.

Letters written by those at Sand Creek

From Lt. Joseph Cramer to Maj. Edward Wynkoop, Dec. 19, 1864:

"This is the first opportunity I have had of writing you since the great Indian Massacre, and for a start, I will acknowledge I am ashamed to own I was in it...It is no use for me to tell you how the fight was managed, only I think the Officer in command should be hung...After the fight there was a sight I hope I may never see again...Bucks, woman and children, were scalped, fingers cut off to get the rings on them...little children shot, while begging for their lives...I told the Col. I thought it was murder to jump them friendly Indians. He says in reply; Damn any man or men who are in sympathy with them."

From Lt. Silas Soule to Maj. Edward Wynkoop, Dec. 14, 1864:

"The massacre lasted six or eight hours...I tell you Ned it was hard to see little children on their knees have their brains beat out by men professing to be civilized....They were all scalped, and as high as a half a dozen [scalps] taken from one head. They were all horriby mutilated...You could think it impossible for white men to butcher and mutilate human beings as they did there, but every word I have told you is the truth, which they do not deny...I expect we will have a hell of a time with Indians this winter."

