Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Allison Altvater

	Subject: APUSH History

	Grade Level: 11 & 12

	Class Time Required:  90 minutes

	Lesson Title: Stories of War


Essential Question:

	How were soldiers and civilians affected by warfare?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will look at various primary sources from those who experienced the Civil War as a soldier or civilian. Students will engage in a circle discussion summarizing their sources and field questions about how it reflects a person’s experiences in the Civil War. By the end of the class, students will have a deeper knowledge of how war affected many backed with stories and examples from the past.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

Topic Outline #11. Civil War:

Social, political, and economic effects of war in the North, South, and West



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

At the end of this lesson students should be able to describe the effects war had on people from different positions and backgrounds in the United States. 

At the end of this lessons students should be able to reflect on how a civil war would affect them today.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: 

1. “A Report from Antietam” as printed in Bell Irvin Wiley, The Life of Billy Yank  (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1952), pp 84-85 

2. “The Hell of Andersonville Prison” in American Heritage (October-November 1982): 78-93

3. “General William Sherman Dooms Atlanta” in Memories of General William T. Sherman (New York: D Appleton and Company, 1887), vol. 2, pp. 125-127 (letter of September 12, 1864)

4. “Georgia Damns the Yankees” in Eliza F. Andrew, The War-Time Journal of a Georgia Girl (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1908), pp 32-33

5. “General Ulysses S. Grant Displays Generosity” in Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant (New York: C.L. Webster and Co.,1886), vol. 2, pp 492-493

6. “An Abolitionist Officer Commands Black Troops” in Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Army Life in a Black Regiment (Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1882), pp. 8-10, 247-258

7. Camp at Fairfax Courthouse July 23, 1861 in Living History America (Ney York: Tess Press, 1999), pp. 406-407 

Secondary Sources:



	Technology: Projector to project timeline for anticipator set.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students will be shown a generic timeline of the Civil War that will generate discussion on how history can look flat when we just learn events and dates and how personal experiences during an event in history to make it more lively, relevant, important and relatable. 

	Teacher led instruction: 
Teacher will organize students into small groups (2 or 3) to read one primary source.  Tell students to focus on the author, their experience and any words that convey emotion. 

	Guided Practice  
Students will get in a circle to summarize their primary source for the class. They will focus on the sources background, their experience with the war and any emotions that were evoked within the source. 

	Independent Practice
Students will be asked to write a reflection on how war on American soil might affect their life today and what role they may play in the war. 

	Closure
Students will share their reflections.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Student comprehension will be evaluated and improved upon during discussion. Again it will be evaluated during independent practice and closure.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

