Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author:Craig Underwood

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level: 10-12

	Class Time Required: 90 Minutes

	Lesson Title: Civil War Newspaper


Essential Question:

	What immediate impacts did the Civil War and Reconstruction have on the United States?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will be broken into groups and given the task of creating a Civil War Newspaper as a review of the causes, strategies, and battles of the Civil War along with the key events of Reconstruction.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
	State Competency Goals (# and description)

Competency Goal 3
Crisis, Civil War, and Reconstruction (1848-1877) - The learner will analyze the issues that led to the Civil War, the effects of the war, and the impact of Reconstruction on the nation.

Objectives

3.01 Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War.

3.02 Analyze and assess the causes of the Civil War.

3.03 Identify political and military turning points of the Civil War and assess their significance to the outcome of the conflict.

3.04 Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the nation and identify the reasons why Reconstruction came to an end.

3.05 Evaluate the degree to which the Civil War and Reconstruction proved to be a test of the supremacy of the national government.



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

Explain the key events that led to the Civil War.

Explain the key advantages of the North and the South.

Explain the impact of the key battles of the Civil War.

Explain the key events of Reconstruction and their impact on the US



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:

Secondary Sources: US History textbook, Student Notes



	Technology: Internet


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Use Q&A to lead a rapid-fire (5 min. or less) review of previous lessons on Civil War & Reconstruction.

	Teacher led instruction
Assign Groups – Ideally groups of five.

Provide Instructions.

1. As a group, students must decide if they are going to be a Northern newspaper, a Southern newspaper, or one out of a Border State.

2. Come up with a name for their newspaper. Example: The Southern Gazette

3. Students should look over provided topics and decide on 2 topics each on which they will write informative articles.

4. Each student should create at least 1 “Extra.”  Example: Classified Ad, Political Cartoon, Editorial, etc.

5. Students should first brainstorm ideas and be sure as a group to have a common direction.

6. Each student should create rough drafts of their articles in class.

7. Final copies will be completed at home.

8. Day 2 will be spent putting newspapers together and presenting them to teacher and class.

	Guided Practice  
Brainstorming Session

	Independent Practice
Rough drafts, Final drafts, and creation of extras.

	Closure
Presentation of newspapers.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
After presentation, each group is required to answer a minimum of 3 questions on their product.  At least 1 from teacher and 2 from classmates.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:
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CivilWar.com is divided into 11 sections.  Each section subdivides into categories to bring the information to you with a minimal number of clicks and browsing in a logical, concise manner.

Historyplace.com/CivilWar/

Collection of Authors & Sources

This website provides time lines, primary sources, and battle summaries, along with great information about generals.

Attachments:

Civil War Newspaper

Possible Topics

· Compromise of 1850

· Kansas-Nebraska Act & Bleeding Kansas

· Sumner-Brooks incident

· The Dred Scott Decision

· John Brown’s Raid

· Election of 1860

· Fort Sumter

· Advantages of the North & South

· Union war strategy

· Anietam

· Emancipation Proclamation

· Vicksburg

· Gettysburg

· William Sherman’s march

· Appomattox Court House (Lee’s Surrender)

· Lincoln’s Assassination

· Tenant Farming &  

           Sharecropping

· Black Codes

· 14th Amendment

· Andrew Johnson impeachment

· Radical Reconstruction

· Election of 1877

Instructions

1. Brainstorm: Each person chooses two topics to write a newspaper article on

2. You are a reporter for a newspaper in the mid to late 1800’s. Write two articles for your paper.

· Headline

· Article: explain why each event is important to the Civil War

· Who is involved

· What happened

· When it happened

· Where it happened

· Why it is important

3.   Combine one article from each person in your group into a newspaper. 

      (See the example on the back of this paper)

4.   Each person is to write an extra.  Pick four “extras” and add them to your paper

· Horoscope

· Classified Adds

· Tabloid head lines

· Editorial

· Comic Strips

---Attach articles and “extras” that were not used to your paper---

